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NOW is the time to take 
back control of our lives. 
Now is the time to make 
reproductive freedom for 
wimmin of all classes, 
cultures, ages and sexual 
orientations a reality. NOW 
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GIVE 


YOU 








NOW is the time to take 
back control of our lives. 
Now is the time to make 
reproductive freedom for 
wimmin of all classes, 
cultures, ages and sexual 
orientations a reality. NOW 
is not the time to assimilate 
to bureaucratic puppeteers 
who want to control, degrade, 
torture, kill and rape our 
bodies. NOW is the time 
to drop a boot heel in the 
groin of patriarchy. NOW 
IS THE TIME TO FIGHT 
BACK. NO GODS, NO 
MASTERS, NO LAWS. 





PROFANE EXISTENCE 


P.O. BOX 8722 • MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55408 • U.S.A. 

612-377-5269 


PROFANE EXISTENCE is the bi-monthly magazine of the Profane Existence 
Collective in South Minneapolis. We publish each issue with the intent to spread anarchist 
ideals and create a new society based on self-determination and free association. We are 
countercutterand we reject the repressive institutions and traditions which keep us locked 
in our daily routine. We intend to destroy these foundations which keep the rulers in power 
and the rest of us powerless and alienated. We are not alone in this struggle; in fact the 
situation's quite the opposite and we look forward to the day when we no longer feel the 
master's whip in exchange for toil—a day we will all see in our lifetimes if we try I 

WHAT WE DO: Besides publishing Profane Existence we also are involved in a 
number of other projects, all working in a collective manner, under the same name, each 
benefiting one another. We run our own record label producing music by anarchist and 
counter-cultural bands, a mailorder and wholesale distribution service to get oui^s and 
other projects out to the public through non-corporate means, a screen printing workshop 
and a radio show on Univeristy of Minnesota cable radio station. We do all the projects 
for information and entertainment's sake and as a means to vent our anger and frustration 
in a constructive way. 

JOIN US: We are also involved with local struggles for self-determination and 
autonomy. It is important to seethe global aspect of the struggle for freedom while taking 
part in creating alternative culture and means on a local level. We hope that others will 
find our activities an inspiration and join in the struggle. 


S>U>B 


RATES 


NORTH AMERICA: Single copies are $2 ppd. / A 
six issue subscription is $10.50 by First Class 
mailed in envelope / Airmail outside U.S. or $9.00 
by Third Class with no envelope (U.S. only). 
SOUTH AMERICA: Single copies are $2.50 ppd. 
Airmail or $2 surface / A six issue subscription is 
$15 Airmail or $12 Surface 
ASIA: Single copies are $3. ppd. Airmail or $2.50 
surface/A six issue subscription is $18 Airmail or 
$15 surface 

UNITED KINGDOM: Single copes are 90p ppd. / 
A six issue Subscription is £5 from Active Distribu¬ 
tion / BM Active / London WC1N 3XX (Make 


CONSPIRACY: 


EDIT'ERROR'IST 

GROUP: 

(THOSE IRRESPONSIBLE) 

A-ron • Crito • joel • Justine • 
Kerry • tod • Troll 

HELPING HANDS: 

(ALSO GUILTY) 

Chris Crisis • Felix von Havoc • 
Dan VL • D 3 Dawn • Jonna • 
Kalamity Kate • Smedley • P. 


PROFANE EXISTENCE 

BUDGET PROPOSAL FOR 1992 


CHRIS CRISIS* "MEDICATION" 
12% =$1,288 Million 


SMITH & 
WESSON: 
14% = 
$1.61 
Million 


FELIX & CRTTO’S 
RECORD HABITS: 
11.9% = $1,287 Million 

ACTUAL PROFANE 
EXISTENCE EXPENSES: 
10%= $1.15 Million 



BEER 
REVIEWS 
14.5%= 
$1,668 
Million 


BAIL FOR BOTCHED 
EXPROPRIATIONS: 
14.7% = $1,691 Million 


MAGAZINE: 2.5 % = $.288 Million 
PE RECORDS: 2.5% = $.288 Million 
DISTRIBUTION: 2.5% = $.288 Million 
T-SHIRTS: 2.5% = $.288 Million ■ 


JOLT COLA: 22.9% = $2,634 Milliom 

TOTAL BUDGET: $11,500,000.00 


THE REAL FINANCIAL DATA FOR 1991 


INCOME 

4675.05 Record Label 
17051.56 Distribution 

4034.02 Zine (includes ads) 


$25760.63 TOTAL INCOME 

EXPENSES 

544.29 Advertising 

204.61 Bank Charges 

7690.49 Distribution Payments 

7954.70 Freight 

146.88 Interest Paid 

147.00 Office Expenses 

1250.43 Printing (not zine) 

864.99 Record Label Expenses 

i 7 or nn Rent 


It's tax time again for those who make enough 
money to have to pay them that isI Whatever 
the case the bastards probably took too much 
out of your paycheck (ifyou're "lucky" enough 
to work) so file your shit. So what if it's late- 
-they owe you! We had to go through our 
records so we thought we'd print our finances 
and be up-front about what we're doing (not 
to be out-done byMRR on thegeek-o-meter)! 

To the left is the raw data broken down into how we 
got our money and what we did with it. A lot of our 
income was from records pressed in 1990 which 
caused the disparity between income and ex¬ 
penses in that catagory. As well, the disparity in 
the distribution comes from the tripling in size of 
our distribution in the last two months of 1991 



































































and a radio show on Univeristy of Minnesota cable radio station. We do all the projects 
for information and entertainment's sake and as a means to vent our anger and frustration 
in a constructive way. 

JOIN US: We are also involved with local struggles for self-determination and 
autonomy. It is important to see the global aspect of the struggle for freedom while taking 
part in creating alternative culture and means on a local level. We hope that others will 
find our activities an inspiration and join in'the struggle. 


S>U>B 


RATES 


NORTH AMERICA: Single copies are $2 ppd. / A 
six issue subscription is $10.50 by First Class 
mailed in envelope / Airmail outside U.S. or $9.00 
by Third Class with no envelope (U.S. only). 
SOUTH AMERICA: Single copies are $2.50 ppd. 
Airmail or $2 surface / A six issue subscription is 
$15 Airmail or $12 Surface 
ASIA: Single copies are $3. ppd. Airmail or $2.50 
surface/A six issue subscription is $18 Airmail or 
$15 surface 

UNITED KINGDOM: Single copes are 90p ppd. / 
A six issue Subscription is £5 from Active Distribu¬ 
tion / BM Active / London WC1N 3XX (Make 
M.O.'s payable to J. Elliot) 

EUROPE: Single copies are available from Bruno 
Vandevyvere / leperseweg 58 / 8970 Poperinge / 
Belgium. Consult the following chart for prices 
(please do not send coins!): 
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MHI 
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Single 

Copy: 

BF50 

$2.00 

DM3 

6 issue 

Subscr: 

BF300 

$12.00 

DM18 


AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND: Copies of P.E. 
are now available from Southern Black Cross 
Distribution do Andrew Dove / 3 Florence Place / 
Tweed Heads / 2485 N.S.W. / Australia Current 
and back issues 13,11/12,9,7 available. Send all 
payment in Australia $ / M.O. payable to A. Dove. 
Consult the following chart for prices(p & p incl.): 
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Single 

Copy: 

$2.20 

$2.50 

$2.90 

6 issue 

Subscr: 

$13.20 

$15 

$17.40 


BULK QUANTITIES OF 
PROFANE EXISTENCE 
ARE AVAILABLE FROM 
ALL ADDRESSES. 


CONSPIRACY: 


EDIT'ERROR-IST 

GROUP: 

(THOSE IRRESPONSIBLE) 

A-ron • Crito • joel • Justine • 
Kerry • tod • Troll 

HELPING HANDS: 

(ALSO GUILTY) 

Chris Crisis • Felix von Havoc • 
Dan VL • D 3 Dawn • Jonna • 
Kalamity Kate • Smedley • P. 
Harvey Snoozer* Yahoo *theTwin 
Cities Amazon Warriors and more 
listed throughout 


IN DEDICATION 

Shortly before this issue went to print, we re¬ 
ceived the bad news that Bob Baker, jr., singer 
for the now-defunct band Dissent and founder 
of Amity Recordsand hislong-time friend Bobbie 
Pfeiffer were killed in a car accident while return¬ 
ing from a camping trip in Colorado. The car 
they were driving was hit by a drunk driver 
speeding over 100 MPH, killing the three people 
involved and two dogs which were in Bob’s car. 
Bob’s work within the North American punk 
scene was always a big inspiration for everyone 
involved in Profane Existence. Not only did his 
input in Dissent and its accompanying label, 
Amity, help redefine political punk in the past 
few years, but as a person, you couldn’t find a 
nicer, more sincere individual. Bobbie also put 
a lot of effort into the Rapid City punk scene and 
her presence will also be missed. In light of this 
tragic incident the Profane Existence collective 
has decided to dedicate this issue to Bob and 
Bobbie in remembrance. Peace. 





Million 


BAIL FOR BOTCHED 
EXPROPRIATIONS: 
14.7% =$1,691 Million 


MAGAZINE: 2.5 % = $.288 Million 
PE RECORDS: 2.5% = $.288 Million 
DISTRIBUTION: 25% = $.288 Million 
T-SHIRTS: 25% = $.288 Million 


JOLT COLA: 22.9% = $2,634 Milliom 

TOTAL BUDGET: $11,500,000.00 


THE REAL FINANCIAL DATA FOR 1991 


INCOME 


4675.05 

17051.56 

4034.02 

Record Label 

Distribution 

Zine (includes ads) 

$25760.63 

TOTAL INCOME 

EXPENSES 

544.29 

Advertising 

204.61 

Bank Charges 

7690.49 

Distribution Payments 

7954.70 

Freight 

146.88 

Interest Paid 

147.00 

Office Expenses 

1250.43 

Printing (not zine) 

864.99 

Record Label Expenses 

1725.00 

Rent 

1500.00 

Loan 

121.88 

Miscellaneous / Supplies 

21.54 

Taxes 

989.29 

Telephone 

1484.99 

Travel 

3052.43 

Zine Expenses 

$25,963.52 

TOTAL EXPENSES 


Total Inventory at Year's End: $3127.73 
Total in bank and cash at Year's End: $524.77 


It’s tax time again for those who make enough 
money to have to pay them that is! Whatever 
the case the bastards probably took too much 
out of your paycheck (ifyou're "lucky" enough 
to work) so file your shit. So what if it's late - 
•they owe you! We had to go through our 
records so we thought we'd print our finances 
and be up-front about what we're doing (not 
to be out-done by MRR on the geek-o-meter)! 

To the left is the raw data broken down into how we 
got our money and what we did with it. A lot of our 
income was from records pressed in 1990 which 
caused the disparity between income and ex¬ 
penses in that catagory. As well, the disparity in 
the distribution comes from the tripling in size of 
our distribution in the last two months of 1991 
(conversly we've paid out more to record labels in 
the first three months of this year than the entirety 
of 19911). Some other things that should be 
explained: "Rent" was paid for Troll's (full-timer) 
share of the rent in the P.E. House for 1991; as well 
Travel" covered Troll Airfare to Europe and back 
(inflated by unfortunate circumstances!); the "Loan" 
was from a particularly desperate period in 1990 
but now we’re well on our way to self-sufficiency 
which is encouraging to us as we hate to grovel for 
money-especially to banks! 


TCAF 


TWINCITIES ANARCHIST FEDERATION 


NEW MEETING TIME: 

At 8:00 on the first and third 
Thursday of every month at Mayday 
Books (301 Cedar Ave./West Bank) 


PROFANE EXISTENCE RADIO 


As an extension of Profane Existence Magazine 
we aim not only to entertain but also to agitate 
and educate people about the daily ills we all live 
with. Featuring grassroots, "Do-ft-Yourself'' 
(mainly punk but not exclusively) music that is 
an alternative to alienating society and the cor¬ 
porate music monster. Together we are work¬ 
ing to achieve a communication medium via the 
radio waves which is revolutionary not only in its 
musical content but political content as well. 


















































EUROPE: Single copies are available from Bruno 
Vandevyvere / leperseweg 58 / 8970 Poperinge / 
Belgium. Consult the following chart for prices 
(please do not send coins!): 



wmmm 



Single 

Copy: 

BF50 

$2.00 

DM3 

6 issue 

Subscr: 

BF300 

$12.00 

DM18 


AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND: Copies of P.E. 
are now available from Southern Black Cross 
Distribution c/o Andrew Dove / 3 Florence Place / 
Tweed Heads / 2485 N.S.W. / Australia Current 
and back issues 13,11 /12,9,7 available. Sendall 
payment in Australia $ / M.O. payable to A. Dove. 
Consult the following chart for prices(p & p incl.): 
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$15 


111 

Air 
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$17.40 


BULK QUANTITIES OF 
PROFANE EXISTENCE 
ARE AVAILABLE FROM 
ALL ADDRESSES. 


Harvey bnoozer- Yahoo -the Twin 
Cities Amazon Warriors and more 
listed throughout 


IN DEDICATION 

Shortly before this issue went to print, we re¬ 
ceived the bad news that Bob Baker, jr., singer 
for the now-defunct band Dissent and founder 
of Amity Recordsandhislong-time friend Bobbie 
Pfeiffer were killed in a car accident while return¬ 
ing from a camping trip in Colorado. The car 
they were driving was hit by a drunk driver 
speeding over 100 MPH, killing the three people 
involved and two dogs which were in Bob’s car. 
Bob’s work within the North American punk 
scene was always a big inspiration for everyone 
involved in Profane Existence. Not only did his 
input in Dissent and its accompanying label, 
Amity, help redefine political punk in the past 
few years, but as a person, you couldn’t find a 
nicer, more sincere individual. Bobbie also put 
a lot of effort into the Rapid City punk scene and 
her presence will also be missed. In light of this 
tragic incident the Profane Existence collective 
has decided to dedicate this issue to Bob and 
Bobbie in remembrance. Peace. 


1/8 page 


1/4 page 


AD INFORMATION 

DEADLINE 20th of even month • ISSUE OUT 10th of odd month 

AD SIZES & RATES: 

1/4 page (71/2" x 5" down or 
5" x 71/2” down) Is $45 
1/6 page (21/2" x 10" down 
or 5" x 5") is $30 
1/8 page (2 1/2" x 7 1/2" 
down or 5" x 3 3/4" down) 
is $22.50 

1/12 page (5" x 21/2" down 
or 21/2" x 5" down) 

is $15 

1/24 page (21/2" x 21/2") is 
$7.50 

1 M = 26mm 
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1500.00 Loan 

121.88 Miscellaneous / Supplies 

21.54 Taxes 

989.29 Telephone 

1484.99 Travel 

3052.43 Zine Expenses 


$25,963.52 TOTAL EXPENSES 

Total Inventory at Year’s End: $3127.73 
Total in bank and cash at Year's End: $524.77 


(conversiy wove paid out more to record labels in 
the first three months of this year than the entirety 
of 1991!). Some other things that should be 
explained: "Rent" was paid for Troll’s (full-timer) 
share of the rent in the P .E. House for 1991; as well 
"Travel" covered Troll Airfare to Europe and back 
(inflated by unfortunate circumstances!); the "Loan" 
was from a particularly desperate period in 1990 
but now we're well on our way to self-sufficiency 
which is encouraging to us as we hate to grovel for 
money-especially to banks) 


TCAF 

NEW MEETING TIME: 

At 8:00 on the first and third 
Thursday of every month at Mayday 
Books (301 Cedar Ave./West Bank) 

1 TWIN CITIES ANARCHIST FEDERAHOh 

1 PROFANE EXISTENCE RADIO 



As an extension of Profane Existence Magazine 
we aim not only to entertain but also to agitate 
and educate people about the daily ills we all live 
with. Featuring grassroots, “Do-It-Yourself" 
(mainly punk but not exclusively) music that is 
an alternative to alienating society and the cor¬ 
porate music monster. Together we are work¬ 
ing to achieve a communication medium via the 
radio waves which is revolutionary not only in its 
musical content but political content as well. 
Listen to Kalamity Kate and Dirty Dog Discharge 
Dawn as we smash it up every Thursday from 5- 
7 pm on WMMR Cable Radio. 


Heyfolks! P.E. Radio has been going for almost 
10 months now and we’ve been going primarily 
on our own record collections and borrowing 
records from the distro: So now we want to beg 
you (record labels, bands, etc.) for your new and 
old releases. If you can, send two copies to us, 
one for review and one for permanent air play 
rotation (or just for air play if a release has 
already been reviewed). This is essential to 
keep the show more varied and updated, funner, 
more interesting, blah, blah.... Hey! Thanx a 
million in advance! 


ALL THE ARMS WE NEED 


You can still write for a free play 
120 minute cassette for a copy 


list. Send a 110 or 
of a recent show. 


RECAP OF PAST TWO MONTHS 

Special features: 

• On-air interview with SMUT 

• Trial Swedish hardcore hour 

• International wimmin’s month specials: one 
wimmin’s rights and wimmin’s fights. 

• Black history 

• The general ills of humanity and the capitalist 

system. 
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Q: What’s the difference between 
a cop and an onion? 

A: You only cry when you chop 
up an onion. 


Q: What infamous historical figure 
was the son of a cop? 

A: Adolf Hitler 


PAGE 3 PUNK 


Hello P.E. Crew! 

This is Heather, a 
woman that I have decided 
doesn't get as much recog¬ 
nition as she deserves. 
You'll find here in the shad¬ 
ows... Usually with a cup of 
coffee, on occasion cavort¬ 
ing with mannequins. See, 
we found this nifty camera 
one day, the kind that does 
everything for you. Well, it 
sucked actually but that 
didn’t stop us from traips¬ 
ing around downtown find¬ 
ing enjoyment in things like 
perfume and prom dresses 
and well-dressed men 
(whereas before we did not). 
It was definitely a day of 
new experiences and self- 
realizations (like Heather is 
allergic to perfume and 
prom dresses are really 
ugly). Well anyways... 
Here’s Heather. —MizMolly 

Cheers for the photo! 
For sending in this issue's 
Page 3 Punk snapshot Miz 
Molly and Heather each will 
be sent a copy of the 
PISSED. 7” hot off the 
presses! You too can get 
free shit sent to you if we 
print your Page 3 Punk 
photo so get that shutter 
snappin 7 


PAGE 3 COP JOKE: COP TRIVIA: 


Anarcha-Feminist 
Wimmin’s Health Tour 


We are a small group of amazon 
anarchist warriors in the process of teaching 
ourselves and each other about wimmin's 
reproductive health. We are learning about 
menstrual extractions, (a method of remov¬ 
ing mentrual blood for the purpose of early 
abortion) herbal abort'ifacients, and social 
and political issues around wimmin’s health 
and sexuality. 

We want to cre¬ 
ate a collective in 
Minneapolis that 
will deal with 
these issues 
since abortions is 
inaccessible to 
most wimmin at 
this time and the 
patriarchal medi¬ 
cal system is so 
fucked up. Some 
other things we 
want to concen¬ 
trate on are: les¬ 
bian health, sexu¬ 
ally transmitted 
diseases, cervi¬ 
cal and breast 
cancer, forced sterilization, and AIDS. 

We come from the understanding that 
wimmin of lower classes, wimmin of color, 
lesbians, bisexuals, homeless wimmin, dif- 
ferently-abled wimmin, institutionalized 
wimmin, older wimmin and younger wimmin 
are excluded from receiving information about 
care for their bodies in an inexpensive, car¬ 
ing and sensitive, wimmin-centered environ¬ 
ment. That’s why we want to distribute 


information that’s easily accessible, under¬ 
standable and free. We plan to do work¬ 
shops in community centers, show films, and 
give information about self-pelvic exams. 

We see the work that we're doing 
here in Minneapolis as part of a larger move¬ 
ment towards wimmin becoming more self- 
sufficient and autonomous. Roe v. Wade is 

only a small re¬ 
form in the sys¬ 
tem and what 
we want is to 
create a new 
system where 
wimmin are in 
control of their 
bodies and 
their lives. A 
wayweseethis 
happening is by 
forming a net¬ 
work of 
automonous 
collectives. We 
can share infor- 
mation, help 
distribute infor¬ 
mation and pro¬ 
vide resources for the communities we live 
in. Something we want to see happen in the 
near future is a health tour where wimmin 
from this network go around the continent to 
share hands-on knowledge with interested 
wimmin. If you would like to be a part of this 
network we want to be in contact with you. 
So write us at: Anarcha-Feminist Wimmin’s 
Health Tour / PO Box 581354 / Minneapolis, 
MN 55458-1354 



MAKING PUNK A TREND AGAIN: BASTARDS PT. 2 
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in. Something we want to see happen in the 
near future is a health tour where wimmin 
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share hands-on knowledge with interested 
wimmin. If you would like to be a part of this 
network we want to be in contact with you. 
So write us at: Anarcha-Feminist Wimmin’s 
Health Tour / PO Box 581354 / Minneapolis, 
MN 55458-1354 
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a cop and an onion? 

A: You only cry when you chop 
up an onion. 


PAGE 3 COP JOKE: 


MAKING PUNK A TREND AGAIN: BASTARDS PT. 2 


It seems, like some wisened old dead 
asshole once said, that history moves in 
cycles, especially music history. Going 
back as far as most of us remember of such 
things as fashion, music and so on we can 
see this cycle in its most crude form— 
Grateful Dead shows, LSD and the return of 
the neo-hippies. However fresh and new 
this may have been the first time around, this 
80’s rehash was primarily motivated by su¬ 
perstar trend-setters along with hordes of 
middle-aged entrepreneurs wanting to cash 
in on the new market of youth willing to pay 
big money for tie-dyes and love beads. 
Needless to say, these same people drove 
many of us into the punk scene as an 
escape from this now-empty youth faddism. 

It seems the cycle is continuing as the 
disco trend again passes into the dustbin of 
history, discarded by the only logical reac¬ 
tion—punk rock. Most of us grew up too late 
to experience the beginning of what has 
been called punk rock. Jumping the compe¬ 
tition in the trend-making business, Spin 
magazine is at the forefront of the media and 
music industry’s attempt to make punk a 
trend again, for better or for worse. 

The new wave of punk marketability 
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Special Issue: 7th Anniversary 


I Spin. 

Like the hippy trend of the 1980’s, this 
new version of the original is being crammed 
back down the throats of a new generation 
of alienated and disaffected youth by middle- 
aged people who want to relive their youth 
and make money while doing it. As well, 
superstars are picking up on the trend along 
with their corporate friends like Stolichnaya 
Vodka, Hyundai, MTV, and just about any¬ 
one under the sun selling their crap to 
younger markets. 

However, this rehash is quite the oppo¬ 
site of what punk means to us—punk is anti¬ 
establishment and the rejection and utter 
destruction of popular culture. We are not 
opposed to punk being a popular youth 
movement; far from it. What should be 
opposed is corporate scumbag involvement 
in a counterculture we youths have built 
over the years ourselves. What the mass 
media has forgotten (or never knew) is that 
punk never really died. Just because the 
media moved on to glorifying shit metal or 
dance crap after they squeezed all they 
could out of punk doesn’t mean punk died, 
it means it went back into the hands of those 
who actually give a shit about it. However, 
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VAT How They Made It 
Ive, L7, Curve, Lush, Bikini Kill 


It seems, like some wisened old dead 
asshole once said, that history moves in 
cycles, especially music history. Going 
back as far as most of us remember of such 
things as fashion, music and so on we can 
see this cycle in its most crude form— 
Grateful Dead shows, LSD and the return of 
the neo-hippies. However fresh and new 
this may have been the first time around, this 
80’s rehash was primarily motivated by su¬ 
perstar trend-setters along with hordes of 
middle-aged entrepreneurs wanting to cash 
in on the new market of youth willing to pay 
big money for tie-dyes and love beads. 
Needless to say, these same people drove 
many of us into the punk scene as an 
escape from this now-empty youth faddism. 

It seems the cycle is continuing as the 
disco trend again passes into the dustbin of 
history, discarded by the only logical reac¬ 
tion—punk rock. Most of us grew up too late 
to experience the beginning of what has 
been called punk rock. Jumping the compe¬ 
tition in the trend-making business, Spin 
magazine is at the forefront of the media and 
music industry’s attempt to make punk a 
trend again, for better or for worse. 

The new wave of punk marketability 
around the world is reflected in former punk 
icons like the Clash selling Levi’s in Europe, 
Steve Jones doing anti-drug ads and Henry 
Rollins selling Gap sweatshirts. Punk styles 
and sounds are also being used to build a 
new market with so-called punk bands like 
Nirvana making the top of the radio charts 
and the music press sucking in the more 
mainstream fringes of punk. 

Seen the latest issue of Spin magazine 
lately, sporting our heroes Sid Vicious and 
Johnny Rotten on the cover? Spin, the 
magazine which over their sickening seven 
years of existence has claimed to be on the 
forefront of trendiness, are now riding high 
on the wave of nouveau-punk with the ex¬ 
clamation of the Sex Pistols, Ramones and 
the Clash among the greatest rock bands of 
all time. Leading the pack of bands embody¬ 
ing the new punk wave is (not surprisingly) 


Special Issue: 7th Anniversary 


Nirvana, who are mentioned at least 300 times 
in this issue. There is nothing but praise of 
Nirvana and their “songs of pain and rebellion’’ 
heralding inthe new wave of youth disaffection 
and the emergence of punk as pop-culture. If 
Nirvana is the embodiment of punk in the 90’s 
then they must be the emobodiment of God as 


well-not likely! Like so many others before 
them, Nirvana simply used punk as a stepping 
stone to success, thrusting other bands into 
the spotlight (willingly or otherwise) like L7, 
Social Distortion, Helmet, Rollins Band, Bad 
Brains, Bad Religion, Fugazi and Jawbox—all 
bands prominently mentioned in this issue of 


Spin. 

Like the hippy trend of the 1980’s, this 
new version of the original is being crammed 
back down the throats of a new generation 
of alienated and disaffected youth by middle- 
aged people who want to relive their youth 
and make money while doing it. As well, 
superstars are picking up on the trend along 
with their corporate friends like Stolichnaya 
Vodka, Hyundai, MTV, and just about any¬ 
one under the sun selling their crap to 
younger markets. 

However, this rehash is quite the oppo¬ 
site of what punk means to us—punk is anti¬ 
establishment and the rejection and utter 
destruction of popular culture. We are not 
opposed to punk being a popular youth 
movement; far from it. What should be 
opposed is corporate scumbag involvement 
in a counterculture we youths have built 
over the years ourselves. What the mass 
media has forgotten (or never knew) is that 
punk never really died. Just because the 
media moved on to glorifying shit metal or 
dance crap after they squeezed all they 
could out of punk doesn’t mean punk died, 
it means it went back into the hands of those 
who actually give a shit about it. However, 
now that punk has built itself a respectable 
following — largely through the do-it-your- 
self efforts of the youths themselves — the 
music business smells money and are now 
moving in big time. 

Punk won’t die after shit rags like Spin 
or Billboard move on to the next trend. The 
people who are involved in punk for the 
music and/or for its potential for helping 
foment social change will still be here long 
after the obese men in the pin-striped suits 
have moved on to bigger things. However, 
what will be the effects of their ravagings of 
ourculture? Onlytime will tell, but ifwe have 
any say in the matter, punk will remain a 
movement for and by the people who love it 
and not by those who judge it only by its 
“market potential.” Punk rock is about de¬ 
stroying popular culture like Spin magazine, 
not being featured in it! 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


GLORIOUS WNC 
SQUATTERS ACQUITTED 
Given Key To City 

By Jan Kraker 

In May 1990, violent confrontations erupted 
between squatters and riot police in the Dutch dty 
of Groningen as the dty officials enacted martial 
law and authorized the use of near-lethal doses of 
tear gas to evict the WNC squat complex. When 
the squatters surrendered, well over 100 were 
arrested and detained for several weeks in isola¬ 
tion. All those arrested were charged with Article 
140, a Dutch anti-terrorist law which makes sym¬ 
pathy for/membership in an illegal organization a 
punishable offence. Buton November 26, a Dutch 
court ruled that the crimes committed (i.e. militant 
squat defense) were one-off deeds and that the 
Illegal organization" (i.e. a group of squatters) 
was not criminally active at other times, thus 
Article 140 could not apply. Likewise, all 115 
persons charged with Artide 141 (public violence) 
were acquitted due to lack of evidence—everyone 
had been masked during the confrontations with 
police! Unfortunately eight people were given 
sentences ranging from three to four months for 
violating Article 141, probably because they gave 
self-incriminating statements to police while in 
detention. 

- compiled by Autonome Forum from NN 

REVENGE OF THE 
KILLER C.U.N.T.S. 

A group of underground feminists has been 
making midnight strikes against frat houses at the 
University of California at Santa Barbara in protest 
against sexist treatment of women. The anony¬ 
mous raiders plaster posters on fences and signs, 
tack up pornographic pictures of women with 
captions such as “This is how fraternities see you" 
and spray paint angry messages in their wake. 

The organization, which calls itself Creative 
Underground Network of Truthful Sisters, struck 
for the first time last spring and has held candle¬ 
light vigils to celebrate the death of sexism. The 
group’s message elicits sympathy among stu¬ 
dents but is unsurprisingly controversial as a 
spokesperson for the fraternity Phi Kappa Psi, the 
only fraternity to file a formal complaint, said, 
"They are no more than common criminals." Oth¬ 
ers, however, feel the aggressive group is making 


KLANSMEN AND COPS 
PURGED FROM DENVER 
IN PROLETARIAN UPRISING 

By Brian Circle 

On January 20 in Denver the Ku Klux Klan decided to hold a protest 
on the capitol steps to disrupt the Martin Luther King Jr. march. The Klan 
demo was announced in advance so of course a third group of anti¬ 
protestors consisting of punks, freaks, SHARP skins, hippies, Malcolm X 
heads, ethnic gangs and others gathered to throw insults, snowballs and 
bottles at the nazi rednecks and skinheads who were seig heiling and 
chanting “white power” through a cheezy little P.A. 

The Klan group then went inside the capitol to do their press stuff 
(which was just more seig heiling and chanting), then marched down 
through a tunnel to an exit across the south capitol wing. This was 
supposed to be a secret but the anti-Klan crowd figured this out; the 
protected prison buses waiting for the nazis away gave their plans away. 
The surprised nazis and cops were bombarded with snowballs. The cops 
tried to get them all safely inside the bus with the nazis still seig heiling. A 
few ran back inside. 

The bus drove off with protesters still throwing things at it. The cops 
lined up to disperse the crowd in full riot gear. These cops — 500 or so — 
were here to protect 120 nazis. As the bus disappeared behind the line of 
cops an empty cruiser was overturned and other cop cars were smashed. 
The first tear gas was shot into the crowd of Klan protesters and MLK Jr. 
marchers (almost hitting me in the head!). 

This was NOT a race riot. The Klan protesters were of all colors —this was 
an anti-fascist demo; anti-Klan, anti-Nazi, anti-police! The organizers of the 
KKK said the/re gonna do it again next year. Next time we’ll bring gas masks. 



BERKELEY ANARCHISTS RECLAIM PARK, TAKE OVER CITY 


Execution Date Set for Cops, Heads of State, and Landlords 


Demonstrators at People’s Park in Berkeley 
took direct action against the hated volleyball 
courts last December, chopping down the nets in 
broad daylight with a chainsaw! 

During a music festival at the park angry 
concert goers vented their anger with the system, 
the destruction of their park, and frat boy volley ball 
players by assaulting the hated volleyball courts, 
which were erected last fall despite massive dem¬ 
onstrations and riots in which police fired rubber 
and wooden bullets into crowds. 

People first tried to pull the center post down 
with a rope, but the rope snapped. They tried 
again, with similar unlucky results. However, the 
protestors continued to work at wrecking the hid¬ 
eous courts, undaunted by previous failures. One 



started hassling 
people, especially 
the long-time park 
defenders. People 
responded by toss¬ 
ing bottles, rocks 
and garbage at the 
pigs, and at least 
one cop was sent 


to the hospital and another ate a 40-ounce bottle. 
(Way to go, crusties!) One protestor was injured, 
but no arrests were made. 

In a related story, Caroline "Blue Sky" John¬ 
son doused Berkeley City Council members with 
skunk oil after they tabled a proposal that would 
have banned the use of "crowd control" munitions 
like the ones used in the People’s Park riots last 
summer for sixty days. 

Blue Sky was charged with seven felonies 
and two misdemeanors, with the fire chief making 
the ludicrous charge that she dumped cyanide on 
the Council members! Of course, analysis of the 
Council members' clothes (which were quaran¬ 
tined!) showed no cyanide or other poisons. 

In iail. Blue Skv was hoatied sent to the 













sentences ranging from three to four months for 
violating Article 141, probably because they gave 
self-incriminating statements to police while in 
detention. 

- compiled by Autonome Forum from A/A/ 

REVENGE OF THE 
KILLER C.U.N.T.S. 

A group of underground feminists has been 
making midnight strikes against frat houses at the 
University of California at Santa Barbara in protest 
against sexist treatment of women. The anony¬ 
mous raiders plaster posters on fences and signs, 
tack up pornographic pictures of women with 
captions such as "This is how fraternities see you" 
and spray paint angry messages in their wake. 

The organization, which calls itself Creative 
Underground Network of Truthful Sisters, struck 
for the first time last spring and has held candle¬ 
light vigils to celebrate the death of sexism. The 
group’s message elicits sympathy among stu¬ 
dents but is unsurprisingly controversial as a 
spokesperson for the fraternity Phi Kappa Psi, the 
only fraternity to file a formal complaint, said, 
"They are no more than common criminals." Oth¬ 
ers, however, feel the aggressive group is making 
a strong message for women. "They are getting 
the job done," said Dan Hilldale, a staff writer who 
has followed the group in the Daily Nexus, the 
UCSB newspaper, “Sexism is deeply ingrained at 
this school." 

- Adapted from an article appearing in Wind 
Chill Factor 
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The first tear gas was shot into the crowd of Klan protesters and MLK Jr. 
marchers (almost hitting me in the head!). 

This was NOT a race riot. The Klan protesters were of all colors —this was 
an anti-fascist demo: anti-Klan, anti-Nazi, anti-police! The organizers of the 
KKK said they’re gonna do it again next year. Next time we’ll bring gas masks. 



BERKELEY ANARCHISTS RECLAIM PARK, TAKE OVER CITY 


Execution Date Set for Cops, Heads of State, and Landlords 


Demonstrators at People’s Park in Berkeley 
took direct action against the hated volleyball 
courts last December, chopping down the nets in 
broad daylight with a chainsaw! 

During a music festival at the park angry 
concert goers vented their anger with the system, 
the destruction of their park, and frat boy volleyball 
players by assaulting the hated volleyball courts, 
which were erected last fall despite massive dem¬ 
onstrations and riots in which police fired rubber 
and wooden bullets into crowds. 

People first tried to pull the center post down 
with a rope, but the rope snapped. They tried 
again, with similar unlucky results. However, the 
protestors continued to work at wrecking the hid¬ 
eous courts, undaunted by previous failures. One 
bright young spark emerged from the crowd with 
a chainsaw, and surrounded by a crowd to keep 
the cops out, proceeded to chop down the center 
post. Finally, someone using a chainsaw for a 
constructive purpose! 

The cops, realizing what had been done, 


started hassling 
people, especially 
the long-time park 
defenders. People 
responded by toss¬ 
ing bottles, rocks 
and garbage at the 
pigs, and at least 
one cop was sent 



to the hospital and another ate a 40-ounce bottle. 
(Way to go, crushes!) One protestor was injured, 
but no arrests were made. 

In a related story, Caroline “Blue Sky" John¬ 
son doused Berkeley City Council members with 
skunk oil after they tabled a proposal that would 
have banned the use of “crowd control" munitions 
like the ones used in the People’s Park riots last 
summer for sixty days. 

Blue Sky was charged with seven felonies 
and two misdemeanors, with the fire chief making 
the ludicrous charge that she dumped cyanide on 
the Council members! Of course, analysis of the 
Council members' clothes (which were quaran¬ 
tined!) showed no cyanide or other poisons. 

In jail, Blue Sky was hogtied, sent to the 
hospital fora “psychiatricevaluation,"forcibly strip 
searched, and held in leg irons. 

To write Blue Sky or send her badly needed 
funds for her defense, write Info Cafe / 3833 MLK 
Jr. Way / Oakland, CA 94609 (510) 601-9252. 

— gently culled from Love and Rage and Info Cafe 


TWIN CITIES HAPPENINGS IN BRIEF 



A RECIPE FOR BAKLAVA 

Baklava Autonomist Group is an anti- while creating resistance to the varied forms 
authoritarian/anarchist affinity group in Chi- of oppression that dominate our daily lives, 
cago whose focus is on building an opposi- We strive for both education and action; 
tional counterculture through such varied study history but live for today; and wish to 
means as producing a zine, the Wind Chill create while we destroy. We are interested in 
Factor ; showing films with political discus- networking, supporting resistance, and work- 
sions afterwards (called Thinking Faction); ing on a variety of issues. We hold meetings 
hosting anarchist community coffeehouses; weekly as well as other regular events, 
doing direct action; distributing literature WindChillFactorisourbi-monthly(more 

and music; and working with our local radi- or less...) outburstof creativity, rants, theory, 
cal activist groups and with the DIY music news, action and more. It is both our outlet 
scene. for expression and communication as well 

Baklava is very informal having no strict as being our vehicle for radical networking, 
organization, no political statements, no lead- Submissions and contributions of all kinds 
ers, and essentially no rules. We’re basi- are welcomed and encouraged, 
callyagroupof individuals who agree politi- To contact: WCF/Baklava / P.O. Box 

cally (more or less...) who want to develop a 81961 / Chicago, IL 60681 
bit of personal and community autonomy 


HUNGRY MOB LYNCHES AND EATS WILLIAM BENNETT 

On the evening of January 22, over 150 demonstrators showed up to tell William Bennett what they thinkof him and his fellow 
right-wing-conservative hacks at an “Eat the Rich’ demonstration sponsored by TCAF (Twin Cities Anarchist Federation), NORML 
and other groups. The $50-a-plate dinner, at which Bennett was the keynote speaker, was to benefit the Center of the American 
Experiment, a local righi-wing conservative "think tank’ set up to represent the interests of the rich, white corporate elite pushing 
for conservative legislation and government policy. Meanwhile, demonstrators kept warm outside despite the cold with boisterous 



ANTI-REPUBUNAZI GATHERING 1992! 

At the Circle-A round-up we’uns here in Texas 
decided to put out the call for an international gathering 


WEST COAST ANARCHIST GATHERING 

AYF, Stefan Wray and Acts of Resistance 
Video Production Group are proposing to orga¬ 
nize a gathering of anarchists from California, 
Oregon, Washington and British Columbia, to 
take place some time in the sDrina of 1992. Ideas. 
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has followed the group in the Daily Nexus, the 
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this school." 

- Adapted from an article appearing in Wind 
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TWIN CITIES HAPPENINGS IN BRIEF 


HUNGRY MOB LYNCHES AND EATS WILLIAM BENNETT 


On the evening of January 22, over 150 demonstrators showed up to tell William Bennett what they think of him and his fellow 
right-wing-conservative hacks at an "Eat the Rich’demonstration sponsored by TCAF (Twin Cities Anarchist Federation), NORML 
and other groups. The $50-a-plate dinner, at which Bennett was the keynote speaker, was to benefit the Center of the American 
Experiment, a local right-wing conservative "think tank’ set up to represent the interests of the rich, white corporate elite pushing 
for conservative legislation and government policy. Meanwhile, demonstrators kept warm outside despite the cold with boisterous 
chanting aimed at the arriving guests and fed on food brought by TCAF for demonstrators and poor passers-by as well. - Bv Dan 
V.L Photo by Jhen Dennis 


INVADERS FROM MARS 
DESCEND ON MINNEAPOLIS 

On January 26, the biggest corporate-sponsored sports 
event in America took place in Minneapolis—what we've 
fondly come to know as the "Stupid Bowr As football 
fans descended in hordes on downtown Minneapolis 
and with millions watching on T.V., a massive demon¬ 
stration disrupted the spectacle of the day. A demon¬ 
stration sponsored by the American Indian Movement 
attracted over 1000 supporters who were protesting the 
degrading and racist use of Indian names, as exempli¬ 
fied on this day by the Washington “Redskins," as well 
as against 500 years of exploitation of Native Ameri¬ 
cans on the quincentennial of Columbus' “discovery" of 
the “new world." Most of the day’s events centered 
around speakers as well as a march around “the cov¬ 
ered wagon" of the Metrodome. Anarchists present 
represented such groups as AWOL, ARA and TCAF. 


TOXIC BACTERIA ACCIDENTALLY 
RELEASED IN THE TWIN CITIES 

On February 19, a contingency of local activ¬ 
ists set the field in protest of an appearance of Vice 
President Dan Quayle at a Republican Party fund¬ 
raiser at the Hyatt-Regency Hotel in downtown 
Minneapolis. A contingency of local anarchist 
formed a black bloc in the demonstration opposite 
the Hyatt as the police had barricaded off the front 
of the hotel. The demonstration started by pa¬ 
tiently waiting through the expected speakers 
then marched around to the back of the building in 
anticipation of Quayle leaving via a back exit. 
However at this point the demonstration lost most 
of its momentum and after a small period of time 
of facing down an overwhelming and intimidating 
police presence, the demo broke up before Quayle 
was spotted. - By Dan V.L 
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searched, and held in leg irons. 

To write Blue Sky or send her badly needed 
funds for her defense, write Info Cafe / 3833 MLK 
Jr. Way / Oakland, CA 94609 (510) 601-9252. 

— gently culled from Love and Rage and Info Cafe 
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Baklava Autonomist Group is an anti- while creating resistance to the varied forms 
authoritarian/anarchist affinity group in Chi- of oppression that dominate our daily lives, 
cago whose focus is on building an opposi- We strive for both education and action; 
tional counterculture through such varied study history but live for today; and wish to 
means as producing a zine, the Wind Chill create while we destroy. We are interested in 
Factor; showing films with political discus- networking, supporting resistance, and work- 
sions afterwards (called Thinking Faction); ing on a variety of issues. We hold meetings 
hosting anarchist community coffeehouses; weekly as well as other regular events, 
doing direct action; distributing literature Wind Chill Factorisour bi-monthly (more 

and music; and working with our local radi- or less...)outburstof creativity, rants, theory, 
cal activist groups and with the DIY music news, action and more. It is both our outlet 
scene * for expression and communication as well 

Baklava is very informal having no strict as being our vehicle for radical networking, 
organization, no political statements, no lead- Submissions and contributions of all kinds 
ers, and essentially no rules. We re basi- are welcomed and encouraged, 
cally a group of individuals who agree politi- To contact: WCF/Baklava / P.O. Box 

cally (more or less...) who want to develop a 81961 / Chicago, IL 60681 
bit of personal and community autonomy 


WEST COAST ANARCHIST GATHERING 

AYF, Stefan Wray and Acts of Resistance 
Video Production Group are proposing to orga¬ 
nize a gathering of anarchists from California, 
Oregon, Washington and British Columbia, to 
take place some time in the spring of 1992. Ideas, 
suggestions workshop proposals and money are 
more than welcome. For a copy of the proposal 
send a SASE to one of the following contacts: AYF 
/ P.O. Box 162 / Eugene, OR 97440 or Stefan 
Wray/244016thSt. Box241 /San Francisco,CA 
94103 or Mike Lee for Acts of Resistance Video 
Production Group / 537 Jones #1584 / San 
Francisco, CA 94102 


A REMEMBRANCE OF ALEXANDER BERKMAN 

A proposal has been made for a remem¬ 
brance of Alexander Berkman on the 100th anni¬ 
versary of his assassination attempt of Henry Clay 
Frick during the Homestead Strike, on July 23rd, 
1892. For a copy of the proposal sendaS.A.S.E. 
to Gary L. Doebler/ P.O. Box 22412 / Pittsburgh, 
PA 15222 

"I believe that anarchism is the finest thing human¬ 
kind has ever thought of; the only thing that can 
give you liberty and well-being, and bring peace 
and joy to the world." - Alexander Berkman 



ANTI-REPUBUNAZI GATHERING 1992! 

At the Circle-A round-up we’uns here in Texas 
decided to put out the call for an international gathering 
at the Ftepublican/Nazi Convention, which takes place 
the week of August 16-21. Our goal is not to just go and 
protest against the elitist power structure, but to demon¬ 
strate how a community can function without hierarchy. 
It is our hope to create a number of Temporary Autono¬ 
mous Zones in Houston during that time. We will, of 
course, partake in protests aimed at the RNC, both as 
participants in other demos and in our own fashion. So 
far, there has been a music festival proposed, with 
suggestions for day-long actions by mud people, and a 
lingerie (everyone, men and women, wearing lingerie) 
march against sexual repression. Obviously there will 
be plenty of time to discuss more about what can be 
done between now and then. We will establish camp¬ 
sites staring on August 14th, with the possibility of 
squatting abandoned buildings, depending on people’s 
attitudes at the time. In the meanwhile, we need to start 
to spread the word around about the gathering, start to 
scrounge around for enough food to feed to everyone 
who comes out, and begins to make plans to spend time 
in Houston. It will be hot!! 

Viva la Revolution! Rob Los Ricos/504 W. 28th 
#81 / Austin, TX 78705 




















MORE ANTI-FASCIST REPORTS 


HITLER RETURNS FROM GRAVE! 



VALIANT ANARCHISTS SEND HIM BACK! 


By Yahoo 

In September of 1991, Germany was swept by an 
unprecedented wave of racist violence. The widespread 
attacks on foreigners and refugees seeking asylum in 
Germany were the product of a campaign of defamation 
which had been launched by the Conservative Party. In 
times of economic depression, the ruling Conservative 
Party had been constantly losing local and national 
elections in the past months. Trying to improve their 
image in those parts of the population that always like to 
think that their individual problems are the result of 
foreigners taking away their jobs, homes, wimmin.etc 
and not because of the incompetence of the govern¬ 
ment, they pushed for an amendment to the constitution 
which would have undermined the guarantee of asylum 
for political refugees. This guarantee was an important 
aspect of the original West German constitution of the 
early 1950's and has - according to the Conservatives 
and various fascist parties - been abused by multitudes 
of economic refugees who just come into the country to 
better their standard of living. This artificially created 
national controversy not only improved their election 
results in the city-state of Bremen but also swept the 
ultra right wing DVU (German People’s Union) into the 
state parliament with a frightening 6% of the votes. The 
daily brainwashing and defamation through the media 
encouraged racist thugs throughout Germany to vi¬ 
ciously attack foreigners and the homes where refu- 


and bricks while a seemingly uninterested police force 
watched. The atmosphere rose to such an intensity that 
foreigners were frightened to leave their houses. Not 
only did they have to face the nightly violence in front of 
their homes, but during the day they had to suffer abuse 
and racist slurs from the so-called “normal citizens". 

The culmination of these events happened in 
Hoyerswerda, which is a working class town in the state 
of Saxony(ex-GDR). In the course of 6 horrible days, up 
to 400 fascists laid a siege on the refugees' homes, 
bombarding the houses with petrol bombs and bricks 
while a couple dozen cops stood by, either unable or 
unwilling to do anything to stop the onslaught. After the 
sixth day, the local government decided to evacuate all 
foreigners out of the city, thereby allowing a first victory 
to those fascists wl)o wanted to make the town the first 
“dean" city in unified Germany. 

Encouraged by the passive stance of the police 
and the defamation campaign against foreigners in the 
media, small groups of fascists throughout the country 
intensified their attempts at ridding their own towns of 
any “un-aryan” elements. The disturbing climax of these 
attacks was in Saariouis, a small town at the western 
outskirts of Germany, near the French border. A house 
that was inhabited by refugees was set on fire, resulting 
in the death of one man from Ghana who died in the 
flames. In all, about 4 non-Germans died in this period 
of time from the results of radally motivated violence. 


To counteract the increasing racism in large parts 
of the German population and an obvious unwillingness 
by the “authorities" to stop racist murders, autonomous 
groups called for a solidarity demo in Hoyerswerda to 
show resistance to the radst sentiments of many Ger¬ 
mans. Activists came from all over Germany, with the 
greatest contingent coming from Berlin’s autonomous 
scene. All together, there were over 400 largely masked 
militants that faced - surprise, surprise - large numbers 
of riot control troops. This again shows the true face of 
the cops. Supposedly unable to protect a house from 
about 200 radsts, they strangely enough brought out 
the riot control troops once the autonomous groups 
show up. During the march, the pigs repeatedly at¬ 
tempted to provoke a riot, trying to arrest masked 
demonstrators and blocking streets on the official demo 
route. Although some street fighting occurred, the demo 
was largely peaceful. 

In the following weeks there were large anti¬ 
fascist demonstrations in most bigger cities in Ger¬ 
many, with hundreds of thousands of people showing 
their disgust for racism and fasdsm. Unfortunately, 
many of these protests were hijacked by the estab¬ 
lished parties like the Social Democratic Party and 
others who wanted to improve their image. 

After weeks of debates, the Conservative Party 
realized that it could never get the 2/3 vote that is 
necessary for an amendment to the constitution to be 


AYF AFFILIATE LIST 


This is the latest list of anarchistyouth groups 
affiliated with the Anarchist Youth Federation. If 
you would like to be added please contact the New 
York and Minneapolis AYF to ensure you get on 
the list. You should also write a brief description 
of your group, its actions, plans, focus, etc. and 
send it to the NY-AYF to be printed in the AYF 
Discussion Bulletin. If you need help getting 
organized please contact the Minneapols AYF for 
a resource-packed starter kit which contains ar- 
tides on organizing as well as samples of flyers 
and pamphlets. Several AYF groups have small 
distribution services which sell anarchist literature 
and music which could be a source of information 
and resources for propaganda. The AYF is a 
rapidly growing and dynamic organization, new 
groups are added all the time so keep in touch with 
Minneapolis or New York to keep your mailing list 
current. The much talked about and needed AYF 
Conference will be held in Dayton on May 8-11. 
Write D.A.C. for more info (send stamps and/or 
money!). There are a lot of groups just getting 
organized now so expect this list to be longer next 
time you see it. So stop reading this, find the group 
in your area (or start the group in your area) and go 
smash the state! 
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VALIANT ANARCHISTS SEND HIM BACK! 


By Yahoo 

In September of 1991, Germany was swept by an 
unprecedented wave of racist violence. The widespread 
attacks on foreigners and refugees seeking asylum in 
Germany were the product of a campaign of defamation 
which had been launched by the Conservative Party. In 
times of economic depression, the ruling Conservative 
Party had been constantly losing local and national 
elections in the past months. Trying to improve their 
image in those parts of the population that always like to 
think that their individual problems are the result of 
foreigners taking away their jobs, homes, wimmin.etc 
and not because of the incompetence of the govern¬ 
ment, they pushed for an amendment to the constitution 
which would have undermined the guarantee of asylum 
for political refugees. This guarantee was an important 
aspect of the original West German constitution of the 
early 1950's and has - according to the Conservatives 
and various fascist parties - been abused by multitudes 
of economic refugees who just come into the country to 
better their standard of living. This artificially created 
national controversy not only improved their election 
results in the city-state of Bremen but also swept the 
ultra right wing DVU (German People's Union) into the 
state parliament with a frightening 6% of the votes. The 
daily brainwashing and defamation through the media 
encouraged racist thugs throughout Germany to vi¬ 
ciously attack foreigners and the homes where refu¬ 
gees seeking asylum live. In the course of the month, 
there were almost 900 attacks on these homes, which 
usually meant that 20-80 fascists bone heads attacked 
defenseless people in their houses with petrol bombs 


and bricks while a seemingly uninterested police force 
watched. The atmosphere rose to such an intensity that 
foreigners were frightened to leave their houses. Not 
only did they have to face the nightly violence in front of 
their homes, but during the day they had to suffer abuse 
and racist slurs from the so-called “normal citizens". 

The culmination of these events happened in 
Hoyerswerda, which is a working class town in the state 
of Saxony(ex-GDR). In the course of 6 horrible days, up 
to 400 fascists laid a siege on the refugees' homes, 
bombarding the houses with petrol bombs and bricks 
while a couple dozen cops stood by, either unable or 
unwilling to do anything to stop the onslaught. After the 
sixth day, the local government decided to evacuate all 
foreigners out of the city, thereby allowing a first victory 
to those fascists wfyo wanted to make the town the first 
“dean" city in unified Germany. 

Encouraged by the passive stance of the police 
and the defamation campaign against foreigners in the 
media, small groups of fascists throughout the country 
intensified their attempts at ridding their own towns of 
any “un-aryan" elements. The disturbing climax of these 
attacks was in Saariouis, a small town at the western 
outskirts of Germany, near the French border. A house 
that was inhabited by refugees was set on fire, resulting 
in the death of one man from Ghana who died in the 
flames. In all, about 4 non-Germans died in this period 
of time from the results of racially motivated violence. 
The most brutal death occurred in a small town outside 
of Berlin, where about a dozen boneheads raided the 
house of an African, chased him up into the third floor 
and then proceeded to throw him out of the window. 


To counteract the increasing racism in large pads 
of the German population and an obvious unwillingness 
by the “authorities" to stop racist murders, autonomous 
groups called fa a solidarity demo in Hoyerswerda to 
show resistance to the racist sentiments of many Ger¬ 
mans. Activists came from all over Germany, with the 
greatest contingent coming from Berlin’s autonomous 
scene. All together, there were over 400 largely masked 
militants that faced - surprise, surprise - large numbers 
of riot control troops. This again shows the true face of 
the cops. Supposedly unable to protect a house from 
about 200 racists, they strangely enough brought out 
the rio* control troops once the autonomous groups 
show up. During the march, the pigs repeatedly at¬ 
tempted to provoke a riot, trying to arrest masked 
demonstrators and blocking streets on the official demo 
route. Although some street fighting occurred, the demo 
was largely peaceful. 

In the following weeks there were large anti¬ 
fascist demonstrations in most bigger cities in Ger¬ 
many, with hundreds of thousands of people showing 
their disgust for racism and fascism. Unfortunately, 
many of these protests were hijacked by the estab¬ 
lished parties like the Social Democratic Party and 
others who wanted to improve their image. 

After weeks of debates, the Conservative Party 
realized that it could never get the 2/3 vote that is 
necessary fa an amendment to the constitution to be 
passed and the propaganda machine grinded to a halt 
Along with it, the number of arson attacks and other 
violence against faeigners died down(How surprising!?), 
although sporadic attacks still happen up until now. 
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FRENCH NF FORCIBLY DISBANDED BY ANARCHISTS 


Le Pen Repents, Takes Job as Parking Attendant 


By Eric W. 


Anti-Fascists in France have been busy this year organizing 
against the French National Front and their notorious leader Le Pen, 
who are taking their fascist bullshit on tour as French elections near. 

On January 21, the NF organized a meeting in the city of Caen and 
2000 demonstrators showed up to prevent the meeting. Some violence 
was reported and cops shot tear gas into the crowds, but mostly at the 
anti-fascist side, surprise, surprise. The prefect (police chief) an¬ 
nounced to the crowd that the meeting would not be allowed to take 
place but the next day anti-fascists picked up the morning paper only to 
discover that somehow the NF had gotten 1000 people inside and 
conducted the meeting after all, with Le Pen turning it into a press 
conference. 

On February 4,3000 took part in an anti-Le Pen demo in Nantes. 
Two hundred youths managed to enter the meeting in an attempt to 
disrupt it. 

On February 13 in Dijon, about 30 organizations called fa an anti- 
Le Pen demonstration. Many of the groups were liberal leftists, and they 
asked the 2800 people to disband after an hour. However, the 
protestors had plans of their own, and with cries of “Le Pen fascist! 
Poujade collaborator!" (Poujade is the mayaof Dijon) the crowd made 
their way to the NF meeting. They were met with barricades and two 
companies of riot police, and a violent confrontation ensued. Several 
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house of an African, chased him up into the third floor 
and then proceeded to throw him out of the window. 


Along with it, the number of arson attacks and other 
violence against foreigners died down(How surprising!?), 
although sporadic attacks still happen up until now. 
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TOM ROBB BURNED ATTHE STAKE IN JANESVILLE 


On February 15th members of the Twin Cities 
Anti-Racist Action groups and other individuals from the 
area caravaned to the rural town of Janesville Wiscon¬ 
sin to face Tom Robb and the Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan. Robb had come to Janesville to give a public 
address on the Rock County courthouse steps in re¬ 
sponse to budding Klan support in the area. Local 
lefties had asked people to ignore the event in hopes 
that it would just go away, but those, like ARA, who are 
making a concentrated effort against racism know that 
when racist scumbags like Robb get a free ride 
unconfronted, they thrive and their messages of geno¬ 
cide and hate are heard and in most cases acted upon. 
When ARA arrived at the courthouse there was already 
a fence extending about 50-75 feet all around the steps 
with a uniformed copper every ten feet on both sides 
and at least ten more cronies of the state undercover 


mingling about the crowd. There were students and 
locals chanting and marching in a circle. AIRA joined in, 
passed out information and began scoping out the 
scene. A bit later a group of three local racists arrived 
on the scene and were immediately surrounded and 
shouted down; the coppers busted in and formed a 
protective circle around the men. The racists got 
snowballed in the face and when a member of ARA 
pulled down their confederate flag he was tackled and 
get his face bashed in by the boys in blue. Then, get this, 
they stick him in a waiting paddy wagon in which soon 
after they escort the same three racists for their own 
safety. When Robb then began his address ARA and 
the other activists at the scene turned up the volume. 
While many folks came to listen to Robb's racist propa¬ 
ganda they were either turned away by ARA’s militant 
presence or stood and tried to hear the bits of shit they 


Le Pen Repents , Takes Job as Parking Attendant 

Anti-Fascists in France have been busy this year organizing 
against the French National Front and their notorious leader Le Pen, 
who are taking their fascist bullshit on tour as French elections near. 

On January 21, the NF organized a meeting in the city of Caen and 
2000 demonstrators showed up to prevent the meeting. Some violence 
was reported and cops shot tear gas into the crowds, but mostly at the 
anti-fascist side, surprise, surprise. The prefect (police chief) an¬ 
nounced to the crowd that the meeting would not be allowed to take 
place but the next day anti-fascists picked up the morning paper only to 
discover that somehow the NF had gotten 1000 people inside and 
conducted the meeting after all, with Le Pen turning it into a press 
conference. 

On February 4,3000 took part in an anti-Le Pen demo in Nantes. 

Two hundred youths managed to enter the meeting in an attempt to 
disrupt it. 

On February 13 in Dijon, about 30 organizations called for an anti- 
Le Pen demonstration. Many of the groups were liberal leftists, and they 
asked the 2800 people to disband after an hour. However, the 
protestors had plans of their own, and with cries of “Le Pen fascist! 

Poujade collaborator!" (Poujade is the mayor of Dijon) the crowd made 
their way to the NF meeting. They were met with barricades and two 
companies of riot police, and a violent confrontation ensued. Several 
demonstrators were badly injured. 

It was the first violent confrontation of this magnitude since 1978. 

The cops also seized the opportunity to attack journalists and they 
destroyed or confiscated the materials of the AFP (French Press 
Agency). 


By Eric W. 


could decipher over anti-racist screams and chants. 

Near the end of the event one of the racist organizers 
was being escorted away by a battalion of state stooges 
so ARA and other anti-racist folks followed and en¬ 
circled. A womyn from ARA covered the coppers and 
the racist croonie in fluorescent green spray confetti, 
confusing the hell out of them. Soon after they nicked 
another member of ARA. This led to the mass of anti¬ 
racist folks confronting the kops in the street. The 
wagon pulled away and the crowd moved back up to the 
fence to wish Robb and his pals a head on collision 
goodbye. ARA took off down to the Rock County jail 
where the bureaucrats bullshitted for three hours before 
they’d let ARA bail their members out. One car load of 
unarrested and unarresters waited in a parking lot away 
from the jail and found safe shelter back in Madison 
while waiting to hear from the rest of the group. ARA 
raised the militancy and the volume in the rural town of 
Janesville for only a few hours but what was seen by the 
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lefties and the locals at the event was nothing that could 
be trivialized or blown over. They saw people confront¬ 
ing racism with anger and action which could empower 
them to fight the racist organizing in their town that 
continues. ARA was able to bail out the members of the 
group who were arrested because of the money that 
was raised at the Rock Against Racism concert put on 
at the U of M campus by University ARA with help from 
the other ARA groups in the Twin Cities. The U group 
is continuing work against the White Student Union. 
East Side ARA had a free showing of the Autobiography 
of Malcolm X on February 27th - the film was well 
attended by members of the community. On March 
20th, South Minneapolis ARA gave a free showing of 
the film Bom In Flames, a fictional movie about Black 
and Latina wimmin and their struggle for liberation. For 
more information about ARA write to: P.O. Box 80634, 
Minneapolis, MN 55408. Sending a S.A.S.E. would 
help. Hotline: (612) 776-4022 





















On the way over here I saw a crafty stencil on 
the regrettably closed Olympia Gym which carried 
the slogan “Punks And Skins Unite." Although it 
makes good lyrical matter for Blitz songs I have a big 
problem with such a slogan. I don’t mean to dis any 
serious revolutionary anarchist anti-racist skins tike 
the local Saorise Skins, but such an open-ended. 
statement of unity is a big mistake. As RAID says “I 
won’t unite with what I despise." I couldn’t agree 
more. I’d never want to unite with such a sexist, 
homophobic hardline band or just about any other 
skinheads I’ve met, be they racist or anti-racist. Face 
it, mostskinheads are rednecks in a different uniform 
who have about as much in common with the punks 
as we do with frat boys or cops. I don’t believe in 
"unity" in the scene. I won’t unite with 
SKREWDRIVER, G. G. ALLIN or SHARP. I have 
nothing in common with such people and if anything 
oppose them. I won’t unite with about 90% of the 
Skinheads I’ve met because with the exception and 
a handful in Minneapolis and Cinci. I find myself 
opposed to their patriotic, sexist, homophobic, and 
usually racist views and actions. Fuck unity. If you- 
don’t like it, sue me. Now that’s off my tattooed chest 
open a homebrew, turn up Abrasive Wheels and 
read on. 

1. To the dustheap of history. During the Rus¬ 
sian Civil War of 1918-21 the Bolshevik dictatorship 
was able to crush the Russian anarchist movement 
which probably best reflected the revolutionary aspi¬ 
rations of the Russian people. Trotsky gloated with 
Lenin that anarchism had been cast on “the dustheap 
of history." The Bolshevik victory allowed them to hi¬ 
jack, paralyze and destroy the world’s revolutionary 
working class movement by forcing it to serve 
Moscow’s foreign policy goals. Seventy-odd years 
later communism has been cast on the dustheap of 
history, universally rejected by the working classes 
of every nation it was imposed on. Theoretically 
bankrupt, Marxism could only remain in power by 
lowest common denominator appeals to nationalism 
and brute force (I touched on this last issue). If any 
anarchists of the 1917 generation are still alive they 
can at least know that they lived to see their fallen 
comrades somewhat vindicated by the ironic rever¬ 
sal of Trotsky’s boast 


groups liable to be receptive to a revolutionary mes¬ 
sage. Although most Marxist parties have collapsed 
or splintered into an alphabet soup of amazingly tiny 
splinter factions there will probably be a lot of die- 
hards on the scene for years to come. These will 
continue to get involved in single-issue organiza¬ 
tions and continue to exert their dogmatic and au¬ 
thoritarian influence. Some might realize that Marx¬ 
ism was a bad idea, investigate anarchism, jump ship 
and become welcome comrades. However, we should 
continue to distance ourselves from old school Marx¬ 
ists and the organizations they dominate. They are 
dead in the water while our movement is moving 
ahead. One down, one to go. Let's hope the next 
seventy years see capitalism join communism on the 
dustbin of history. 

2. I think this dispute between P.E. and First 
Avenue is kind of pointless. Jack pointed out to me, 
and I agree, that First Avenue is not and has never 
pretended to be an institution existing for the benefit 
of the youth or their music scene. It is a business 
which makes money for Alan Fingerhut or whoever 
by selling drinks and promoting concerts. First Ave. 
has no connection to the punk scene or stake in its 
survival. They have never pretended to be “for the 
scene" or interested in providing an all-ages space 
with low door prices where the bands get paid fairly 
and the show goers are treated like equals not herd 
animals. If they think a punk show will be profitable 
they’ll book it. But they have no obligation to live up 
the standards we would expect from a club run by the 
youth for the youth like Gilman St. That doesn’t mean 
you can’t see a good show there or get paid more 
than the $25 average for playing there. Just keep in 
mind what First Ave. is, a business, run for profit not 
the scene. If you can live with this you can go there 
and see shows, play there and take what you get If 
you don’t like it work for an alternative which will 
support the scene or don’t go. By way of disclaimer 
I might be going a little soft on First Ave. since I used 
to put up flyers for them, and go there a lot but I don’t 
think this affects my opinion. I hope this summer sees 
a real alternative DIY venue in this town. 

3.1 was going to write about how I thought PE 
was becoming a lot better and more diverse with a 
growing staff and contributors. I was going to bring up 
how there were still only one to a handful of women 
involved in PE. However, I wasn’t the only one to 
notice this problem and more women have been 
getting involved, with special meetings going on to 
integrate the new volunteers, etc. I hope this in¬ 
creases PE’s diversity and accessibility to the female 
majority. I am still convinced that the early days of 
punk saw a great deal more involvement of women. 
Male domination exerted less control until punk 
replicated rock n’ roll in its being run by and for men. 
Let's hope this is addressed and we return to the 
spirit of ’77 where anyone could do anything, re¬ 
gardless of sex or background. Consider “the days" 


couldn’t take it to the extreme and be a very commit¬ 
ted activist as well. However, the revolution will not 
be won by lifestyle alone. At the other extreme there 
are anarchist activists who work socially unconscio¬ 
nable jobs, eat meat, beat their wives and pets and 
so on. What is needed is not pure lifestylists or pure 
activists but dedicated activists with an anarchist 
lifestyle. 

I would argue for a number of aspects to this 
lifestyle. Basically I think the anarchist should "strive 
to survive causing the least amount of suffering 
possible," that is follow a vegan diet, boycott as much 
of the capitalist system as possible, and so on. I’m 
not going to go into this aspect in much depth since 
lots of other zines point out the abuse of animals and 
the evils of corporations. But, by following this sort of 
lifestyle you will begin to make yourself more autono¬ 
mous from modem society. The anarchist should 
strive for the greatest self-sufficiency and self-reli¬ 
ance possible. Apart from this they should learn to 
rely on their comrades. We should be trying to live 
independent from the state, capital, and the enslav¬ 
ing instruments of modern technological society. 
This can be taken to extremes like living in caves or 
only eating fruit which has naturally fallen off a tree. 
More practically it can be as simple as resisting car 
culture (also known as riding a mountain bike) shop¬ 
ping in co-ops, flea-markets, and used goods papers 
to avoid taxes and re-invest in the local community. 
One can grow their own food or start a community 
garden and so on. While none of these measures 
would satisfy a dedicated lifestylist they are not 
untenable for most people and can be empowering 
in making the individual that much more self-reliant 
while withdrawing a few extra dollars from the sys¬ 
tem. 

Now this might sound a little wacky to some of 
you but I also think the anarchist should try to build as 
strong a mind and body as possible. In order to make 
our movement a threat we are going to have to be 
educated. This doesn’t necessarily mean a college 
degree or formal education. What it does mean is an 
understanding of how the system works, the nature 
of its oppression, its history, its strong and weak 


points. It means understanding anarchist theory, 
different revolutionary and alternative political move¬ 
ments, the history of our movement and so on. Crito 
talked about some ways to pursue such knowledge. 
One thing he mentioned was staying healthy. I think 
this is something punk anarchists have overlooked. 
We all know about the health benefits of veganism 
(and vegetarianism) but this should be accompanied 
by a serious fitness program. I have found that a 
combination of weight training, mountain biking, and 
karate is the best supplement to my particular anar¬ 
chist lifestyle. A serious revolutionary has to be in 
good shape, and know how to defend themselves. 
We should also think about having to stay alive and 
physically active for several decades, with or without 
a revolution. This means building the strength of both 
the mind and body to fight the state and build an 
alternative society. 

I make no claims to perfection and don’t live up 
to every ideal, obviously to do so would become all 
consuming and I’d be living in a cave. The point is to 
"strive to survive" to the best of your means while still 
playing an active role in the movement. Otherwise 
we’ll just be a bunch of atomized social dropouts on 
the fringe of society who exist in a vacuum which 
poses no threat to capital and the state. In closing I’ll 
venture into hypocrisy. Some of you are probably 
scratching your heads wondering why drugs and 
alcohol aren’t mentioned above. I wish I could smugly 
condemn drugs and alcohol as the unhealthy instru¬ 
ments of self-destruction and social control they are. 
Alas, I can’t without being a total hypocrite. Excepting 
two years in high school I’ve never been able to make 
straight edge stick for more than a few months. 
Those who know me will testify I drink pretty*heavily. 
I’ve tried to curtail this to homebrew for political 
reasons but the fact remains, I like to get drunk. But 
idealistically I oppose drugs including alcohol as 
instruments of state control which hook us with 
sexist, racist advertising and keep us drugged and 
blinded. I can safely use this space to rail against 
tobacco (see my article in MASItQ) or hard drugs. To 
go further would be hypocritical butyou can catch the 
drift. ’77 in ’92 punk out hard, Felix Havoc. 


over the world xeroxing their stoned, coffee- 
addled frustrations and desires for the simple 
gratification of coming home to a mailbox full of 
similar efforts and you get the idea. Add to that 
the concept that within a year there will still be 
thousands of zines, but hardly any of last year’s 
editors will even be remotely interested in the 
culture anymore and you’re lookin’ at a mighty 
twisted network of communications. 

In the past couple of months, though, I think 
I've finally discovered some actual subversive¬ 
ness and relevance among this whole tangled 
mess of copy-shop junkies. Part of this feeling 
comes from what I see as a burgeoning under- 
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rations of the Russian people. Trotsky gloated with 
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of history." The Bolshevik victory allowed them to hi¬ 
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working class movement by forcing it to serve 
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later communism has been cast on the dustheap of 
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of every nation it was imposed on. Theoretically 
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and brute force (I touched on this last issue). If any 
anarchists of the 1917 generation are still alive they 
can at least know that they lived to see their fallen 
comrades somewhat vindicated by the ironic rever¬ 
sal of Trotsky’s boast 

Marxism has been the greatestforce constrain¬ 
ing the revolutionary movements of the world’s op¬ 
pressed classes for over seventy years. With Mane- 
ism out of the way and the evils of Capitalism 
unaddressed the field is open for anarchists to agi¬ 
tate for revolution, picking up where we left off before 
being rudely interrupted by a 75 year experiment with 
a crackpot idea. Bakunin saw the authoritarian, op¬ 
pressive nature of Marxism when it was still a hair 
brained scheme in Marx and Engels’ heads. So chalk 
another one up for the dustbin of history. 

Anarchism is emerging in the former commu¬ 
nist countries of Europe and continues to be a force 
in the opposition politics of the capitalist world. We 
can count on our movement to grow since potential 
dupes of the communists will have to be really off the 
deep end in order to be enlisted by any remaining 
parties. We should (as always) be aggressively 
organizing and propagandizing in order to get the 
ideas of anarchism across-especially to disaffected 
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and the show goers are treated like equals not herd 
animals. If they think a punk show will be profitable 
they’ll book it. But they have no obligation to live up 
the standards we would expect from a club run by the 
youth for the youth like Gilman St. That doesn’t mean 
you can’t see a good show there or get paid more 
than the $25 average for playing there. Just keep in 
mind what First Ave. is, a business, run for profit not 
the scene. If you can live with this you can go there 
and see shows, play there and take what you get If 
you don’t like it work for an alternative which will 
support the scene or don’t go. By way of disclaimer 
I might be going a little soft on First Ave. since I used 
to put up flyers for them, and go there a lot but I don’t 
think this affects my opinion. I hope this summer sees 
a real alternative DIY venue in this town. 

3.1 was going to write about how I thought PE 
was becoming a lot better and more diverse with a 
growing staff and contributors. I was going to bring up 
how there were still only one to a handful of women 
involved in PE. However, I wasn’t the only one to 
notice this problem and more women have been 
getting involved, with special meetings going on to 
integrate the new volunteers, etc. I hope this in¬ 
creases PE’s diversity and accessibility to the female 
majority. I am still convinced that the early days of 
punk saw a great deal more involvement of women. 
Male domination exerted less control until punk 
replicated rock n’ roll in its being run by and for men. 
Let’s hope this is addressed and we return to the 
spirit of ’77 where anyone could do anything, re¬ 
gardless of sex or background. Consider “the days" 
X-Ray Specs, Siouxsie, The Adverts, The Germs, X, 
The Bags, The Avengers, Crass, Poison Girls. In 
contrast today we have Smut, Naked Aggression, 
Seven Year Bitch, Sofa Head, Media Children and a 
few others but I think this has more to do with the 
increased quantity of bands than a greater participa¬ 
tion of women in the scene. 

4.1 really liked Crito’s piece on education in the 
last issue. If I’d known he was writing it I would have 
offered to help since I think there's a lot I could add. 
His article got me to thinking about how anarchists 
construct their lifestyles to live according to their 
beliefs. Brent Blatant wrote a piece ragging on all 
anarchists who didn’t have an "anarchist lifestyle" for 
the Love and Rage Discussion Bulletin. I wrote a 
response but it’s been on my mind ever since. I’ve 
met a number of people who have become total 
lifestylists, living a monastic existence of dumpster 
diving, squatting, veganism and rejection of society. 
There is nothing wrong with this and no reason one 


baby clothes these days is outrageous, especially 
considering that the child will only wear the clothes 
for a few months. If you live on a fixed income and 
want to buy all new baby clothes, good luck !! 

Feeding your newborn child is a decision you 
must choose when deciding finances. It is free to 
breast feed a child and it also helps form a sense of 
security between mother and child. Bottle feeding is 
expensive and not as good for your baby. It would 


cuiruro (aiso Known as riamg a mountain diko; snop 
ping in co-ops, flea-markets, and used goods papers 
to avoid taxes and re-invest in the local community. 
One can grow their own food or start a community 
garden and so on. While none of these measures 
would satisfy a dedicated lifestylist they are not 
untenable for most people and can be empowering 
in making the individual that much more self-reliant 
while withdrawing a few extra dollars from the sys¬ 
tem. 

Now this might sound a little wacky to some of 
you but I also think the anarchist should try to build as 
strong a mind and body as possible. In order to make 
our movement a threat we are going to have to be 
educated. This doesn’t necessarily mean a college 
degree or formal education. What it does mean is an 
understanding of how the system works, the nature 
of its oppression, its history, its strong and weak 


Sometimes my mind is just blown. Blown 
because I’m standing in the middle of this whole 
wacky Profane Existence collective in utter awe. I’m 
struck by the level of achievement which this collec¬ 
tive has accomplished since we began having weekly, 
collective meetings six months ago. I think the 
various ventures which friis collective is involved in 
speak for themselves, so I won’t elaborate on the 
“big picture. - What I have been thinking a lot about 
lately and will elaborate on is the fanzine culture from 
which this collective got its humble start. It’s some¬ 
thing I’ve been thinking a lot about lately, because of 
the queer zine interview I did elsewhere in this issue 
and personal attempts at approaching my own ef¬ 
forts from a new and exciting angle. 

First, I think it’s important that I try to define what 
I see a fanzine as being. Obviously there’s a differ¬ 
ence between a legitimate magazine and a fanzine. 
One aspect which seems to have created a differ¬ 
ence is the approach to capital. Granted, a large 
proportion of fanzines still cater to those funky green 
tickets (i.e. moolah) whether ifs through a cover cost, 
paid advertising or even in-depth budget reports like 
the one in this issue, but even large fanzines like this 
puppy aren’t allowing us to install the saunas we all 
deserve I The labour-of-love factor may also play a 
role, but I’m sure that Bob Guccione, jr. also feels 
mighty connected to his baby (Spin magazine) and I 
sure don’t see that piece of shit as being worthy of 
f anzinedom! I think a fanzine arises out of a person’s 
desire to spew forth their opinions on paper with the 
knowledge that not too many people will listen and 
that a fair amount of ingratitude will be felt This 
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scratching your heads wondering why drugs and 
alcohol aren’t mentioned above. I wish I could smugly 
condemn drugs and alcohol as the unhealthy instru¬ 
ments of self-destruction and social control they are. 
Alas, I can’t without being a total hypocrite. Excepting 
two years in high school I’ve never been able to make 
straight edge stick for more than a few months. 
Those who know me will testify I drink pretty heavily. 
I’ve tried to curtail this to homebrew for political 
reasons but the fact remains, I like to get drunk. But 
idealistically I oppose drugs including alcohol as 
instruments of state control which hook us with 
sexist, racist advertising and keep us drugged and 
blinded. I can safely use this space to rail against 
tobacco (see my article in MAS#8) or hard drugs. To 
go further would be hypocritical but you can catch the 
drift. 77 in ’92 punk out hard, Felix Havoc. 


over the world xeroxing their stoned, coffee- 
addled frustrations and desires for the simple 
gratification of coming home to a mailbox full of 
similar efforts and you get the idea. Add to that 
the concept that within a year there will still be 
thousands of zines, but hardly any of last year’s 
editors will even be remotely interested in the 
culture anymore and you're lookin' at a mighty 
twisted network of communications. 

In the past couple of months, though, I think 
I've finally discovered some actual subversive¬ 
ness and relevance among this whole tangled 
mess of copy-shop junkies. Part of this feeling 
comes from what I see as a burgeoning under¬ 
ground sexual revolution - or at least an uprise in 
people who don’t just fuck, but actually analyze 
their actions and intentions with respect and 
have learned to integrate their sexuality into 
other facets of their life. Queer fanzines seem to 
have both worked as a channel for this uprise 
and mirrored people’s desire to communicate 
their silenced sexual frustrations to someone 
other than a tab of acid or a six-pack. Granted, 
queer fanzines and even fanzines on a whole 
won’t reach and change my landlord or your 
grandfather, but if a few thousand freaked-out 
teens around the world have access to the ideas 
presented therein and are radically changed, I’ll 
consider it subversive (I’d rather see one person’s 
views radically changed than see a million people, 
metaphorically, switch from Coke to Pepsi - fuck 
mass movements.) The other main reason I’ve 
found some relevance in fanzine culture is be¬ 
cause of my involvement in this collective, which 
hopefully speaks for itself. Needless to say, it’s 
definitely given me something to think about 
besides what kind of beer to buy after work... 

Now the big question that pops in my mind 
is how fanzines can expand to reach a larger, 
more diverse crowd of people without becoming 
stagnant and mainstream. I think this could be 
accomplished if more zine editors stuck with 
their zines and began to use it as a tool for self¬ 
growth instead of just a channel for communica¬ 
tion. A fanzine can be a great way to present 


4 


v 


% 




£ 




Tv 


HHTr-in--r4J 





















my u to lovuiuuuiitti y iiiuvmnunis 01 uiw wurtu 5 up 

pressed classes for over seventy years. With Marx¬ 
ism out of the way and the evils of Capitalism 
unaddressed the field is open for anarchists to agi¬ 
tate for revolution, picking up where we left off before 
being rudely interrupted by a 75 year experiment with 
a crackpot idea. Bakunin saw the authoritarian, op¬ 
pressive nature of Marxism when it was still a hair 
brained scheme in Marx and Engels' heads. So chalk 
another one up for the dustbin of history. 

Anarchism is emerging in the former commu¬ 
nist countries of Europe and continues to be a force 
in the opposition politics of the capitalist world. We 
can count on our movement to grow since potential 
dupes of the communists will have to be really off the 
deep end in order to be enlisted by any remaining 
parties. We should (as always) be aggressively 
organizing and propagandizing in order to get the 
ideas of anarchism across-especially to disaffected 



First off, I want to give a big FUCK OFF to every 
yuppie who has come to me and told me my kid is 
cute, but then takes a look at me and thinks, “What 
a scumbag, she shouldn't be allowed to have a kid." 
There have been so many times that has happened 
to me that I wish I could just blow every yuppie away. 

Becoming a parent is one of the greatest chal¬ 
lenges in life. You can never be totally prepared to 
have a baby. No matter if you go out and buy 
supplies(ie. crib, clothes, etc), you’ll never know 
what ifs like until you get some firsthand experience. 
I was in the hospital for 4 days and got so used to 
having a nurse there that when I got home I felt totally 
lost 

When people ask what kind of diapers I use, I'd 
say I usually use cloth ones, but sometimes dispos¬ 
able are preferred. I mostly use disposable when I go 
out, or go to my mother's. Cloth diapers are the best 
to use, it makes it easier when you have access to a 
free washer and dryer, especially at home. 

When it comes to getting a hold of cheap baby 
clothes, I go to thrift stores like the Goodwill, Salva¬ 
tion Army, and other smaller stores. The price of 


i no Bags, ine Avengers, urass, roison uiris. in 
contrast today we have Smut, Naked Aggression, 
Seven Year Bitch, Sofa Head, Media Children and a 
few others but I think this has more to do with the 
increased quantity of bands than a greater participa¬ 
tion of women in the scene. 

4.1 really liked Crito’s piece on education in the 
last issue. If I’d known he was writing it I would have 
offered to help since I think there's a lot I could add. 
His article got me to thinking about how anarchists 
construct their lifestyles to live according to their 
beliefs. Brent Blatant wrote a piece ragging on all 
anarchists who didn't have an “anarchist lifestyle" for 
the Love and Rage Discussion Bulletin. I wrote a 
response but ifs been on my mind ever since. I've 
met a number of people who have become total 
lifestylists, living a monastic existence of dumpster 
diving, squatting, veganism and rejection of society. 
There is nothing wrong with this and no reason one 


baby clothes these days is outrageous, especially 
considering that the child will only wear the clothes 
for a few months. If you live on a fixed income and 
want to buy all new baby clothes, good luck !! 

Feeding your newborn child is a decision you 
must choose when deciding finances. It is free to 
breast feed a child and it also helps form a sense of 
security between mother and child. Bottle feeding is 
expensive and not as good for your baby. It would 
cost between 40 and 50 dollars to feed formula 
monthly. As the child gets older, it can get up to 80 
bucks a month. You are better off getting a form of 
assistance called W.I.C. They'll give you formula 
and solid food later on, which really helps out a lot. 
Thafs another thing that really pisses me off. Why 
should these people in control of formula and other 
sorts be able to take advantage of mothers. A 14 
ounce can of formula costs about $10.00. When a 
baby gets around 5 or 6 months old, it can easily drink 
8 cans of formula a month. They’re just ripping off the 
people who need the most 

There is also the debate (if you're a vegetarian) 
of whether to raise your child as a vegetarian or not. 
Right now, my son eats solid foods which do come 
with meat flavors which just look absolutely gross. I 
personally will keep meat from my son's plate until he 
is old enough to understand what exactly the animals 
go through in the production of meat. From then on, 
he will be left to make his own decisions on food 
intake. 

Thafs about all I have to say right now, thanks 
for reading. If you have comments or child related 
information, feel free to contact me in care of Profane 
Existence. 
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struck by the level of achievement which this collec¬ 
tive has accomplished since we began having weekly, 
collective meetings six months ago. I think the 
various ventures which tiiis collective is involved in 
speak for themselves, so I won’t elaborate on the 
“big picture.” What I have been thinking a lot about 
lately and will elaborate on is the fanzine culture from 
which this collective got its humble start. It’s some¬ 
thing I've been thinking a lot about lately, because of 
the queer zine interview I did elsewhere in this issue 
and personal attempts at approaching my own ef¬ 
forts from a new and exciting angle. 

First, I think ifs important that I try to define what 
I see a fanzine as being. Obviously there’s a differ¬ 
ence between a legitimate magazine and a fanzine. 
One aspect which seems to have created a differ¬ 
ence is the approach to capital. Granted, a large 
proportion of fanzines still cater to those funky green 
tickets (i.e. moolah) whether ifs through a cover cost, 
paid advertising or even in-depth budget reports like 
the one in this issue, but even large fanzines like this 
puppy aren’t allowing us to install the saunas we all 
deserve! The labour-of-love factor may also play a 
role, but I’m sure that Bob Guccione, jr. also feels 
mighty connected to his baby (Spin magazine) and I 
sure don’t see that piece of shit as being worthy of 
fanzinedom (I think a fanzine arises out of a person’s 
desire to spew forth their opinions on paper with the 
knowledge that not too many people will listen and 
that a fair amount of ingratitude will be felt This 
knowledge usually lends a hand in creating the 
twisted personalities found in Cometbus, Bundle of 
Sticks and just about every other underground rag 
out there. Most fanzine editors receive no recogni¬ 
tion (beyond correspondence with other editors) for 
all of their hardships. The recognition that your 
efforts aren’t going unnoticed can be a definite mo¬ 
tivating factor in continuing to crank out issues and 
not just bag it after a few months. I’ve seen fanzines 
whose quality of writing and printing mechanics are 
just as good, if not better, than many mainstream 
magazines, but the uncertainty of future issues still 
pervades the contents and 1 think that’s the main 
difference between a fanzine and a magazine. 

I've always had a hard time legitimizing the 
importance or subversiveness of fanzines. They’ve 
always appeared fairly trivial to me, despite the fact 
that I've read thousands of them in the past seven 
years and have worked on 'em for five. I probably 
have this disposition because most fanzines are 
trivial, built solely on personality and ambition with 
little in the way of groundbreaking or even intriguing 
content. But, hey, there’s a lotto be said for triviality, 
as well as fanzines and the culture which has arisen 
from them. Just picture thousands of individuals all 


people who don’t just fuck, but actually analyze 
their actions and intentions with respect and 
have learned to integrate their sexuality into 
other facets of their life. Queer fanzines seem to 
have both worked as a channel for this uprise 
and mirrored people’s desire to communicate 
their silenced sexual frustrations to someone 
other than a tab of acid or a six-pack. Granted, 
queer fanzines and even fanzines on a whole 
won’t reach and change my landlord or your 
grandfather, but if a few thousand freaked-out 
teens around the world have access to the ideas 
presented therein and are radically changed, I’ll 
consider it subversive (I’d rather see one person’s 
views radically changed than see a million people, 
metaphorically, switch from Coke to Pepsi - fuck 
mass movements.) The other main reason I’ve 
found some relevance in fanzine culture is be¬ 
cause of my involvement in this collective, which 
hopefully speaks for itself. Needless to say, it’s 
definitely given me something to think about 
besides what kind of beer to buy after work... 

Now the big question that pops in my mind 
is how fanzines can expand to reach a larger, 
more diverse crowd of people without becoming 
stagnant and mainstream. I think this could be 
accomplished if more zine editors stuck with 
their zines and began to use it as a tool for self¬ 
growth instead of just a channel for communica¬ 
tion. A fanzine can be a great way to present 
your own ideas and creativity to a select, de¬ 
mented, readership who usually toss some inter¬ 
esting feedback your way. More fanzines should 
try to collectivize their efforts, create a quality 
read and eventually increase their print-run. 
There definitely needs to be more well-done 
fanzines with a print run of one or two thousand. 
I think this quantity is good for allowing the 
people involved to respond personally to all 
readers while also having enough copies to sell 
some to cover printing and still have enough left 
over to give to people for free - some of the most 
incredible minds, after all, don't have a spare 
dollar to buy a zine. I can only hope the attitude 
and originality of punk fanzines will flourish into 
a widespread network of resistance, encom¬ 
passing politics, community, lifestyle and humor 
all in one flunkin' fell swoop. Now if we could only 
make typewriting and xeroxing more fashion¬ 
able than playing electric guitar.. 

(Also, issue number six of my own zine, No 
External Compulsion should be out by the end of 
April. If ya want a copy, send an S.A.S.E. to 
Profane’s address c/o me.) 









ONE ANARCHIST 
WOMYN'S 
PERSPECTIVE 
ON SEXISM 

by Justine 


I am writing this column to empower womyn. I am writing 
this column to validate my voice. I am writing this column to 
initiate adialogue with the hope of bringing out things that need 
to be talked aix>ut more in public spaces, with the hope that we 
can continue to educate and inform ourselves on sexism. I’m 
going to speak out on how I think things need to change and 
I’M GOING TO CHALLENGE ME AND OTHERS TO CON¬ 
SIDER SOME OPTIONS. 

Fighting sexism is a constant battle. We are all in¬ 
grained. We are ail bom into this sick culture that fosters 
sexism- where it is part of the disease that is killing us. Sexism 
can be perpetrated by men or wimmin. And while it is 
necessary to for men to give up power it is also necessary for 
wimmin to demand liberation. It is necessary for wimmin to 
stop passivity from being their designated role. BUT let's face 
it, when your talking about oppression you're talking about a 
stronger force inhibiting the freedom of a weaker force made 
weak by the force AND NOT BORN THAT WAY. We're talking 
about institutionalized and psychologically ingrained oppres¬ 
sion that doesn't go away overnight. 

What do womyn need from the men who they work/ 
live around? They need men to start doing work around 
sexism. They need support from the men around them. What 
does that mean? No, that does not meanthat I needyou to take 
my hand and say it'll be OK, it's OK we’ll work together on this 
one. This is not to say that I dontthink men and wimmin should 
not be working together- what I am saying is that nothing will 
change if the work is done on male terms only (if that sounds 
reverse sexist I’m sorry, it's about overturning thousands of 
years of oppression that wimmin have had to endure and 
overcome). The support wimmin need is respect and this 
meansthey need the space to be heard. We need to team how 
to create these spaces. It is time that wimmin’s needs be 
integrated into the needs of anarchistic revolution. This is not 
to say that there are not pockets of support for wimmin in the 
anarchist community, and of course there certainly are in 
anarchist wimmins’ communities. But I fear that pockets are 
not enough. As anarchists we should feel it necessary to be 


dealing with the politics of oppression 24 hours a day- for me 
this means that I work hard not to abuse power and hope that 
others hold me accountable when I do. Power imbalance, as 
we know, is dysfunctional and as people living in american 
culture it is hard to combat dysfunction because for many of us 
have grown up in it-parents who ignore our truest feelings and 
governments who brainwash us into believing that there's a 
line we cant cross-it took me three years to come out as a bi¬ 
sexual and twenty-one years to even consider it as an option. 
Seems like we need to slow down and ask each other ques¬ 
tions before too many options are lost. This needs to happen 
as we work together-as we are in dialogue-it can’t be left for 
anotherday or another special meeting. If men and women are 
going to work together in revolutionary struggles, sexism 
needs to be addressed every step of the way. It should be 
given the importance to take up our time and it will not slow us 
down, it will only help further revolution. My development as a 
strong womyn has been retarded by sexism AND IN CON¬ 
JUNCTION WITH THIS men’s growth has been stunted. This, 
for me, is where sexism starts to intersect with homophobia. 
For example, some men have been afraid to learn through 
wimmin for fear of endangering their masculinity, for fear of 
being called “faggot." They have been afraid to entertain love 
for the same sex and forms of intimacy that don’t involve 
fucking. Strait culture has created polarities to shadow their 
homophobia With these polarities come labels like “faggot" or 
“bull dyke“ that serve to segregate and discriminate. Kind of 
interesting how “faggots" are considered weak and “bull dykes’ 
are considered strong, but not surprising in a culture that has 
created so many polarity myths for its own gain. Labels suck, 
but they’re around and we need to look at them. Just because 
we don't use derogatory terms to the extent that overt and 
proud sexists, racists, or homophobic individuals doesn’t mean 
we have fully dealt with those ingrained forces within us. If 
culture needs to be transformed than so do our psyches. 
Smashing sexism or the state needs to begin by smashing 
those forces within ourselves. In organizing we need to create 
a climate that fosters this. We need to disempower the 
structure and empower those who have been oppressed. We 
need to figure out how to do this together. And we also need 
to rememberthal in no way is this going to be easy. I am putting 
a call out to men to start to deal with the anger of the wimmin 
around them. I would ask them to accept the anger as a 
necessary stage of wimmin’s liberation. I would ask that they 
work with it. Ido not think that men should feel distanced or 
made to feel distanced by wimmin’s anger. I hope that men 
start to do the necessary work that would enable them to join 
us in our anger and to help make the corrections that need to 
be made in a culture that has stolen my culture. I agree with 
a womyn from South H.S. who commented about a proposal 
to institute a men’s center at her school after a sexual violence 


center had been organized. She said what do you need that 
for when there's always been a men’s center, while we're realy 
having a sexual revolution. If wimmin and men continue to 
work on this together, wimmin will also need to do work in 
wimmins' only spaces to catch up on some lost ground. WE 
NEED TO ORGANIZE AND MOBILIZE around our needs 
amongst each other to gather strength and endurance- and 
when you're a womyn in this fucked up culture you do need to 
demand liberation everyday- like I would like to be able to walk 
down the public street or enter into a space more than once in 
a white where I am not looked at as a body part. But for me 
things do not end with wimmin’s-only spaces- sooner or later 
as we begin to understand our own collective needs better as 
womyn, we will be able to continue to elaborate on them in all 
our life situations. We will begin to have the courage to make 
the necessary contributions to revolutionary changes and the 
reconstructing of our communities. We will be able to help build 
the rebellion against the destruction and dignity of everybody’s 
lives- creatures and plants- on this planet. Also I’d like to say 
that I already do see wimmin who have courage to fight and I 
know for a fact that there are plenty of cool wimmin who have 
stood up in resistance, marry who have been murdered or 
imprisoned because of it. In many ways this writing comes out 
of my struggle and evolution as a womyn, as it also reflects the 
perspective of wimmin who have been/are a part of my life. 
And I would also like to emphasize that I am not trying to speak 
for all wimmin. ft seems that marry of us have different 
perspectives due to a variety of different experiences. 

So now to wrap this up I’m going to talk about how I 
perceive myself in gendermixed situations and what I’ve done 
to combat the sexism that lies deep within myself. If I am going 
to live with/ work with men I am going to need to know about 
how men have related to wimmin in the past- about how these 
men relate to wimmin now/today. If I am going to work with 
men, trust is something that is going to take time to grow. I am 
through with doing things to my mind and body that put me in 
danger of re-losing my self-respect/self-esteem. This is how I 
am sensitive. This is connected to my history-my experiences* 
the things that have been done to my body and my brain- so 
men must understand my sensitivity and the sensitivity present 
in other wimmin they do work with. I am overly cautious 
because I need to be. Right now I am doing work in my life with 
revolutionary wimmin and men. This has been a struggle for 
me but it has also given me hope and support to push forward 
to continue to demand the liberation we as people need from 
fascist amerikan culture. I struggle within movements because 
I feel like I struggle to maintain a sense of pride as I desperately 
search for my lost and mutilated culture. I struggle to reclaim 
my Sicilian/ S. Italian/ Czechoslovakian roots because most of 
this is invisible. I struggle to reclaim the history of anarchism 


sphere. If you’ve got a band, you’ve got a gig. The guy in 
charge of band recruitment is Tom Brown and you can contact 
him at 860-8796. He's looking for you. 

It's not something that just happens - we have to make 
something of what we have. Since the opening of the coffee¬ 
house on October 11,1991, the punk attendance has been on 
the rise. I hope that more people can take advantage of what 
this lias to offer. If you have any questions, you can contact me 


LETTERS 


Dear Profane Existence and Readers, 

Hey - Guess what?! There's a scene in Detroit, Michi¬ 
gan! Yes, that’s right, a scene in Detroit I But here peacepunx 


Thanx go out to Felix, too, for his nice review of my zine (new 
issue out soon! Realty!) The SMUT ep was great as well -1 
envy you for having such a cool local band! 

Onto criticism. First of all, this is not meant as a personal 
attack, but some of the things Chris Crisis said in his article on 
Tom David showed some ideas which I think are very danger¬ 
ous and need to be challenged. In the article, Chris recounts 
a disruption of a public forum in which racist Tom David was to 


in this country, my sexual identity as a bisexual womyn, and 
some space in this culture where I can feel proud and safe and 
free. 

How have I changed the way that I have relationships 
with men? I no longer look to men for fraternal protection. I 
don’t want mate attraction just for the sake of it. I look to people 
for friendship. I no longer invite men to look at me by the way 
I dress or by the way I pretend like I have nothing to say. I don’t 
wait for men to make my decisions about the things that will 
affect me. I don’t immediately trust men because they show 
curiosity about my life. I have become open about my love for 
wimmin. I am a bisexual womyn. I reject the notion that I 
became a womyn when I lost my “virginity - - this is bullshit. My 
womanhood is about my struggle for freedom. I will feel most 
a womyn when I don’t have to hide my breasts because, by 
many, they are solely viewed as objects of sexual desire and 
fantasy. I will feel most like a womyn when everyone’s 
eroticism is viewed equally, when wimmin are no longer put on 
stages to entertain male desire. I actively question the men in 
my life as to their relationships with wimmin- how they work 
against the power they were bom into- what they do to subvert 
it I invite men to talk about pornography and their relationship 
to it I support my sisters when I see them getting abused. 
Sometime in the near future I am going to team wimmin's self- 
defense. I want to be physically strong. In my friendships with 
wimmin I work to empower and support and validate what they 
are doing in their lives. I will hug these wimmin. I read words 
written by wimmin and I read words written by men who are 
questioning their authority. I actively question my father's 
authority. I question my mother's but in a different way. I am 
getting organized with other anarchist men and wimmin and 
am trying to be honest about my fears within a movement that 
gives me hope for a functional future. I am working to build 
community so that my life is not as hidden as I always thought 
it would be, when I thought that the extent of my community 
was me painting in my basement. I have fallen in love with all 
my sisters and brothers who are subverts, all of who suffer in 
some way under white male corporate oppression. I want to 
team more about how we can creatively and collectively 
destroy oppression. I have teamed to speak from my heart- 
from my experiences. Something I never teamed in intellectual 
or academic circles which are invariably dominated by a white 
mate rich eurocentric perspective. I also speak from my 
stomach. I still suffer from teamed patterns of behavior that I 
picked up from Catholicism, college, parental discipline, TV, 
newspapers, vogue, the music industry, hollywood, U.S. gov¬ 
ernment. I no longer let myself be defined as a white woman. 
I have rewritten that definition. I am a Sidlian/S.ltalian/ 
Czechoslovakian/anarcho-feminist/bisexual womyn. 


Bar. She’s real slimy! And we definitely empathize with you 
and your situation. People with money have power and ifstime 
to take it back! 

A Resident at 1808 

Profane Existence, 

Recently in Toronto we have held a couple of meetings 
open to anyone interested in hardcore in the Toronto area. The 






stronger force inhibiting the freedom of a weaker force made 
weak by the force AND NOT BORN THAT WAY. We're talking 
about institutionalized and psychologically ingrained oppres¬ 
sion that doesn’t, go away overnight. 

What do womyn need from the men who they work/ 
live around? They need men to start doing work around 
sexism. They need support from the men around them. What 
does that mean? No, that does not mean that I need you to take 
my hand and say it’ll be OK, if s OK we’ll work together on this 
one. This is not to say that I don’t think men and wimmin should 
not be working together- what I am saying is that nothing will 
change if the work is done on male terms only (if that sounds 
reverse sexist I’m sorry, it’s about overturning thousands of 
years of oppression that wimmin have had to endure and 
overcome). The support wimmin need is respect and this 
means they need the space to be heard. We need to leam how 
to create these spaces. It is time that wimmin’s needs be 
integrated into the needs of anarchistic revolution. This is not 
to say that there are not pockets of support for wimmin in the 
anarchist community, and of course there certainly are in 
anarchist wimmins’ communities. But I fear that pockets are 
not enough. As anarchists we should feel it necessary to be 


LETTERS 


Dear Profane Existence and Readers, 

Hey - Guess what?! There’s a scene in Detroit, Michi¬ 
gan! Yes, that’s right, a scene in Detroit! But here peacepunx 
are an endangered species (last census there were about 25) 
so if you fuckers at P.E. don’t print this, you’ll be responsible for 
genocide! In Detroifs so-called alternative scene we are 
outnumbered by hundreds of nationalist shits and get visited by 
bands like THE EXPLOITED and MURPHY’S LAW. And if we 
get upthe courage to go see one of these dumbfuck bands, we 
get our bones broken by 1ocks-in-Docs" or even worse, get our 
way-rad haircuts messed-up by chocolate swirlies. 

There is hope, though... like at the end of last summer 
some great bands came through here (CHRISTON ACRUTCH, 
HIATUS, ASPIRIN FEAST, ANTISCHISM, BORN AGAINST 
and THE WURST, to name a few). Most of these bands played 
at an anarchist collective that has been recently opened called 
the 404 WILLIS. A lot of these bands also played at the Capitol 
in Flint, Ml. The greatest thing about it was that a lot of the 
anarchist punks in both cities, plus others like Toledo, OH, 
began communicating with each other. In effect, we are 
gaining a grasp on a small but REAL movement - what we need 
now is further communication with other scenes. 

This brings me to Dehumanization... a dozen or so 
peacepunks (including myself and the six fuckheads I live with) 
from this area are collaborating to make a collective Detroit 
zine. It’s titled Dehumanizationard will be available by the time 
you read this. Its sole purpose is communication and is totally 
D.I.Y., published on and with stolen goods. The contents are 
freeform and use a variety of media, including tons of articles, 
graphics, opinions, etc.. Our aim is to deal with personal and 
social topics as well as art, music and personal issues. 

Any contributions are welcomed and those organiza¬ 
tions, bands, record labels and distributors who wish to supply 
information are appreciated. Records and zines will be re¬ 
viewed and advertisements win be included for free. Bands 
that are touring in our area should contact us at the address 


created so many polarity myths for its own gain. Labels suck, 
but they're around and we need to look at them. Just because 
we don’t use derogatory terms to the extent that overt and 
proud sexists, racists, or homophobic individuals doesn’t mean 
we have fully dealt with those ingrained forces within us. If 
culture needs to be transformed than so do our psyches. 
Smashing sexism or the state needs to begin by smashing 
those forces within ourselves. In organizing we need to create 
a climate that fosters this. We need to disempower the 
structure and empower those who have been oppressed. We 
need to figure out how to do this together. And we also need 
to remember that in no way is this going to be easy. I am putting 
a call out to men to start to deal with the anger of the wimmin 
around them. I would ask them to accept the anger as a 
necessary stage of wimmin’s liberation. I would ask that they 
work with it. I do not think that men should feel distanced or 
made to feel distanced by wimmin’s anger. I hope that men 
start to do the necessary work that would enable them to join 
us in our anger and to help make the corrections that need to 
be made in a culture that has stolen my culture. I agree with 
a womyn from South H.S. who commented about a proposal 
to institute a men’s center at her school after a sexual violence 


So now to wrap this up I’m going to talk about how I 
perceive myself in gendermixed situations and what I’ve done 
to combat the sexism that lies deep within myself. If I am going 
to live with/ work with men I am going to need to know about 
how men have related to wimmin in the past- about how these 
men relate to wimmin now/today. If I am going to work with 
men, trust is something that is going to take time to grow. I am 
through with doing things to my mind and body that put me in 
danger of re-losing my self-respect/self-esteem. This is how I 
am sensitive. This is connected to my history-my experiences- 
the things that have been done to my body and my brain- so 
men must understand my sensitivity and the sensitivity present 
in other wimmin they do work with. I am overly cautious 
because I need to be. Right now I am doing work in my life with 
revolutionary wimmin and men. This has been a struggle for 
me but it has also given me hope and support to push forward 
to continue to demand the liberation we as people need from 
fascist amerikan culture. I struggle within movements because 
I feel like I struggle to maintain a sense of pride as I desperately 
search for my lost and mutilated culture. I struggle to reclaim 
my Sicilian/ S. Italian/ Czechoslovakian roots because most of 
this is invisible. I struggle to reclaim the history of anarchism 


Thanx go out to Felix, too, for his nice review of my zine (new 
issue out soon! Really!) The SMUT ep was great as well -1 
envy you for having such a cool local band! 

Onto criticism. First of all, this is not meant as a personal 
attack, but some of the things Chris Crisis said in his article on 
Tom David showed some ideas which I think are very danger¬ 
ous and need to be challenged. In the article, Chris recounts 
adisruption of a public forum in which racist Tom David was to 
be involved in a debate. When David attempted to speak, 
A.R.A. members drowned him out verbally. On the surface, 
this could indeed appear to be a good thing, but I think it shows 
an insecurity on the part of the disruptors. Do you not believe 
that David would have looked like a complete fucking shithead 
when he attemptedtodefend his twisted ideals? If I would have 
been an objective observer at the meeting, I would have been 
extremely turned-off by the actions of the A.R.A. Merely 
drowning out your enemy’s voice does not mean that your own 
opinion has any more value than those whom you have 
silenced. A debate between a fascist and an equality-seeking 
person would have gone much further to show the evils of 
racism (if the equality-seeker had the slightest hint of elo¬ 
quence than the disruption of said affair). Free speech is 
definitely the issue here and considering today's social condi¬ 
tions, it does apply. Reverse the situation - would you still 
praise the merits of censorship if the drowned-out person had 
been an anti-fascist shouted down by 25 Nazis? We cannot 
merely silence those who differ from us. Let bigots air their 
twisted opinions and then expose their inherent flaws. As Joel 
said in the interview with the A.R.A. activist, where do you draw 
the line? You refuse to give racists free speech, so who’s next? 
Sexists? Do you support censoring The 2 LIVE CREW 
because of their assholish, mysogynistic ideals? I would 
certainly hope not, but that is exactly what you’re doing to Tom 
David - censoring him because he's a dumbass. Everyone 
deserves free speech. As anarchists we don’t need to stoop 
to the level of acting as authoritarian enforcers of our beliefs. 

A similar situation recently arose here in South Carolina 
David Duke came to the campus of Clemson University to push 
his agenda and attempt to boast his presidential campaign. He 
spoke in the local auditorium and was allowed to speak 
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sphere. If you’ve got a band, you’ve got a gig. The guy in 
charge of band recruitment is Tom Brown and you can contact 
him at 860-8796. He’s looking for you. 

It's not something that just happens - we have to make 
something of what we have. Since the opening of the coffee¬ 
house on October 11,1991, the punk attendance has been on 
the rise. I hope that more people can take advantage of what 
this has to offer. If you have any questions, you can contact me 
before 830 p.m. at (612) 6834756. 

Andrea Bolin/ 4663 Penkwe Way/ Eagan, MN 55122 

My Dear Fellow Anarchists, 

This is a major emergency and another example of 
police incompetence and the media’s constant brainwashing 
attempts. 

My unde, who collects weapons as a hobby - he never 
intends to use about ninety percent of the stuff he has - went 
hiking last Sunday in the hills surrounding the Reagan library 
in Simi Valley, CA where President Bush will be visiting in a 
couple of weeks. He was accosted by the police, falsely 
accused of plotting to assassinate the president and is cur¬ 
rently being held by the Feds in Long Beach. Before he had a 
chance to let his family know, the whole incident - or at least 
what the media would like us to think happened - is blared on 
national television, radio and newspaper headlines, already 
convinced that he’s some sicko or a terrorist. He may have a 
hard time proving himself innocent (presumed innocence is 
bullshit). The cops searched his entire place, seized his entire 
collection and won’t give him so much as a hearing until the 
Prez is gone. 

Such blatant violation of the freedom that our govern¬ 
ment supposedly encourages must not be allowed by the 
public. We’ve got to help each other educate the masses that 
the government is not doing much to establish justice and that 
unless we begin the revolution now, things like what happened 
to my uncle will continue to happen to our friends and families. 

In hope for a better world, Paul J. / ph.# (208) 327-0704 

Profane: 

After reading your BASTARDSI article last issue, I 
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authority. I question my mother’s but in a different way. I am 
getting organized with other anarchist men and wimmin and 
am trying to be honest about my fears within a movement that 
gives me hope for a functional future. I am working to build 
community so that my life is not as hidden as I always thought 
it would be, when I thought that the extent of my community 
was me painting in my basement. I have fallen in love with all 
my sisters and brothers who are subverts, all of who suffer in 
some way under white male corporate oppression. I want to 
team more about how we can creatively and collectively 
destroy oppression. I have teamed to speak from my heart- 
from my experiences. Something I never learned in intellectual 
or academic circles which are invariably dominated by a white 
mate rich eurocentric perspective. I also speak from my 
stomach. I still suffer from teamed patterns of behavior that I 
picked up from Catholicism, college, parental discipline, TV, 
newspapers, vogue, the music industry, hollywood, U.S. gov¬ 
ernment. I no longer let myself be defined as a white woman. 
I have rewritten that definition. I am a Sidlian/S.ltalian/ 
CzechoslovakiarVanarcho-feminist/bisexual womyn. 


Bar. She’s real slimy! And we definitely empathize with you 
and your situation. People with money have power and it’s time 
to take it back! 

A Resident at 1808 

Profane Existence, 

Recently in Toronto we have held a couple of meetings 
open to anyone interested in hardcore in the Toronto area. The 
intention was to spark some life back into our dying scene. The 
meetings were very successful. We have broken up into 
smaller tommittees" to focus on setting up a phone line, a 
monthly newsletter, a gig collective, out-of-show activities 
such as record and fanzine swaps, sports, video nights, 
reading and information groups and an action group involved 
in community and political work. We will then be meeting once 
a month as the larger group to share information and how 
things are progressing. It is going to take a lot of time, effort and 
commitment and I’m sure we’ll have our fair share of problems 
and fights, but I feel positive that something good will come out 
of it. The hardest part is to breakdown the wall of c&ques and 
in-dubs that already exist and hope that new ones don't begin 
to develop. If you have any advice or suggestions, I would be 
more than glad to hear them. 

Thanks and peace, Mitchell / 39 Wellesboume Cr. / 
Willowdale Ontario/M2M148 CANADA/ph. #: (416) 493- 
2534 

Ni PE., 

Thanx for sending issue #13, my lucky number. I noticed 
in your tetters section the notice of non-delivery of mail, my 
name appears forthe reason that these pigs here rejected P.E. 
#11-12. Wei, it seems kinda fucked up ’cause a friend of mine 
that was here got the same issue and it was allowed for him. 
The pigs here know me and know what I stand for. They think 
that rejecting certain books and zines at random is going to 
prove that they have the powerto control my mind and actions. 
I don’t see anything in your zine that would “present danger to 
the institution’s security." It seems ridiculous that a zine would 
be a ’danger'’ or “advocate violence’ in a maximum security 
prison which is locking up eight to nine hundred people in a 
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are an endangered species (last census there were about 25) 
so if you fuckers at P.E. dont print this, youll be responsible for 
genocide! In Detroit’s so-called alternative scene we are 
outnumbered by hundreds of nationalist shits and get visited by 
bands like THE EXPLOITED and MURPHY’S LAW. And if we 
get up the courage to go see one of these dumbfuck bands, we 
get our bones broken by “jocks-in-Docs" or even worse, get our 
way-rad haircuts messed-up by chocolate swirlies. 

There is hope, though... like at the end of last summer 
some great bands came through here (CHRISTON ACRUTCH, 
HIATUS, ASPIRIN FEAST, ANTISCHISM, BORN AGAINST 
and THE WURST, to name a few). Most of these bands played 
at an anarchist collective that has been recently opened called 
the 404 WILLIS. A lot of these bands also played at the Capitol 
in Flint, Ml. The greatest thing about it was that a lot of the 
anarchist punks in both cities, plus others like Toledo, OH, 
began communicating with each other. In effect, we are 
gaining a grasp on a small but REAL movement - what we need 
now is further communication with other scenes. 

This brings me to Dehumanization... a dozen or so 
peacepunks (including myself and the six f uckheads I live with) 
from this area are collaborating to make a collective Detroit 
zine. It’stitled Dehumanization and will be available by the time 
you read this. Its sole purpose is communication and is totally 
D.I.Y., published on and with stolen goods. The contents are 
freeform and use a variety of media, including tons of articles, 
graphics, opinions, etc.. Our aim is to deal with personal and 
social topics as well as art, music and personal issues. 

Any contributions are welcomed and those organiza¬ 
tions, bands, record labels and distributors who wish to supply 
information are appreciated. Records and zines will be re¬ 
viewed and advertisements will be included for free. Bands 
that are touring in our area should contact us at the address 
below. We’ll get you shows and put you up for a couple days. 
Oh yeah, personal interaction would also be greatly appreci¬ 
ated so I’ll tell you a bit about myself. My pseudonym is Martial 
Flaw and I’m part of the majority (in other words, I’m a white, 
heterosexual male). I’m vegetarian, but I’m not straight edge 
(though I don't drink or use hard drugs.) I like to read, paint, 
draw and listen to subversive music. My faves are 
SUBHUMANS, CRUCIFIX, FLUX OF PINK INDIANS, DIS¬ 
CHARGE, CONFLICT and (of course) CRASS. I like some of 
the newer “crusty" music coming out these days, too - NAU¬ 
SEA, CONCRETE SOX, DESTROY!, MEDIA CHILDREN and 
HIATUS. 

Peace, love and all that stuff, 

Martial Flaw/1648 W. Hazelhurst / Femdale, Ml 48220 

(Issue #1 of Dehumanization available now for $1 ppd.) 

Profane Existence, 

Hi, this is Michael from Soulless Structures zine. I just 
got P.E. #13 yesterday and, as always, was much impressed, 
ft showed much progression from earlier issues. I especially 
enjoyed the A.R.A. feature (although I did have some criticism 
which I’ll get to later), the POLITICAL ASYLUM interview and 
Criterion’s piece on self-teaming was fucking ace as well. 


be involved in a debate. When David attempted to speak, 
A.R.A. members drowned him out verbally. On the surface, 
this could indeed appear to be a good thing, but I think it shows 
an insecurity on the part of the disruptors. Do you not believe 
that David would have looked like a complete fucking shithead 
when he attemptedtodefend his twisted ideals? If I would have 
been an objective observer at the meeting, I would have been 
extremely turned-off by the actions of the A.R.A. Merely 
drowning out your enemy’s voice does not mean that your own 
opinion has any more value than those whom you have 
silenced. A debate between a fascist and an equality-seeking 
person would have gone much further to show the evils of 
racism (if the equality-seeker had the slightest hint of elo¬ 
quence than the disruption of said affair). Free speech is 
definitely the issue here and considering today's social condi¬ 
tions, it does apply. Reverse the situation - would you still 
praise the merits of censorship if the drowned-out person had 
been an anti-fascist shouted down by 25 Nazis? We cannot 
merely silence those who differ from us. Let bigots air their 
twisted opinions and then expose their inherent flaws. As Joel 
said in the interview with the A.R.A. activist, where do you draw 
the line? You refuse to give racists free speech, so who’s next? 
Sexists? Do you support censoring The 2 LIVE CREW 
because of their assholish, mysogynistic ideals? I would 
certainly hope not, but that is exactly what you’re doing to Tom 
David - censoring him because he’s a dumbass. Everyone 
deserves free speech. As anarchists we don’t need to stoop 
to the level of acting as authoritarian enforcers of our beliefs. 

A similar situation recently arose here in South Carolina 
David Duke came to the campus of Clemson University to push 
his agenda and attempt to boast his presidential campaign. He 
spoke in the local auditorium and was allowed to speak 
peacefully. However, upon leaving the auditorium, he was 
confronted by well over one thousand protesters who showed 
their opinion of him with chants of “FUCK DUKE I!" I feel this 
was much more constructive than not allowing him to speak at 
all - the public got to see how stupid his ideas were, I distributed 
a flyer to those in attendance which outlined his racist past and 
present and we showed him what our opinions of him are I 
Surprisingly, the media gave much sympathetic coverage to 
the protesters which meant that we came across much better 
than David “Racist" Duke did. We didn’t deny Duke the right to 
express his opinions, but we certainly utilized the right to 
express ours to the fullest. 

Later, Michael McLellan / Soulless Stmctures / 550 
Pinewood Dr. / Pendleton, SC 29670 

To My Punk Pals at Profane Existence, 

When reading the articles on gigs and places to play, I 
thought I’d like to tell you about this coffeehouse. Where? In 
Burnsville on Nicollet Blvd. across the street from the Fairview 
Ridges Hospital in the youth center. It's no mansion, but it’s 
a place to jam in a free atmosphere. I’m still awaiting the day 
to see that the room is packed wall-to-wall of frenzied maniacs. 

It happens every other Friday from 8-11. It's always all¬ 
ages and free. It’s also an alcohol and smoke -free atmo- 


before 830 p.m. at (612) 683-0756. 

Andrea Bolin / 4663 Penkwe Way / Eagan, MN 55122 

My Dear Fellow Anarchists, 

This is a major emergency and another example of 
police incompetence and the media's constant brainwashing 
attempts. 

My unde, who collects weapons as a hobby - he never 
intends to use about ninety percent of the stuff he has - went 
hiking last Sunday in the hills surrounding the Reagan library 
in Simi Valley, CA where President Bush will be visiting in a 
couple of weeks. He was accosted by the police, falsely 
accused of plotting to assassinate the president and is cur¬ 
rently being held by the Feds in Long Beach. Before he had a 
chance to let his family know, the whole incident - or at least 
what the media would like us to think happened - is blared on 
national television, radio and newspaper headlines, already 
convinced that he’s some sicko or a terrorist. He may have a 
hard time proving himself innocent (presumed innocence is 
bullshit). The cops searched his entire place, seized his entire 
collection and won’t give him so much as a hearing until the 
Prez is gone. 

Such blatant violation of the freedom that our govern¬ 
ment supposedly encourages must not be allowed by the 
public. We’ve got to help each other educate the masses that 
the government is not doing much to establish justice and that 
unless we begin the revolution now, things like what happened 
to my uncle will continue to happen to our friends and families. 

In hope for a better world, Paul J. / ph.# (208) 327-0704 

Profane: 

After reading your BASTARDS! article last issue, I 
thought you may be interested to know that the same insidious 
process is forcing us out of our home on the West Bank. Four 
of us live here at 1808 S. 7th St. Two of us are coordinators at 
North Country Co-op - all of us work within a mile of our place. 
Social responsibility is something the city doesn’t seem to care 
about. MCDA’s motto is “Progress Through Partnership" 
which is absolute bullshit. You people hit the nail right on the 
head. Gentrif ication. The reason we are being forced out is due 
to one bar owner Linda Masica - owner of Blondie’s on the 
Avenue, a bar that advertises to get young Augsburg students 
DRUNK! The neighborhood agrees that this bar causes more 
problems in the community, damage to apartments, broken 
glass everywhere and just shit-faced little college brats whose 
parents don’t know that they are paying for them to get drunk 
every Thursday, Friday and Saturday night. Believe me, we 
are bitter after dealing with these bar problems every weekend! 
So we organized a meeting to discuss the problems. Mean¬ 
while, the “Blondie" writes a letter to MCDA, the dty council 
members and dty inspectors complaining about the disrepair 
of our house. To us, it is ironic that we are being kicked out of 
our home while these little drunk creeps reek havoc with our 
neighborhood. There is real injustice here. A bar ownerfordng 
residents out of their home. 

Well... we are asking for a boycott on Blondie’s 


intention was to spark some life back into our dying scene. The 
meetings were very successful. We have broken up into 
smaller Committees" to focus on setting up a phone line, a 
monthly newsletter, a gig collective, out-of-show activities 
such as record and fanzine swaps, sports, video nights, 
reading and information groups and an action group involved 
in community and political work. We will then be meeting once 
a month as the larger group to share information and how 
things are progressing. It is going to take a lot of time, effort and 
commitment and I'm sure we’ll have our fair share of problems 
and fights, but I feel positive that something good will come out 
of it. The hardest part is to break down the wall of cliques and 
in-dubs that already exist and hope that new ones don’t begin 
to develop. If you have any advice or suggestions, I would be 
more than glad to hear them. 

Thanks and peace, MitcheR / 39 Wellesboume Cr. / 
Willowdale Ontario / M2M148 CANADA / ph. #: (416)493- 
2534 

Ni RE., 

Thanxforsending issue #13, my lucky number. I noticed 
in your letters section the notice of non-delivery of mail, my 
name appears forthe reasonthat these pigs here rejected P.E. 
#11-12. Wei, it seems kindafucked up 'cause afriend of mine 
that was here got the same issue and it was allowed for him. 
The pigs here know me and know what I stand for. They think 
that rejecting certain books and zines at random is going to 
prove that they have the power to control my mind and actions. 

I don’t see anything in your zine that would “present danger to 
the institution's security.” It seems ridiculous that a zine would 
be a Tdanger" or “advocate violence’ in a maximum security 
prison which is locking up eight to nine hundred people in a 
prison that has a capacity of only holding five hundred or so 
prisoners. In essence, they themselves are advocating a 
danger of creating violence by massive prison overcrowding. 
Prisons in themselves along with dose-minded cow fucking 
redneck guards are the things that really advocate violence. I 
never wanted to ever hurt anybody at all, but when I see a pig 
I just want to torture, mutilate and kill the fuckin’ bastard. 

Anybody should be able to read or listen to anything they 
want. These pig bastards are not gonna change me by 
censoring what I read or listen to. I’ve hated cops since I was 
a baby and every year I hate them more. And I can’t wait to 
butcher my first piggie. I get out around 1996-97 and I sure the 
fuck am gonna fuck up some piggie lives. 

I just be hoping every fuckin’ day that someone out there 
sends a bullet or bomb to the heart and mind of George Bush. 
How the fuck is anyone gonna let this fucking King Pig get 
another four years in office without at least a couple tries at pin 
the bullet on the Bush? I sure would like to give it a try but four 
walls are holding me back. And ya know, when ya really think 
about it, it’s time to play put the bullet in every cop, business¬ 
men, judge, district attorney, governor, senator, etc. Show 
your brothers and sisters that you really care and kill a pig! 
Death to pigs-n-snitches, 

Oz 


OPINIONS 



LITERATURE REVIEWS 


Due to the fact that Satan told us not to, we didn't review everything you sent In. 


666 7/2 #9/$2 post-paid 
51/2" x 81/2" - offset - 40 pages 
Fuck this zine has been going for ages and hasnl improved 
a bit (there’s no need to really!) Lots of the Steve’s classic 
interviews with the ikes of HELLBASTARD, MEALSTROM, 
SLUM TURKEY and STATEMENT who accuse them of 
not printing their letters.... Wah! Great humor (even the 
STATEMENT interview in a sick sort of way). (Trdf) 
Steve /111 Famingham Rd / Caterham / Surrey / CR3 6LN 
/England 

Another Pair of Shoes #8 / $.75 ppd. 

5 1/2" x 81/2" - xerox - 24 pages 
A local zine from Minneapolis with bowling alley reviews 
and other funny stuff. Also included is some poetry and 
interviews with a band called AVAIL and a man who 
collects toys. Cool contents! (Donovan) 

P.O.Box 300031 / Minneapolis, MN 55403 

Anti #611 

81/2 x 5 1/2 - copied - 52 pages 
A deep delve into the minds of a few Philippine punx totally 
dedicated to anti-authoritarian propaganda, anarchy, and 
chaos. It’s written in (good) English and semi-fluent 
profanity and makes for a good read. It’s chock full of 
opinion pieces — a look at the serious, humorous, angry, 
and frustrating aspects of fighting the system from a punx 
perspective. Loads of interviews with European and 
Philippine bands — a good chance to get in touch with 
things in the Philppines. (Kalamity) 
get it from AYF Mpls Disribution 

Anti-Mass Methods of Organisation for Collectives / $2 

ppd. 

5 1/2" x 81/2"-offset-22 pages 
Simply put, this pamphlet is essential reading for anyone 
starting or already working in a collective. At the moment, 
Profane is using it to discuss where we are as a collective 
and where we want to go from here. It’s written with a 
healthy dose of personality while sticking to an in-depth 
presentation of ideas which are easy to comprehend and 
very realistic. The arguments against large-scale political 
movements are especially relevent. Fun reading and 
essential. (Criterion T.) 

Shrinking Publications / P.O.Box 610 / Edinburgh / EH 15 
1UG/U.K. 

Artfiux#\ /$2ppd 
81/2" x 11" - xerox - 20 pages 
Mighty cool first, fluxxin’ issue from my roomie, A-Ron. 
Artflux is primarily an artzine with this issue being centered 
around various sex fantasies. Artwork by Donovan stands 
out over everything else, especially his great cover draw¬ 
ing. Interviews with Steelpole Bathtub and Ace Backwards 

and a cool storv on nett inn a tattm nh/n vnn enmnthinn tn 


Blowin' Chunx #4 / $1 ppd. 

51/2" x 81/2"-offset-18 pages 
Cod shit - dig the fizards in the layout - Newt would too! 
Totaly pissed anarcha-feminist-punk perspective here - 
mostly personal stuff-but a variety of articles and other stuff 
aswel. A good read and won’t bog you down. (Troll) 
Alyssa / Newberry #408 / 423 State St. / Ann Arbor, Ml 
48109 (after May Day: 75 Stanton Rd. / Brookline, MN 
02146) 

Bottomfish Blues #4 / (you can pick these up at May Day 
books) 

81/2" x 11" - xerox - 30 pages 
I picked this up from a comrade who was copying this at 
Kinko’s one night. I took it home and wound up staying up 
lil 8 am reading I. VERY interesting and thoughtful zine 
which is well researched and quite coherent. A radical 
feminist critique which is based in facts and reality not 
academic twaddle. Serious insights into racial and gender 
oppression in Central Park, Rote Zora in Germany, Black 
Anti-Semitism, and really good articles on serial killers f 
cops, and witch hunts. Highly recommended. (Felix) 

Buff oh & 2 (booklet) 

40 pages of the most fuck-shit-up fun you’ll read in ages. 
This contains newsdps, articles and stories of past pranks 
and effective actions taken by angry people throughout the 
ages. From Yippie “Pie Man" Aron Kay to billboard 
defacing to workers’ struggles to Paris 1968. Great ideas 
spill forth from the pages, this was originally published by 
Spectacular Times but can be yours for a donation from: 
Baklava Autonomist Group/ P.O. Box 81961 / Chicago, IL 
60681 (Troll) 

Butt Ugly #6/ W 
81/2x11 - printed - 22 pages 
While not quite as inspired as previous efforts, this is still 
one fine punk rock fanzine. A goofy, mildly amusing 
interview with Sam McPheeters starts things out; other 
interviews include Satan on a Stick and an interesting one 
with a person named Lenny Goose, who used to work on 
a fucking great zine called The Snort. You can also read 
the day-by-day crumbling and ult imate demise of Antischism 
on their last tour. Probably the best piece in the whole issue 
is the page done by two PE collective members, tod and 
Criterion, though you might have to know something about 
them to really appreciate it. Q'oel) 

Cory / 408 E. Roberta Ave. / Waukesha, Wl 53186 

Clean Sheets , spring ’92 / $2 ppd. 

81/2" x 11" - offset -16 pages 
Clean Sheets is a new Twin Cities mag put out by the 
Willing Women Workers group to highlight wimmin’s roles 
and rights within the sex industry. The group definitely 
seems to be off to a refreshino start in addressina Droblems 


this zine out cos it wil make you think, but donl buy into its 

rugged individualist laissez-faire nonsense, as it has not 

even one toe dipped h reality, (joel) 

c/o Dave Schulz / PO box 3902/ Myrtle Beach, SC 29578- 

3902 

Dehumanization #1 / $1 post-paid. 

81/2" x 11" - copied - 38 pages 
A pretty decent anarchy and punk zine from around Detroit. 
Lots of different people combined efforts here with loads of 
graphical statements and (surprize!) even a couple things 
I wrote. I was a little disappointed that practically the only 
woman in this issue was depicted in a pretty negative way. 
(Troll) 

1648 W. Hazehurst / Femdale, Ml 48220 

Dingo Baby #4 / SAE/IRC 
81/2" x 11" - offset -4 pages 
Aaarrggghhh! Another HARDLINE interview. Kind of 
stiffles the rest of the thing which is too bad because I liked 
it. (Troll) 

do Anthony / P.O. Bax 23 / Middlesbrough / TS1 4YZ / 
England 

Double Bill / $1 ppd. 

T x 81/2" - xerox - 24 pages 
Wow... this zine struck me hard... If you’ve ever read 
Bimbox before, you’ll be familiar with the great layout style, 
but beyond that, this effort reaches new heights in exploring 
what a zine is al about and how a person can use their 
imagination to create a whole new political voice. The 
editors pit William Conrad (good guy) against Wiliam 
Burroughs (bad guy) and use the two characters as a 
channel for their anger, angst, humor... you name it. This 
is one of the hardest zines I’ve ever had to review - it’s just 
gotta be seen. The opening comments by Jena von 
Brucker and Johnny Noxema shed a lot of light on where 
they’re trying to take it. Get this especially if you do a zine 
yourself, because it wil probably make you rethink your 
approach to the medium. Yowza... (Criterion T.) 

Write to Crito care of PE for address 

Drastic Solutions #5 / $3 ppd 

81/2 x 11 - printed - 40 pages 

Probably my favorite political punk zine running, this is an 

essential purchase. The layout, done by the irrepressibly 

sexy Stephen Perry, is either too slick or fucking great — I 

tend toward the latter, but I’m not too picky either way (hey, 

I bve Lard Gore, don’t I?). Content wise, the editors have 
their thinking caps on and it’s refreshing to read a zine with 
such a critical eye. Wei thought-out and interesting 
interviews with Bad Religion, Moral Crux, and Arizona’s 
(once) finest — Hopeful Monsters — but where were the 
photos of Jack’s butt? Paul examines the Arab stereotyp¬ 
ing of JeHo Biafra’s “Die for Oil Sucker and does an 
excellent (though slightly overexaggerated) job of critiqu¬ 
ing the many lame statements on that piece that I bet 
slipped by most of you—you need to read this. I hope Jelto 
did. For all you First Amendment fanatics, I suggest you 
read Paul’s “Final Word;" in five paragraphs he lays the 
myth of free speech to rest. Although this zine could use a 
touch of humor here and there and I do tire of all the cries 

of how I a mo and uncarinn "thn snono" k — u/hnt tho f i irk 


Fathoms Be/ow#4/$125 or 4 stamps. 

34-packed pages of writings, mixing humor with serious¬ 
ness from the perspective of a frustrated punk in coflej. 
People from a similar outlook will probably get the most out 
of this, but the diverse selections of topics for articles can 
appeal to more than coflej geeks. The interview with Joe 
Frank© was interesting, as well as the various rants. 
Topped off with some brain teasers, fables, and a good 
article entitled “Pitfalls in Printing". A quality read for the 
price. (A-ron) 

Dan Wright / 1320 N.W. 76th Avenue / Plantation, FL 
33322-4740 

Fifth Estate #338/$1.50 

If you donl regularly read this, you should. In depth articles 
on anarchist theory and history plus coverage of Detroit. 
This issue is one of the most readable in recent years: an 
article on the 20th anniversary of the Attica uprising, a 
timeless article on prisons by Kropotkin, interview with a 
eco-feminist thinker, James Bay II, Alexander Berkman 
and more. Recommened. (Felix) 

46432 2d Ave; Detroit, Ml 48201 

Gaybee #2 / $1 ppd. 

5 1/2" x 81/2" - xerox - 32 pages 
Cool zine... from the people at Bushwhacker comes this 
hand-written zine with lots of personality and D.I.Y. spirit. 
Featured in #2 are some alright stories and rants, recipes, 
a thing on how to sikscreen, scams, pets (a fairly refreshing 
little approach to animal rights here!) and a lesson in safe 
sex from Bert and Ernie! Imagine i Aaron Cometbus was 
a fag who did a smaller zine than he does and you get the 
picture! Dude, like, get it... (Criterion T.) 

P.O.Box 343 / Portland, ME 04112-0343 

Genetic Disorder #6 / free 

5 1/2" x 81/2"-offset-28 pages 

Yawn... punk band interviews and record reviews... but at 

least it’s free. The question is, is it worth expending time 

and energy to get a copy?! Time to spruce things up Larry! 

(Criterion T.) 

P.O.Box 151362 / San Diego, CA 92175 

GINGIVITIS’ Freak Antizine Numbah 2 / $1 + Stamps 
81/2" x 11 - offset - 32 pages 
A sickening slate of vicous drug-induced works of art 
assembled by one warped glue-sniffin dreadlocked cow¬ 
boy, and one tarred sewer creature and a herd of sick 
sheep filling in the extra pages while they were getting 
drano pumped out of their guts after a disturbing attempt at 
self-fertilization. This zine is rancid, the pages are conta¬ 
gious, get a nice coat of latex on your fingers before you 
touch it, it’s been known to cause Bflharziasis. Find it and 
steal it. Oh yeah, they did it as a benefit for Twin Cities ARA. 
(Fuk), off. 

Freak Antizine/431 W Johnson, Apt. 1/Madison, Wl 53703 

Glass Ware- Goof Liberation Notes #3 / Stamp 
One of the best internal discussion" newsletters around. 
Mostly Jon George’s (Impulse) views on issues confronting 
the anarchist youth movement stuck between hillarious 
communiques from the Goof War. The most thought 

nmunkinn ic a rritini m nl Qaan Paillu'c artirlo nn iKn 








81/2 x 5 1/2 - copied - 52 pages 
A deep deh/e into the minds of a few Philippine punx totally 
dedicated to anti-authoritarian propaganda, anarchy, and 
chaos. It’s written in (good) English and semi-fluent 
profanity and makes for a good read. It’s chock full of 
opinion pieces — a look at the serious, humorous, angry, 
and frustrating aspects of fighting the system from a punx 
perspective. Loads of interviews with European and 
Philippine bands — a good chance to get in touch with 
things in the Philippines. (Kalamity) 
get it from AYF Mpls Disribution 

Anti-Mass Methods of Organisation for Collectives / $2 
ppd. 

5 1/2" x 81/2"-offset-22 pages 
Simply put, this pamphlet is essential reading for anyone 
starting or already working in a collective. At the moment, 
Profane is using it to discuss where we are as a collective 
and where we want to go from here. It’s written with a 
healthy dose of personality while sticking to an in-depth 
presentation of ideas which are easy to comprehend and 
very realistic. The arguments against large-scale political 
movements are especially relevent. Fun reading and 
essential. (Criterion T.) 

Shrinking Publications / P.O.Box 610 / Edinburgh / EH 15 
1UG/U.K. 

ArtfluxUt / $2 ppd 
81/2" x 11" - xerox - 20 pages 
Mighty cool first, fluxxin’ issue from my roomie, A-Ron. 
Artflux is primarily an artzine with this issue being centered 
around various sex fantasies. Artwork by Donovan stands 
out over everything else, especially his great cover draw¬ 
ing. Interviews with Steejpole Bathtub and Ace Backwards 
and a cool story on getting a tattoo give you something to 
sink your teeth into beyond the quick-read comix. Bias 
aside, I think this zine will appeal to just about everyone out 
there and future issues look promising. (Criterion T.) 
c/o Profane Existence address 

Baker’s Dozen , winter ’91 / $1 25 ppd. 

7* x 81/2" - xerox - 48 pages 
Eiso and Stephanie have put together a chewable hunk of 
zineage here. The graphix and comix are entrancing, the 
stories aren't too bad and I was damn happy to see an 
interview with Helios Creed. It seems like the main reason 
this zine works so well is because there’s so many people 
collaborating/contrbuting to it. A good organizational effort 
here! (Criterion T.) 

849 C Almar Ave., #154 / Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

Bayou La Rose #37 / $3 ppd 
tabloid - printed - 52 pages 

“An international journal of waking class ecological anar¬ 
chism and human rights activism—fa the well being of al." 
There is also a strong emphasis on Native American 
struggles, making fa a nice overall focus fa this excellent 
paper. Much of this issue is dedicated to five hundred years 
of resistance and international news. If you are planning 
any quincentennial anti-Columbus activities, this paper is 
an essential source. Keep up the vital work, (joe!) 

PO Box 5464 / Tacoma, WA 98405-0464 

Ben is Dead# 16-17 / $3 ppd. 

81/2" x 11" - newsprint - 48 pages 

This issue of Ben is Dead is called the gross issue and it’s 

definitely packed full ofgross, disgusting, rude shit - it’s 

Great! This issue has a raalh/ mol cordon nrt norlnrmanro 


Anti-Semitism, and really good articles on serial killers/ 
cops, and witch hunts. Highly recommended. (Felix) 

Buffo! 1 & 2 (booklet) 

40 pages of the most fuck-shit-up fun you’ll read in ages. 
This contains newsdps, articles and stories of past pranks 
and effective actions taken by angry people throughout the 
ages. From Yippie “Pie Man" Aron Kay to billboard 
defacing to workers’ struggles to Paris 1968. Great ideas 
spill forth from the pages, this was originally published by 
Spectacular Times but can be yours for a donation from: 
Baklava Autonomist Group/ P.O. Box 81961 / Chicago, IL 
60681 (Troll) 

Butt Ugly #6 /$1 
81/2 x 11 - printed - 22 pages 
While not quite as inspired as previous efforts, this is still 
one fine punk rock fanzine. A goofy, mildly amusing 
interview ’with Sam McPheeters starts things out; other 
interviews include Satan on a Stick and an interesting one 
with a person named Lenny Goose, who used to wak on 
a fucking great zine called The Snort. You can also read 
the day-by-day crumbling and ultimate demise of Antischism 
on their last tour. Probably the best piece m the whole issue 
is the page done by two PE collective members, tod and 
Criterion, though you might have to know something about 
them to really appreciate it. (joel) 

Cory / 408 E. Roberta Ave. / Waukesha, Wl 53186 

Clean Sheets , spring ’92 / $2 ppd. 

81/2" x 11" - offset -16 pages 
Clean Sheets is a new Twin Cities mag put out by the 
Willing Women Workers group to highlight wimmin’s roles 
and rights within the sex industry. The group definitely 
seems to be off to a refreshing start in addressing problems 
in the sex industry from a feminist angle. Well worth picking 
up and supporting. (Criterion T.) 

W3 / P.O.Box 40040 / St. Paul, MN 55104 

The Crash Update, Dec. ’91 / $1 ppd. 

This rag is the newslettei The Crash Network, a group 
decfccated to promoting vagabonding. What they do is 
publish a list of houses you can crash at while traveling, 
have it entered in a computer fa easier access and sell 
memberships to be added to the list to keep the whole 
project going. The newsletter has some pretty cool articles 
on traveling tps and regional info, as well as more info on 
what The Crash Network encompasses. Definitely worth 
looking into. (Criterion T.) 

519 Castro St. #7 / San Francisco, CA 94114 

Damnation #1 / $1 ppd 
51/2x81/2- copied -16 pages 
Objectivism hits the punk scene and I fa one am not 
thrilled. I was intrigued when I first flipped through this 
political punk magazine to see all the Ayn Rand quotes 
liberally peppering the pages, so I read on and to my 
disappointment found this to be typical objectivist fare: 
uncritically accepting of anything the world’s most rational 
“man"—Ayn Rand—and her lackeys like Leonard Peikoff 
say, completely arrogant toward ideas that aren't “rational" 
or “objective" and downright cruel and oppressive in its 
uncritical elevation of laissez-faire capitalism as the savior 
of mankind (and objedivists always say mankind, dear). 
The only difference is the edita slaps a circle @ to Rand’s 
beliefs, carrying objectivism to its logical extension but 
certainly not aeating any sort of anarchist vision that I 
would associate mvself with. There’s so mueh I could 


Dimuux wiore, yuu u do laminar wnn mo gruai layoui siyie, 
but beyond that, this effort reaches new heights in exploring 
what a zine is al about and how a person can use their 
imagination to create a whole new political voice. The 
editors pit William Conrad (good guy) against Wiliam 
Burroughs (bad guy) and use the two characters as a 
channel fa their anger, angst, huma... you name it. This 
is one of the hardest zines I’ve ever had to review - it’s just 
gotta be seen. The opening comments by Jena von 
Brucker and Johnny Noxema shed a lot of light on where 
they’re trying to take it. Get this especially if you do a zine 
yourself, because it wil probably make you rethink your 
approach to the medium. Yowza... (Criterion T.) 

Write to Crito care of PE for address 

Drastic Solutions #5 / $3 ppd 

81/2x11 -printed-40 pages 

Probably my favorite political punk zine running, this is an 

essential purchase. The layout, done by the irrepressibly 

sexy Stephen Perry, is either too slick a fucking great — I 

tend toward the latter, but I’m not too picky either way (hey, 

1 love Lard Gore, don’t I?). Content wise, the editors have 
their thinking caps on and it’s refreshing to read a zine with 
such a critical eye. Wei thought-out and interesting 
interviews with Bad Religion, Moral Crux, and Arizona’s 
(once) finest — Hopeful Monsters — but where were the 
photos of Jack’s butt? Paul examines the Arab stereotyp¬ 
ing of Jello Biafra’s “Die fa Oil Sucker" and does an 
excellent (though slightly overexaggerated) job of critiqu¬ 
ing the many lame statements on that piece that I bet 
slipped by most of you—you need to read this. I hope Jello 
did. For all you First Amendment fanatics, I suggest you 
read Paul’s “Final Wad;" in five paragraphs he lays the 
myth of free speech to rest. Although this zine could use a 
touch cf huma here and there and I do tire of all the cries 
of how lame and uncaring The scene" is —- what the fuck 
is a “scene" and why should I care? — I can only recom¬ 
mend this zine to you, gentle reader, with all of my warm 
little drde-<g>'d heart, (joel) 

2 Embro Drive / Downsview, Ontario / M3H 2M8/ Canada 

Drunken Boat If V $6 ppd 
tabloid - printed - 64 pages 

I saw this up at Mayday Books a couple of weeks ago and 
thought it looked really cool, but the price is $6—ouch!! So, 
like any normal person who works on a zine, I put the copy 
back on the rack and hoped we’d get a review copy. Well, 
we did and now that I’ve read (parts of) it I can tell ya that 
there’s some good and bad here. First the good: the 
attitude is fucking ace. The editas have a real cool upfront 
anarchist attitude that gets in your face and stays there. A 
mag that mixes art and anarchy, they emphasize strongly 
that nearly every art movement from the late nineteenth 
century to the present has had a strong anarchist undercur¬ 
rent that has been suppressed by the media and Iberal 
academians. Drunken Boats goal is to bring anarchy up 
into the forefront of art, and i their excellent “Manifesto" is 
any indication, they’re going to succeed in making art a 
threat again. However, there’s two big bummer parts here: 
one, who but the most pretentious art student with a blank 
space on his/her coffee table can affad to buy this? Sure 
it looks great and undoubtably cost a lot to print, but 
accessibility is surely something worth working toward. 
Also, this issue is really male-biased: the only women 
pictured are naked a a corpse. The histories, interviews, 
and articles all come from men. Hopefully in the future 
they’ll work on these complaints—they promise a piece on 
Voltairine de Cleyre in #2, which should be great—but in 

the meantime steal or borrow thk kci jo firm nn nit cti iHnnt 


featured in wz are somo aingm stones and rants, rodpes, 
a thing on how to sikscreen, scams, pets (a fairly refreshing 
little approach to animal rights here!) and a lesson in safe 
sex from Bert and Ernie! Imagine i Aaron Cometbus was 
a fag who did a smaller zine than he does and you get the 
picture! Dude, like, get it... (Criterion T.) 

P.O.Box 343 / Portland, ME 04112-0343 

Genetic Disorder #6 / free 

5 1/2" x 81/2"-offset-28 pages 

Yawn... punk band interviews and record reviews... but at 

least it’s free. The question is, is it worth expending time 

and energy to get a copy?! Time to spruce things up Larry! 

(Criterion T.) 

P.O.Box 151362 / San Diego, CA 92175 

GINGIVITIS - Freak Antizine Numbah 2 / $1 + Stamps 
81/2" x 11 - offset - 32 pages 
A sickening slate of vicous drug-induced works of art 
assembled by one warped glue-sniffin dreadlocked cow¬ 
boy, and one tarred sewer creature and a herd of sick 
sheep filling in the extra pages while they were getting 
drano pumped out of their guts after a disturbing attempt at 
self-fertilization. This zine is rancid, the pages are conta¬ 
gious, get a nice coat of latex on your fingers before you 
touch it, it’s been known to cause Bflharziasis. Find it and 
steal it. Oh yeah, they did it as a benefit fa Twin Cities ARA. 
(Fuk), off. 

Freak Antizine/431 W Johnson, Apt. 1/Madison, Wl 53703 

Glass Ware- Goof Liberation Notes #3 / Stamp 
One of the best “internal discussion" newsletters around. 
Mostly Jon George’s (Impulse) views on issuesconfronting 
the anarchist youth movement stuck between hillarious 
communiques from the Goof War. The most thought 
provoking is a critique of Sean Reilly’s article on the middle 
class in Heavy Stuff #3. Recommended. (Felix) 

Jon George/Rt. 1 /Red Wing, MN 55066/ USA 

Gypsy Lizard / 3 stamps 

81/2" x 11"- copied -32 pages 

Totol chaos lay-out style! Articles include eco-feminism 

and similar wimmin’s and eco-related issues. Good stuff i 

you can read it! (Troll) 

Jenna/ Box 475/ Hampshire College/Amherst, MA 01002 

It’s Alright To Be An Asshole! #4 /1.25 ppd. 

Everything you’d never see in Profance Existence. Rev. 
Phil explains why anarchy won’t work, a Mentors interview, 
GG Alim, reviews, Ollie Stench’s musings and humor. An 
amusing look at the un-PC side of Minneapolis, even if I 
cant say I agree with much of it. (Felix) 

P.O.Box 3383/ Minneapolis, MN 55403/ USA 

Johnny on theSpot #6/$1 ppd. 

81/2" x 11" - photocopied - 32 pages 
NAKED RAYGUN and JAWBOX interviews... 
BOOORRRRING!!! There’s some good points though so 
it’s not a total loss. (Troll) 

118 Surrey Lane / Lake Forest, IL 60045 

j Liberate the Obsessed #6 / stamps 
81/2" x 1T - offset -12 pages 
Holy fucking shit... what a cod cover! Better than most v 
records these days! This zine keeps changing each 
issue... this time it grew up and Craig must have gotten 
himself a typewriter. Alright now the good stuff... Great 
opinions and articles denoundng schod and work (the root 
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sink your teeth into beyond the quick-read comix. Bias 
aside, I think this zine will appeal to just about everyone out 
there and future issues look promising. (Criterion T.) 
do Profane Existence address 

Baker's Dozen , winter ’91 / $1 25 ppd. 

7" x 81/2" - xerox - 48 pages 
Eiso and Stephanie have put together a chewable hunk of 
zineage here. The graphix and comix are entrancing, the 
stories aren't too bad and I was damn happy to see an 
interview with Helios Creed. It seems like the main reason 
this zine works so well is because there’s so many people 
collaborating/contrbuting to it. A good organizational effort 
here! (Criterion T.) 

849 C Almar Ave., #154 / Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

Bayou La Hose #37/ $3 ppd 
tabloid - printed - 52 pages 

“An international journal of waking class ecological anar¬ 
chism and human rights activism—fa the well being of al." 
There is also a strong emphasis on Native American 
struggles, making fa a nice overall focus fa this excellent 
paper. Much of this issue is dedicated to five hundred years 
of resistance and international news. If you are planning 
any quincentennial anti-Columbus activities, this paper is 
an essential source. Keep up the vital work, (joel) 

PO Box 5464 / Tacoma, WA 98405-0464 

Ben is Dead#16-17 / $3 ppd. 

81/2“ x 11“ - newsprint - 48 pages 
This issue of Ben is Dead is called the gross issue and it’s 
definitely packed full ofgross, disgusting, rude shit - it’s 
great! This issue has a really cool section on performance 
artists with very interesting photos of people doing weird 
things to themselves. There’s also interviews with two 
gross bands, FEARLESS LEADER and THE 
MUDWIMMIN. (Donovan) 

P.O.Box 3166/ Hollywood, CA 90028 

The Big Takeover #7,8,+9/ $1 ppd 
51/2x81/2- copied - 24 pages 
This is a cool zine from a small town in Pennsylvania I think 
that’s why I was attracted to it. It's cool to see a zine w/ a 
smaller town perspective. Each issue deals w i a theme. #7 
is “No Special Theme.” Stuff on vegetarianism, gun control, 
and good personal fiction & editorial. #8 is the “Collage Art" 
issue w/ political oriented collage’s + also an excellent 
letters section. On to #9: brand new “School Isn’t Cool" 
issue. Funny stuff on how & why school sucks. They also 
print lyrics by bands when there’s extra space. I like this 
zine a whole lot + you should tool(glitter) 

10 Dahl St. / Warren, PA 16365 

Blank Info #3 / $3 post-paid 
81/2" x 11"- offset - 34 pages 
A pretty cool zine done in the infamous “chop and slop" 
style of U.K. fanzines. Loads of interviews throughout (9 in 
all) and scene reports and other punk stuff. Pretty cool, 
especially the rabid D.I.Y. attitude throughout. (Troll) 

John Patricio / 2960 J. Abad Santos / Td. 1012 Mia. / 
Philipines 


in the sex industry from a feminist angle. Well worth picking 
up and supporting. (Criterion T.) 

W3 / P.O.Box 40040 / St. Paul, MN 55104 

The Crash Update, Dec. ’91 / $1 ppd. 

This rag is the newsletter The Crash Network, a group 
dedcated to promoting vagabonding. What they do is 
publish a list of houses you can crash at while traveling, 
have it entered in a computer fa easier access and sell 
memberships to be added to the fist to keep the whole 
project going. The newsletter has some pretty cool articles 
on traveling tps and regional info, as well as mae info on 
what The Crash Network encompasses. Definitely worth 
looking into. (Criterion T.) 

519 Castro St. #7 / San Francisco, CA 94114 

Damnation #1 / $1 ppd 
51/2x81/2- copied -16 pages 
Objectivism hits the punk scene and I fa one am not 
thrilled. I was intrigued when I first tipped through this 
political punk magazine to see all the Ayn Rand quaes 
liberally peppering the pages, so I read on and to my 
disappointment found this to be typical objectivist fare: 
uncritically accepting of anything the world’s most rational 
“man"—Ayn Rand—and her lackeys like Leonard Peikoff 
say, completely arrogant toward ideas that aren’t “rational" 
a “objective” and downright cruel and oppressive in its 
uncritical elevation of laissez-faire capitalism as the savior 
of mankind (and objectivists always say mankind, dear). 
The only difference is the editor slaps a circle @ to Rand’s 
beliefs, carrying objectivism to its logical extension but 
certainly not aeating any sort of anarchist vision that I 
would associate myself with. There’s so much I could 
criticize about this zine but the article “The Welfare State" 
encapsulates all that is violently wrong about objectivism. 
Firstly, it has a crude, ideological conception of all collectiv¬ 
ist/communal economies: they’re all statist, promote lazi¬ 
ness, are inefficient and (hara!) Irrational" Try reading 
Kropotkin’s Mutual Aid a a history of the Spanish Revolu¬ 
tion and you’ll find that communist anarchists advocate 
neitherstatistcolleaivismnalaissez-faire capitalism. “The 
Welfare State" article also blames poa people for being 
poa and uses the right-wing stereotype of most welfare 
recipients as lazy, a steredype that is patently false. If the 
editawouldexamineissuesabitcloserinsteadof uncritically 
repeating Rand’s social Darwinism, he’d see that people 
are on welfare not necessarily out of laziness but for 
structural reasons: capital needs a large pool of pacified 
unemployed people to keep wages down and make maxi¬ 
mum profits. The edita’s solution to welfare? Everyone 
should “take responsibility fa their poverty" and get a job. 

Is this Reaganism a anarchist writing? It’s also interesting 
that a tot of the zine is dedicated to railing on the slavery a 
today’s system, but the objectivist solution is to compel 
everyone to enter a system of wage slavery, waking to 
“earn their keep" while rich bastards like Rand sip liqueurs 
in their NYC penthouses. Don’t get me wrong, Rand 
actually does have a couple of interesting points to make 
and so does this well-produced, thoughtful zine. I just think 
it’s fundamentally anti-human and highly ideological de¬ 
spite objectivism’s vehement claims tothe contrary. Check 
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is a “scene" and why should I care? — I can only recom¬ 
mend this zine to you, gentle reader, with all of my warm 
little drde-@’d heart, (joel) 

2 Embro Drive / Downsview, Ontario / M3H 2M8/ Canada 

Drunken Boat* 1/ $6 ppd 
tabloid - printed - 64 pages 

I saw this up at Mayday Books a couple of weeks ago and 
thought it looked really cool, but the price is $6—ouch!! So, 
like any normal person who works on a zine, I put the copy 
back on the rack and hoped we’d get a review copy. Well, 
we did and now that I’ve read (parts of) it I can tell ya that 
there’s some good and bad here. First the good: the 
attitude is fucking ace. The editas have a real cool qpfront 
anarchist attitude that gets in your face and stays there. A 
mag that mixes art and anarchy, they emphasize strongly 
that nearly every art movement from the late nineteenth 
century to the present has had a strong anarchist undercur¬ 
rent that has been suppressed by the media and Iberal 
academians. Drunken Boats goal is to bring anarchy up 
into the forefront of art, and i their excellent “Manifesto” is 
any indication, they’re going to succeed in making art a 
threat again. However, there’s two big bummer parts here: 
one, who but the most pretentious art student with a blank 
space on his/ha coffee table can aff ad to buy this? Sure 
it looks great and undoibtably cost a tot to print, but 
accessibility is surely something worth working toward. 
Also, this issue is really male-biased: the only women 
pictured are naked a a corpse. The histories, interviews, 
and articles all come from men. Hopefully in the future 
they’ll work on these complaints—they promise a piece on 
Voltairine de Cleyre in #2, which should be great — but in 
the meantime steal or borrow this issue from an art student, 
(joel) 

do Autonomedia / PO Box 568/ Brooklyn, NY/11211- 
0568 

Ely Fire Fly #12 / 2 stamps (?) 

3 1/2 x 11 - copied -12 pages 
Oh my god it’s 4:00 AM and Crito just farted so I can’t give 
this zine the justice it deserves in this review, but before we 
have to fumigate the room a I pass out I want to say that 
this is a cool, down-home little libertarian (small- L) zine 
fr om somewhere in rural Minnesotat that I've never been to 
(fuck, I’ve scarcely left Minneapolis since I got here). Stuff 
on the Third World debt, education, “Ask Ingrid," and other 
cool things fill these pages and fill them well, (joel) 

413 N. 10th Ave. E. / By, MN 55731 

Ever Feel Like All You Can Do Is Sit and Wonder?/ stamp 
3 x 5 - copied -16 pages 

A brief comic with rather cheezy stickperson art and a 
mundane storyline about a terrible day trying to get one’s 
car out of the impound la — I loved it! Troll and I read this 
while selling shit at a Speedboat gig and we were cracking 
up. One of those things that’s so banal yet subtly sarcastic 
you can’t help but laugh out loud. Andy did another comic 
about a vacuum deaner stae which is also good though 
not quite up to this one’s high standards. More! (joel) 
Motor Oil /1166 Selby Ave. / St. Paul, MN ????? 
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dass in Heavy Stuff #3. Recommended. (Felix) 

Jon George/Rt. 1 /Red Wing, MN 55066/ USA 

Gypsy Lizard #1 / 3 stamps 

81/2" x 11"- copied - 32 pages 

Tad chaos lay-out style! Articles indude eco-feminism 

and similar wimmin’s and eco-related issues. Good stuff i 

you can read it! (Troll) 

Jenna/ Box 475/ Hampshire Cdlege / Amherst, MA 01002 

It's Alright To Be An Asshole! #4 /1.25 ppd. 

Everything you’d never see in Profance Existence. Rev. 
Phil explains why anarchy won’t work, a Mentors interview, 
GG Allin, reviews, Ollie Stench’s musings and humor. An 
amusing look at the un-PC side of Minneapolis, even if I 
cant say I agree with much d it. (Felix) 

P.O.Box 3383/ Minneapdis, MN 55403/ USA 

Johnny on the Spot #6/$1 ppd. 

81/2" x 11" - photocopied - 32 pages 
NAKED RAYGUN and JAWBOX interviews... 
BOOORRRRING!!! There’s some good points though so 
it’s not a total toss. (Troll) 

118 Surrey Lane / Lake Forest, IL 60045 

iterate the Obsessed #6 / stamps 
8 1/2" x 11"-offset-12 pages 
Holy fucking shit... what a cod cover! Better than most 1 
records these days! This zine keeps changing each 
issue... this time it grew up and Craig must have gotten 
himself a typewriter. Alright now the good stuff... Great 
opinions and articles denounang schod and work (the rod 
of all evil fa us peasants!) and even a Happy Chef rstaraunt 
guide around the great plains. Yuck! (Troll) 

P.O. Box 1916/ Rapid City, SD 57709-1916 

Life Is a Joke #7/$1 ppd. 

Put out by the angstful cup d Joe Franke, this comic/ 
pissed-poetry-type zine always makes me chuckle at his 
warped style of very black (coffee) huma and crude 
illustrations. For instance, “Ways to bring about urban 
justice: ...Shod the occassional law enfacement sort." A 
wicked zeen fa those who prefer their coffee black and 
scorching. Joe must read too much of Rollins writings. You 
get the pidure. 

(A-ron) 

1476 15th St. / San Francisco, CA 94103. 

Live Wild or Die #3/ 

Tabloid size (like P.E.) - 44 pages 
A totally inspirational and informative source fa those 
radically inclined fa the defense of the Earth and the 
struggle fa freedom. Total fuck-shit-ip attitude which 
denotes the title. No home should be without at least one 
copy of this! I dunno the cost so send what you can. (Troll) 
P.O. Box 329 / Santa Cruz, CA 95061 

Love and Rage monthly / $1 ppd 
tabloid - printed -16 pages 

Let’s put all the rumors to rest, shall we? Love and Rage 
people are nd a bunch d doset Trotskyists, they’re not 








trying to lead" any anarchist movement (though they are 
waking to build one, and there’s a difference), they’re not 
too stuffy and theoretical, and they are actually trying to get 
a sense of humor these days. Well, they’re no anarchist 
Whoopi Goldbergs yet, but this is still one of the best 
youthful, energetic, and revolutionary anarchist papers in 
the U.S. The February issue, which featured many pieces 
around Women’s Herstory Month, was excellent (much 
better than Anarchy's flaccid and terribly disappointing 
“Gender and Anarchy" issue). For people who actually 
want to do something with anarchist thought. Howcanlget 
a date with P. Harvey Snoozer? (joe I) 

PO Box 3 / Prince St. Sta. / New York, NY 10012 

Manumission #1 / $1 25 ppd 
81/2x11-copied-20 pages 
A fine first effort from the good Mr. Werle. The stats: lots 
of good band photos; interviews with Econochrist, Heroin, 
1.6 Band and others; reviews; and a dean layout that 
promises to improve. The thinking: Mr. Werle does a lot of 
it, thank god, and he gives us his thoughts on all sorts of 
issues, from breast implants to the hollowing out of the 
values that made straightedge such an important move¬ 
ment for him at one time. His commentary is the highlight 
of the zine, and while I of course don’t agree with everything 
in it (like his nonviolent stance and his tendency to degrade 
himself — hey Dan, you’re okay!), I do think this is the 
coolest thing I’ve seen from Connecticut since the Seizure 
Ip. Thank you. (joel) 

Dan Werle / PO Box 5150 / Brookfield, CT 06804 

Media Blitz #1 / $1 ppd. 

81/2" x 11" - xerox -14 pages 
What ya got here is a dam impressive zine with mucho 
situations leanings which manages to lay down a couple 
of good articles on the media spectade and collectivization 
and complements ’em with some semi-decent collages. 
Nothing incredible, but a good first issue considering it’s all 
done by one person. (Criterion T.) 

470 W. 23rd St., apt. #2A/ NYC, NY 10011 

NAA.G. Notes #1 /$1 ppd. 

T x 81/2" - xerox - 28 pages 
Those wacky Naughty Anti-Authoritarian Girls are at it 
again. Smashing patriarchy with hella groovey collage-art 
layouts, pissed prose, short pieces on post-partum depres¬ 
sion and unarresting, this zine shows a lot of potential. My 
only critidsm is that despite the urgency and relevence of 
the contents, some of the writing gets dogmatic. An A-1 
effort, nonetheless and I would recommend sending an 
extra buck and asking for their past releases which are just 
as cool. Kick it to ‘em, grrrris! (Criterion T.) 

P.O.Box2699/Portland,OR 98507 

Naked City# 9 / 25 cents 
5 1/2 x 8 1/2 - xerox -16 pgs. 

This is a skater zine with a real homemade feeling to it, 
which beats the hell out of glossy mags like thrasher. Its got 
stuff on how to fuck ip rednecks pickups and other fun stuff 
+ a little skate coverage too. Pretty cool! (Glitter) 

4632 Amesbury #142 / Dallas, TX 75206 

No Sanctuary #1/ $2 ppd. world 

How to be 100% DIY and do gigs, zines, records, etc. 
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of integrating politics and culture, although punkitude is 
lacking. Kinda like a colege music, anarchist fanzine. 
Nevertheless, they pull it off well with wel-done articles on 
pirate radio, the anti-anarchist conspiracy (good ol' Bob 
Black) and one person’s summary of this country’s most 
pressing problems in the past year. Definitely enough 
material to keep your brain cells kissing each other. (How 
can anything with cheese on it be radical?-Felix) (Criterion 
T.) 

P.O.Box 158324/ Nashville, TN 37215 
flrieforie#2/$1 ppd.? 

Everything you need to know about whats going on in the 
hyperactice Wisconsin scene. Interviews with Cory of Butt 
Ugly, Naked Aggression, Natural Cause, Karofine of Fang 
Gang, reviews, very thoughtful piece on “alternative” youth 
culture and drugs as social control. Plus humor and an 
interview with NOFX. Hella rad except the NOFX interview 
(weak) and "things I hate." (Felix) 

Brad Marta/461 Rivermoor Dr J Waterford, Wl 53185/ USA 

Riot Gear #3 / $3 ppd. 

51/2" x 81/2" - xerox - 56 pages 
Dekey-boy and company return with a renamed zine and 
buttloads of hot queer readables! Formerly called 3 Dollar 
Bill ; Riot Gear comes at ya with intelligent political articles, 
some cool accounts of The International Pop Festival and 
Epicenter, a great review section and a cool mix of fag AN D 
dyke humor and content to make this a neverending fun 
read (I’m still not finished!) Enough of the stupid slagging in 
the letter section, though... who gives a shit. Get this, 
fucker. (Criterion T.) 

P.O.Box 190176/ San Francisco, CA 94119 (-0176) 

Slug & Lettuce# 23/SAS.E. 

Tabloid - 4 pages 

Primarily centered around Christine’s live band photogra¬ 
phy (mostly from ABC-No-Rio in NYC) and classified ads 
where you can find everything from banned books to punk 
pals in the Phillipines. Also some reviews and environmen¬ 
tal info. The layout’s really dean and organized but the 
type’s getting smaller ‘n’ smaller! (Troll) 

P.O. Box 2067/ Peter Stuy. Stn. / New York, NY 10009 

Snaff#UIV 

5 1/2" x 11" - copied - 24 pages 
Interviews with GUTTERSNIPES, SPINNERS, KLAW 
(and more) plus some smai articles and even a little 
science-fiction. Short and sweet. (Troll) 

Roddy and Tish / 27 Brindley Close / Trafford Road / 
Ecdes, Manchester / M30 0HZ / England 

Social Blunder# 5 

This issue is old, I’m sure #6 is out by now. This is a good 
overview of the scene in South Africa. A lot of information 
on the causes of world hunger. Interview with Powemoize 
records, vegetarianism, Australian and Yugoslavian scene 
reports, anarchy, reviews and more. (Felix) 

Soulless Structures #5 / $1 
7 x 81/2 - copied - 48 pages 
We got this one in just a day before the deadline so I haven’t 
been able to read it all, but I wanted to review it this issue 
cos Michael is such a cool fellow and his zine slays small 


Trauma #2/$1 

A Dutch zine which has interviews with the band that has 
inspired Troll for years: Green Day. Besides this classic 
outfit there’s also interviews with those next door commie 
straight edgers SEEIN’ RED and another one with German 
artsy fartsy revolutionaries Kalashnikov. If you know Dutch, 
you can also check out the news, reviews and letters. S5 
Mailorder is now also part of Trauma, so their 4 page 
catalog is printed, too. (Y@hoo) 

Hans Tebbens / Amethistdijk 82 / 4706 BC Roosendaa! / 
Netherlands 

Twisted Image #35-36 / $12 a year 
81/2x11 - copied -10 pgs. 

You should already be familiar^ Twisted Image. It’s done 
by Ace Backwords (former MRR). Both issues contain the 
usual comic humor with a political side thrown in some¬ 
times too. I think it’s pretty cool+isn’t based around sex like 
most underground comics (glitter) 

Another opinion: Twisted Image rotates solely around 
white male domination and sex and has no worth whatso¬ 
ever. (fuk) 

1630 University Ave. Apt. 26 / Berkeley, CA 94703 

v Jh6 Unmentionable #13/ $2 
V A great half-size, 86-page zeen from Kefina. She cites 
Aaron Cometbus as her favorite zeen editor, and it shows 
through without being too much of a copy-cat. Truthfully, I 
found it be just as creative, but even with more forms of 
material covered coherently. It indudes short fiction, great 
graffitti quotes, dressmaking, reviews, comix, a hilarious 
readers survey response section, “ask annie" and more. It 
even looks like Aaron helped with a few layouts here and 
there. I wonder... Some handwriting looks familiar. (A-ron) 
P.O. Box 7219 / Santa Cruz, CA 95061 

Waffle Butt# 1 

For their first issue these people did a really great job. I 
found this zine very interesting-it’s one of the very few zines 
that I read through the whole zine and didn’t get bored. The 
stories were great and I like the info they had on free church 
food and by the way does putting water down the change 
slot cf a pep machine really work?(Nicole) 

PO Box 19416 / Seattle, WA 98109 

Wind Chill Factor Monthly / free - ($1 postage?) 

8 1/2 x 11 - copied - 48 pages 
The only other anarchist paper in the Midwest that’s free 
locally, between WCF and PE we plan on taking over the 
area from the Mississippi to the Ohio River by, oh say 1993. 
Fucking excellent anarchist zine; everyone in the PE 
collective reads this from cover to cover as soon as we get 
a stack. News, analysis, lots of cool graphics and reprinted 
stuff, all with a fresh and feisty revolutionary anarchist bent. 
The layout and print job kinda remind sme of Hippycore but 
this is way more fun to read cos it scares more yuppies and 
hapless wealthy CEO’s per page. One of my favorite 
anarchist papers going, you have to check this one out. 
When summer arrives the PE collective is going to invite 
the Baklava folks (the collective that does WCF) to Minne¬ 
apolis for an “anarchist-zine-collective’s-eating-drinking- 
and-being-merry” conference, where we’ll hold many inter¬ 
esting workshops on street hockey, vegan chili spicing, and 
the TroH-drink-drunk-spin-and-reel dance move, so WCF 


Love and Rage Discussion Bulletin January-February 1992 
Just short of the AYF bulletin in thickness but I heard that a 
number of pages were removed for postal requirements. Total 
chaos layout of the proposals, communiques, letters, etc. you 
would expect in a discussion bulletin from one of North America’s 
largest anarchist newspaper. Send $1 or2 to P. Harvey Snoozer 
/ P.O. Box 581354 / Minneapolis, MN 55459-1354 

Love and Rage Network (2/18/92) 

This is an informational packet sent out to all the members of the 
Love and Rage Network (and then some) detailing plans for future 
Network Council meetings and the like. Pretty dry and humorless 
(as you would expect) except for the How to Build an Igloo” article 
slipped in with this. I think you have to be in the Love and Rage 
Network to get this and for all I know this may be just a one-time 
thing? Just get acopy of L & R so you’ll have an idea what these 
last two reviews are about. 

Profane Existence Supfx>rters Bulletin 
The thinnest and most direct to the point. Loaded with all kinds 
of juicy gossip and the minutes of the weekly P.E. meetings and 
updates proposals from various groups within the collective at 
large. This is a monthly thing and goes out to all the P.E. 
shitworkers around the world and our house. If you contribute a 
lot to this zine you may end up with one of these in your mailbox 
every month or whenever we get around to itl 
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Fragments of a Silent Storm 

ed. by Jack Kahn, Lea Anne Fisher, and Steve Schafer 

114 pages, $3ppd from Militant Monster Press / PO Box 195 / 

Mesa, AZ 85211 

This is a collection of short stories from underground authors, all 
with some sort of radical perspective. Being the latest project from 
my fine friend whom I miss very dearly. Jack Kahn, I was really 
looking forward to getting a copy of this and when I did I devoured 
it readily. Ten stories and some wonderful art comprise this 
anthology. Every story is worth reading and some (like “Running 
Before the Night,” "Fist of God,” “Step Back" and “Radio Free 
Lebanon”) are excellent The book’s subtitle "an anthology of 
radical fiction" makes you think about what is “radical” in each 
story and although it’s not always obvious, the radical element is 
there in every tale. What’s so great about it is that each story is 
radical in its own way—ten stories, ten different themes. If radical 
political stuff doesn’t interest you because it’s too dry or stuffy or 
difficult to read then I strongly recommend this collection, as all the 
stories are more than just plain good reading; they make you think 
and draw your own conclusions. For those of you who like radical 
political stuff, this collection is valuable in that not only will it give 
you a healthy break from all those dense Kropotkin tomes, it will 
also help you place your radical perspective within the “real life" 
situations in these stories, especially ones like "Bum.” In any 
case, I strongly recommend this book to anyone, and I hope to see 
more of this kind of work within the punk rock counterculture, (joel) 

Take Back Your Life by Alicia non Grata 

16 pages, $1ppd from Profance Existence / PO box 8722 / 

Minneapolis, MN 55405 

This isnt technically a book but nor is it a zine, so I’ll review it here. 
What Take Back Your Life is is a collection of five articles written 
by Alicia non Grata in past issues of Profance Existence and 
reprinted here. The theme of the booklet is women taking back 
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Media Blitz#) / $1 ppd. 

81/2" x 11" - xerox -14 pages 
What ya got here is a dam impressive zine with mucho 
shuationist leanings which manages to lay down a coiple 
of good articles on the media spectacle and collectivization 
and complements 'em with some semi-decent collages. 
Nothing incredible, but a good first issue considering it’s all 
done by one person. (Criterion T.) 

470 W. 23rd St., apt. #2A/NYC, NY 10011 
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/ NAA.G. Notes #1 /$1 ppd. 

7" x 8 1/2" - xerox - 28 pages 
Those wacky Naughty Anti-Authoritarian Girls are at it 
again. Smashing patriarchy with hella groovey collage-art 
layouts, pissed prose, short pieces on post-partum depres¬ 
sion and unarresting, this zine shows a lot of potential. My 
only criticism is that despite the urgency and relevence d 
the contents, some of the writing gets dogmatic. An A-1 
effort, nonetheless and I would recommend sending an 
extra buck and asking for their past releases which are just 
as cool. Kick it to 'em, grrrris! (Criterion T.) 

P.O.Box 2699 / Portland, OR 98507 

Naked City #9 / 25 cents 
5 1/2 x 8 1/2-xerox-16 pgs. 

This is a skater zine with a real homemade feeling to it, 
which beats the hell out of glossy mags like thrasher. Its got 
stuff on how to fuck up rednecks pickups and other fun stuff 
+ a little skate coverage too. Pretty cool! (Glitter) 

4632 Amesbury #142 / Dallas, TX 75206 

No Sanctuary# 1/ $2 ppd. world 
How to be 100% DIY and do gigs, zines, records, etc. 
without contributing to multinationals. Includes a really 
handy chart of what multinationals own which record 
labels. (Update by putting Warner, Combat, Earache, 
Relativity under Sony) (Feix) 



51/2 x 81/2 - copied - 28 pages 
Yes, he really does spell the zine that way. Well, our good 
friend Matt decided that he’s not an anarchist anymore but 
he’s still a pissed off youth who hates high school, friends 
who fuck him over, and just about the rest of suburban 
society. The zine consists of complete chaos layouts that 
Absolutely Zippo just wishes they could imitate combined 
with lots of little tidbits about animal testing, fascists, 
atheism, and other shit, some of it original (much of it 
handwritten), some of it ripped off of other stuff. I don’t know 
why but I really dig this little piece of disorder. If this dude 
ever decides to start reading anarchist stuff he could be 
dangerous, (joel) 

PO Box 4295 / Highlands Ranch, CO 80125 

Ou6//ette/$5ppd. 

81/2" x 11"-offset-44 pages 
Put out locally by Karen Platt (see interview elsewhere in 
here,) this comix zine comes highly recommended. There’s 
nine different artists featured here (including Marc Fischer 
and Came) and every single piece was visually and brainily 
stimulating. Get it or forever tease your eyes with the 
knowledge that they haven’t seen it! (Criterion T.) 

Dolo Blue Graphics / P.O.Box 80023 / Minneapolis, MN 
55408-8023 

Punchline #12 / $1.75 post-paid 


fucker. (Criterion T.) 

P.O.Box 190176 / San Francisco, CA 94119 (-0176) 

Slug & Lettuce #23 / SAS.E. 

Tabloid - 4 pages 

Primarily centered around Christine’s live band photogra¬ 
phy (mostly from ABC-No-Rio in NYC) and classified ads 
where you can find everything from banned books to punk 
pals in the Philfipines. Also some reviews and environmen¬ 
tal info. The layout’s really dean and organized but the 
type’s getting smaller ‘n’ smaller! (Troll) 

P.O. Box 2067/ Peter Stuy. Stn. / New York, NY 10009 

Snaff# 11/?? 

5 1/2" x 11"-copied-24 pages 
Interviews with GUTTERSNIPES, SPINNERS, KLAW 
(and more) plus some smal ariticles and even a little 
science-fiction. Short and sweet. (Troll) 

Roddy and Tish / 27 Brindley Close / Trafford Road / 
Ecdes, Manchester / M30 0HZ/ England 

Social Blunder# 5 

This issue is old, I’m sure #6 is out by now. This is a good 
overview of the scene in South Africa. A lot of information 
on the causes of world hunger. Interview with Powemoize 
records, vegetarianism, Australian and Yugoslavian scene 
reports, anarchy, reviews and more. (Felix) 

Soulless Structures #5 / $1 
7 x 81/2 - copied - 48 pages 
We got this one in just a day before the deadline so I haven’t 
been able to read it all, but I wanted to review it this issue 
cos Michael is such a cool fellow and his zine slays small 
furry green fascist demons. Michael is a soft-spoken 
person with lots of thoughtful things to say, and he does it 
in a friendly, open manner. Still, he doesn’t let anyone off 
the hook who needs to be impaled on one, and David Duke, 
homophobes, and cigarettes al get their due. He also 
gives thought to pornography, technology and our/his 
reliance on it and other stuff. An interview with Marc Fisher 
of Primary Concern, reviews, letters, recipes, and other 
tidbits round out this fine, fine effort. Come back and visit 
us again soon, Michael, (joel) 

550 Pinewood Dr. / Pendleton, SC 29670 

Speed KMs#) /$2 
81/2 x 11 - newsprint - 40 pgs. 

This ones got an interview w/ Seaweed and Gas Huffer + 
reviews. Also has a feature on ‘Drag Racing Style.' The 
zine seems to focus on cars, especially hot rods. At least 
they don’t seem to be rednecks writing about and driving 
these hot rods. Pretty interesting.(glitter) 

PO Box 14561 / Chicago, IL 60614 

The State Adversary #19 / no price listed 
81/2" x 11"-offset-12 pages 
At first glance this anarcho mag looked really intriguing - 
you know, nice layout, different ink colors and all that. 
Unfortunately, there isn’t much to it beyond the dogmatism 
and record reviews. Blah... nothing really interested me 
here, sorry. (Criterion T.) 

P.O.Box 78-104 / Grey Lynn / Aotaera / Greece 

Strange Looking Exile #3/$2 
7" x 81/2" - xerox - 24 pages 
A fantastic local “queer comic zeen that wants to make love 
to you!" Great stuff from wimmin, boyz and many different 
artists, all in a similar drawing style. Not that sexually 


readers survey response section, “ask annie" and more. It 
even looks like Aaron helped with a few layouts here and 
there. I wonder... Some handwriting looks familiar. (A-ron) 
P.O. Box 7219 / Santa Cruz, CA 95061 

Waffle Butt#) 

For their first issue these people did a really great job. I 
found this zine very interesting-it’s one of the very few zines 
that I read through the whole zine and didn’t get bored. The 
stories were great and I like the info they had on free church 
food and by the way does putting water down the change 
slot cf a pop machine really work?(Nicole) 

PO Box 19416 / Seattle, WA 98109 

Wind Chin Factor Monthly / free - ($1 postage?) 

8 1/2 x 11 - copied - 48 pages 
The only other anarchist paper in the Midwest that’s free 
locally, between WCF and PE we plan on taking over the 
area from the Mississippi to the Ohio River by, oh say 1993. 
Fucking excellent anarchist zine; everyone in the PE 
collective reads this from cover to cover as soon as we get 
a stack. News, analysis, lots of cool graphics and reprinted 
stuff, all with a fresh and feisty revolutionary anarchist bent. 
The layout and print job kinda remind sme of Hippycore but 
this is way more fun to read cos it scares more yuppies and 
hapless wealthy CEO’s per page. One of my favorite 
anarchist papers going, you have to check this one out. 
When summer arrives the PE collective is going to invite 
the Baklava folks (the collective that does WCF) to Minne¬ 
apolis for an “anarchist-zine-collective’s-eating-drinking- 
and-being-merry” conference, where we’ll hold many inter¬ 
esting workshops on street hockey, vegan chili spicing, and 
the TroH-drink-drunk-spin-and-reel dance move, so WCF 
folks beware! (joel) 

PO Box 81961 / Chicago, IL 60681 

Ye Olde Stinkhammer Press #1/$1 
5 1/2" x 81/2" - xerox - 28 pages 
A varied compilation of different artists represented here. 
From scrawiish comic stuff to a killer comic that takes you 
on trp through the hell of one punk’s bad day. It’s great to 
see local comix stuff like this hit the streets. By Jason from 
around the tiood. 

(A-ron) 

2524 Dupont Ave. S. Apt. 2. / Minneapolis, MN 55405. 

Your Flesh #24 / $5 ppd. 

8 1/2" x 11" - newsprint -130 pages 
Ah, yes... another overpriced copy of Your Flesh. Actually, 
there aren’t too many zines I’d actually blow four clams on 
(although it’s pretty easy to steal it from Northern Lights, 
too) and this is one of them. A tad bit too much journalistic 
spiel in the over-extensive reviews section, but the wide 
range of people interviewed (Brenda Tatlebaum and Hakim 
Bey were the best) actually presented me with some new 
ideas and made me think! - hard to imagine, eh?! Me, 
thinking?! Damn, I think I’ll stop here and go contemplate 
that one... (Criterion T.) 

P.O.Box 583264 / Minneapolis, MN 55458-3264 

Xexoxial Endarchy catalog / $1 ppd. 

5 1/2" x 81/2" - xerox - 24 pages 
This isn't really a zine, but a catalog put by people from the 
Church of Anarchy who are probably best known for the 
situationist-styled Smile (same house, different people.) 
Anyway, this is a catalog of mailart pieces, experimental 
music cassettes, plagiarized books and much more mighty 
fuckin’ weird shit. It’s not too ofton that a catalog presents 


ed. by Jack Kahn, Lea Anne Fisher, and Steve Schafer 
114 pages, $3ppd from Militant Monster Press / PO Box 195 / 
Mesa, AZ 85211 

This is a collection of short stories from underground authors, all 
with some sort of radical perspective. Being the latest project from 
my fine friend whom I miss very dearly, Jack Kahn, I was really 
looking forward to getting a copy of this and when I did I devoured 
it readily. Ten stories and some wonderful art comprise this 
anthology. Every story is worth reading and some (like “Running 
Before the Night; “Fist of God; "Step Back," and “Radio Free 
Lebanon") are excellent The book’s subtitle “an anthology of 
radical fiction’ makes you think about what is “radical" in each 
story and although it’s not always obvious, the radical element is 
there in every tale. What’s so great about it is that each story is 
radical in its own way—ten stories, ten different themes. If radical 
political stuff doesn’t interest you because it’s too dry or stuffy or 
difficult to read then I strongly recommend this collection, as all the 
stories are more than just plain good reading; they make you think 
and draw your own conclusions. For those of you who like radical 
political stuff, this collection is valuable in that not only will it give 
you a healthy break from all those dense Kropotkin tomes, it will 
also help you place your radical perspective within the Teal life" 
situations in these stories, especially ones like “Bum." In any 
case, I strongly recommend this book to anyone, and I hope to see 
more of this kind of work within the punk rock counterculture, (joel) 

Take Back Your Life by Alicia non Grata 

16 pages, $1ppd from Profance Existence / PO box 8722 / 

Minneapolis, MN 55405 

This isn't technically a book but nor is it a zine, so I’ll review it here. 
What Take Back Your Life is is a collection of five articles written 
by Alicia non Grata in past issues of Profance Existence and 
reprinted here. The theme of the booklet is women taking back 
their lives, their health, and the knowledge of their own bodies that 
has been stripped from them by patriarchal religions, the state, and 
the modem medical establishment. Reprinted from the original 
text (with only minor editing changes), topics include the history of 
women’s self-healing and women-healers (witches, midwives, 
wise-wimmin, etc.), healing common vaginal and bladder infec¬ 
tions naturally, menstruation as an affirmation of women’s power 
instead of a liability, natural methods of birth control, and 
“Everybody's Guide to Understanding AIDS." All of the articles are 
extremely well-written and researched; there is a wealth of knowl¬ 
edge here. Women need to read this to help them understand their 
bodies, how they’ve been controlled by patriarchal medicine and 
religious indoctrination, and how they can reclaim power over their 
physical (and psychic) selves. Men need to read this because it 
teaches us a lot we dont (and should) know about women’s bodies 
and because it will give us a better understanding of women’s 
needs as we struggle to completely smash sexism off the face of 
this white-male-capitalist-infested planet, (joel) 









handy chart of what multinationals own which record 
labels. (Update by putting Warner, Combat, Earache, 
Relativity under Sony) (FeSx) 

Resistance Productions/ P.O.Box 426/ 8026 ZOridV Swit- 

^ Qbncxios #41 

5 1/2 x 81/2 - copied - 28 pages 
Yes, he really does spell the zine that way. Well, our good 
friend Matt decided that he’s not an anarchist anymore but 
he’s still a pissed off youth who hates high school, friends 
who fuck him over, and just about the rest of subuiban 
society. The zine consists of complete chaos layouts that 
Absolutely Zippo just wishes they could imitate combined 
with lots of little tidbits about animal testing, fascists, 
atheism, and other shit, some of it original (much of it 
handwritten), some of it ripped off of other stuff. I don’t know 
why but I really dig this little piece of disorder. If this dude 
ever decides to start reading anarchist stuff he could be 
dangerous, (joel) 

PO Box 4295 / Highlands Ranch, CO 80125 

Oubliette / $5 ppd. 

8 1/2" x 11" - offset - 44 pages 
Put out locally by Karen Platt (see interview elsewhere in 
here,) this comix zine comes highly recommended. There’s 
nine different artists featured here (including Marc Fischer 
and Came) and every single piece was visually and brainily 
stimulating. Get it or forever tease your eyes with the 
knowledge that they haven’t seen it! (Criterion T.) 

Dob Blue Graphics / P.O.Box 80023 / Minneapolis, MN 
55408-8023 

Punchline #12 / $1.75 post-paid 
81/2" x 11" - offset - 32 pages 
Sadly enough this is the last issue of Punchline — John 
Yates’ graphic vandetta against Western society. Quite a 
good issue to end on with the theme “Age of Discover-Up" 
which critiques how blind society is to the truth, particulary 
how we are taught the history of the United States and how 
our beloved country is built on lies. Right on John... I’ll buy 
the *best of" book when it comes out... (Troll) 

Punchfine / P.O. Box 460683 / San Francisco, CA 94146 

0.7*. #3/ $2 ppd. 

5 1/2" x 8 1/2" - xerox -48 pages 
O. T. stands for Queer Terrorist which pretty much sets the 
agenda for this hunka zineage. Editor Kiwi writes about his 
queer travels in Europe and Thailand in this issue which 
makes for entertaining reading due to his flamboyant 
homopunk edge. There’s also plenty of pictures of revolu¬ 
tionary grafitti from his travels, pages of anti-cop sentiment 
and a cod tossed-together layout that actually adds to 
everything for a change. (Criterion T.) 

C.P. 423 / Succursale C Montreal, Quebec H2L 4K3 

Radical Pizza Vol.3, #1 / $2 ppd. 

81/2" x 11" - xerox - 24 pages 

Radical Pizza is an anarchist mag which does a good job 


person with tots d thoughtful things to say, and he does it 
in a friendly, open manner. Still, he doesn’t let anyone off 
the hook who needs to be impaled on one, and David Duke, 
homophobes, and cigarettes al get their due. He also 
gives thought to pornography, technology and our/his 
reliance on it and other stuff. An interview with Marc Fisher 
d Primary Concern, reviews, fetters, recipes, and other 
tidbits round out this fine, fine effort. Come back and visit 
us again soon, Michael, (joel) 

550 Pinewood Dr. / Pendleton, SC 29670 

Speed Kills#!/$2 
81/2x11- newsprint - 40pgs. 

This ones got an interview w/ Seaweed and Gas Huffer + 
reviews. Also has a feature on ‘Drag Racing Style.’ The 
zine seems to focus on cars, especially hot rods. At least 
they don’t seem to be rednecks writing about and driving 
these hot rods. Pretty interesting.(glitter) 

PO Box 14561 / Chicago, IL 60614 

The State Adversary #19 / no price listed 
81/2" x 11"-offset-12 pages 
At first glance this anarcho mag looked really intriguing - 
you know, nice layout, different ink colors and all that. 
Unfortunately, there isn’t much to it beyond the dogmatism 
and record reviews. Blah... nothing really interested me 
here, sorry. (Criterion T.) 

P.O.Box 78-104 / Grey Lynn / Aotaera / Greece 

Strange Looking Exile #3/$2 
7" x 81/2" - xerox - 24 pages 
A fantastic local “queer comb zeen that wants to make love 
to youF Great stuff from wimmin, boyz and many different 
artists, all in a similar drawing style. Not that sexually 
graphic or intensely political, which makes for a smooth 
read while still getting the queer perspective out on the 
streets. Essentially entertaining. 

(A-ron) 

P.O. Box 300061 / Minneapolis, MN 55403. 

Subversion / free 

This is the journal of a group of libertarian communists" 
from Northern England. Contains an article on the putsch 
in Russia, diabetes “profits before health", a critique of the 
ALF, marxism and anarchism and more. I’m highly skep¬ 
tical but youll have to read it for yourself. (Felix) 

Dept 10/1 Newton St7 Manchester/ Ml 1HW England 

Teen Punx in Heat #5 / $3 ppd. (comes with SCREECH¬ 
ING WEASLE 7") 

7" x 7" - newsprint - 24 pages 
This is Ben Weasle’s last issue and it’s not too bad. The 
zine is primarily composed of punk sex stories - some are 
cool (like Mykle Board’s) and others are just irrelevant... but 
I guess sex can be that way sometimes! John Hill's cover 
drawing is worth the prioe alone. This along with the 
accompanying SCREECHING WEASLE 7", is just plain 
teensexmagic! (Criterion T.) 

P.O.Box 62 / Prospect Heights, IL 60070 


PO Box 81961 / Chicago, IL 60681 

Ye Olde Stinkhammer Press #1/$1 
5 1/2" x 81/2" - xerox - 28 pages 
A varied compilation of different artists represented here. 
From scrawlish comic stuff to a killer comic that takes you 
on trp through the hell of one punk’s bad day. It’s great to 
see local comix stuff like this hit the streets. By Jason from 
around the hood. 

(A-ron) 

2524 Dupont Ave. S. Apt. 2. / Minneapolis, MN 55405. 

Your Flesh #24 / $5 ppd. 

8 1/2" x 11" - newsprint -130 pages 
Ah, yes... another overpriced copy of Your Flesh. Actually, 
there aren’t too many zines I’d actually blow four clams on 
(although it’s pretty easy to steal it from Northern Lights, 
too) and this is one of them. A tad bit too much journalistic 
spiel in the over-extensive reviews section, but the wide 
range of people interviewed (Brenda Tatlebaum and Hakim 
Bey were the best) actually presented me with some new 
ideas and made me think! - hard to imagine, eh?! Me, 
thinking?! Damn, I think I’ll stop here and go contemplate 
that one... (Criterion T.) 

P.O.Box 583264 / Minneapolis, MN 55458-3264 

Xexoxial Endarchy catalog / $1 ppd. 

5 1/2" x 81/2" - xerox - 24 pages 
This isn’t really a zine, but a catalog put by people from the 
Church of Anarchy who are probably best known for the 
srtuationist-styled Smile (same house, different people.) 
Anyway, this is a catalog of mailart pieces, experimental 
music cassettes, plagiarized books and much more mighty 
fuckin’ weird shit. It’s not too often that a catalog presents 
some new ideas by just describing its products and this is 
one of those times, bucko! Probably the best way to 
introduce yourself to the network of underground experi¬ 
mental mail- art network is by picking this little puppy up. If 
you’re ever in Madsion, stop by their house any time and 
check out their Museum of Temporary Art. (Criterion T.) 
1341 Williamson St. / Madison, Wl 53730 


A BRIEF GUIDE TO 
NORTH AMERICAN 
DISCUSSION BULLETINS 


I found 4 discussion-type bulletins in my review box so I said 1 What 
the hell maybe I WILL review them.' I don't know if these are an 
available to the general public but you can always ask... By Tron 

AYF Internal Dicussion Bunetin #1 
The fattest one of the stack and probably the punkest with a sub¬ 
title like The Politics Behind the Drunken Stupor". Since this is 
their first attempt at a discussion bulletin in the three years of the 
AY.F.’s existence it’s no wonder it’s so crammed full of stuff like 
reports on past AYF gatherings and plans for future ones. If you’re 
young and hate authority... Get this from your local AYF affiliate. 
If you don’t know one close by write to NY-AYF / P.O. Box 365 
Canal St. Station / New York, NY 10013-0265 


has been stripped from them by patriarchal religions, the state, and 
the modem medical establishment. Reprinted from the original 
text (with only minor editing changes), topics include the history of 
women’s self-healing and women-healers (witches, midwives, 
wise-wimmin, etc.), healing common vaginal and bladder infec¬ 
tions naturally, menstruation as an affirmation of women's power 
instead of a liability, natural methods of birth control, and 
“Everybody’s Guide to Understanding AIDS." All of the articles are 
extremely well-written and researched; there is a wealth of knowl¬ 
edge here. Women need to read this to help them understand their 
bodies, how they’ve been controlled by patriarchal medicine and 
religious indoctrination, and how they can reclaim power over their 
physical (and psychic) selves. Men need to read this because it 
teaches us a lot we don’t (and should) know about women’s bodies 
and because it will give us a better understanding of women’s 
needs as we struggle to completely smash sexism off the face of 
this white-male-capitalistHnfested planet, (joel) 



2 SONGS 7" 

Absolutley excellent, crusty and 
heavy grinding slow-mo...core!!! } 
20Kr(Swe)/$4(Eur)/$5(R.o.w) ppd air 

JM a -CJVIUSATIONENS BAKGARD- 


4 SONGS 7" Benefit comp.7" for DBF(ALF, 

Highspeed h.c. mixed with ext- Sweden). Comes with booklet 

reme softness.grind and infosheet. One song each 

meets Sven-lngvars!!! by The Sun, Svart Sno, Oom 

20Kr(SWE)/$4(Eur)/$5(R.o.w) ppd air Dar > G ' anx and No Security * 
G-anx/T-Shirt white, yellow or 25Kr(SWE)/$5(Eur)/$6(R.o.w) ppd air 
pink. L, XL 60Kr(SWE)/$11(Eur)/ 

$12(R.o.w) ppd B,Economiqe DISTRO S GET IN TOUCH!!!! 

Order all 3 7"s for $12 air,$11 B.Eco (Eur)/$14 air,$12 B,Eco (R.o.w) 
CASH ONLY!!! INOM SVERIGE P.G: 626 78 52 - 9 (S.Hakeskog) 

ELDERBERRY RECORDS 
C/OS. HAKESKOG, POLSTJARNEV. 2, 554 64 JONKOPING, SWEDEN 
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Kitchen tested AYF Recipe 

Each month Love and Rage features 
news, analysis, theory, interviews, 
reviews and Anarchist Youth 
Federation news, On Oogol 
Boulevard-International news and 
networking information, and 
Anarchist Black Cross- prisoner 
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Each month Love and Rage features 
news, analysis, theory, interviews, 
reviews and Anarchist Youth 
Federation news, On Gogol 
Boulevard-International news and 
networking information, and 
Anarchist Black Cross- prisoner 
support network. 

Get your Love and Rage for a buck 
from PO Box 3, Prince St. Station, 
NYC 10012. Or send us $13 for a sub. 
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Get your Love and Rage for a buck 
from PO Box 3, Prince St. Station, 
NYC 10012. Or send us $13 for a sub. 
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FIRST WOMAN WAR RESISTOR 

SPITS ON SAM 


Stephanie Atkinson, the first female war resistorto the 
Persian Gulf War was interviewed by A-ron. She 
discussed the dismay with military life and how her 
decision to shuck the "call of duty", put her anti¬ 
authority ideals into action against coercion. 

PE: When did you make the decision not to go with 
your troop division when they were activated into the 
Persian Gulf? 

SA: I wanted to be out of the military for a long time so 
it was a culmination of events. I thought I was already 
out, but I wasn’t I enlisted on an 8 year enlistment 
agreement, 6 years active-reserve, where I partici¬ 
pated with a unit and two years in-active where your 
name is basically on a list and you don't participate. I 
just finished my 6 years and was supposed to be 
inactive on September 24th of 1990. And on August 
22nd, Bush signed this thing called a "Stop-Loss 
Order which basically gave the Secretary of Defense 
the power to retain all the people in the military—like 
nobody can retire, nobody is supposed to get out for 
anything really, and 1 got caught in that So I was 
Involuntary extended." They called me October 10th 
and said our group was on alert and not to go farther 
than 12 hours away without letting them know. The 
following evening, Celebrity Skin was at my house, I 
got called and was activated. The first couple of days 
I made plans like I was going to go, even though I was 
really in conflict about it. I made a will and other plans 
as if I was going to kick the bucket That was very 
spooky, by the way. Then aftera while, I was just like, 
this is ridiculous, I know I can’t do this. I read this article 
about a couple of guys who had been resisting, and 
it really impressed me and made me realize I was in 
the same situation and that I wasn't going to go, even 
if that meant going to jail. I was somewhat ready for it 
PE: So reading that specific article helped you to 
make that decision? 

SA: My decision came about from a lot of things. I saw 
a lot of bad things in the military, just some really 
stupid, fucked-up stuff. 

PE: Like what? 

SA: Just the harassment and adjusting to the military 
lifestyle was really difficult Its really sexist, racist and 
homophobic—nothing as far as alternative lifestyles. 
Its just an oppressive atmosphere. People get killed 
in training accidents and people get hurt and have to 
do stupid things. So I was pretty discontent with that 
Then I started going to school here [at Southern Illinois 
University-Carbondalej, and got into the whole punk- 
rock thing. That was really difficult tor me to be in 
school, punk-rock and the Army at the same time. 
PE: A great big mental conflict? 


Anything, they can change anything about you, at 
anytime they want with no binding of anything to you. 
That's how I was involuntarily extended. Also, people 
don’t realize it, but when join up your body becomes 
government property. If you get a sunburn, you can 
get an Article 15, which is non-judicial punishment, 
like a fine. If s like people that try to kill themselves in 
the military, they freak out, not only do they get 
charges surrounding suicide, butthings like attempted 
destruction of government property, and all sorts of 
wacky shit like that. 

PE: Once you made the decision to resist, how did it 
change your life from there on, forcing you to act upon 
your ideals? 

SA: I became a public figure, got arrested, went to jail 
and got 2 or 3 death threats. When I got out, I was 
discharged early on, like November 10th (1990). I was 
very lucky. But when I came home, I was like,“well it’s 
still not over because there’s still going to be war, there 
are these other people who are doing this." It turned 
out there were 2,500 people who resisted, or more. I 
felt like I couldn’t leave it alone. It was a very transform¬ 
ing experience. I started doing a lot of publicity and 
traveling. I was in D.C. and I met the guy who worked 
at the American Friends Service, which was a peace 
and justice organization. He offered me an internship 
so I said yes. It was a good idea to get out of town 
because people were still really hostile here [in South¬ 
ern III]. So with much trepitude I decided to take the 
job. I went to Philadelphia and didn’t have any place 
to live. It was $5 an hour, totally not enough to survive 
in the city, but I felt it was what I wanted to do. It was 
really great, and the most educational year of my life. 
A lot of things changed as a result of my decision, but 
I don’t regret making the decision. I’d do it a million 
times over.Change is inevitable. I did nothing note¬ 
worthy until that time. I was just waiting for something 
to happen. 

PE: It just crept up and smacked you in the face? 
SA: Yea it did. So it taught me a lesson, that I had to 
get up and take charge of my life and start making 
decisions, but it’s a great opportunity. I’ve met some 
fascinating people and traveled all over. 

PE: What exactly did you do at that job? 

SA: I was trained as a military counselor. So when 
people called and said, "Hey this is my situation, I want 
to get out of the military, what do I do?", I’d advise 
them. I also cfid a lot of public speaking where I’d go 
to High Schools and talk to people about thinking 
before you sign up. I organized fund raisers and did a 
lot of research on people in the military: Hispanics and 
African-Americans and why they get shafted more 

often than white folks 


25 fugitives that are political prisoners in the United 
States that our country doesn’t recognize. 

PE: So what do you know of what’s going on in the 
Persian Gulf now (as of January 92)? 

SA: Between Iran and Iraq, in the north Kurdish area, 
they’re having a big problem now with unexploded 
ordinates—mines. A lot of the problems are similar to 
the incidents that happened in Cambodia, after the 
war with Vietnam. There are two or three explosions 
a week. 400 or so people have been killed already 
[from this]. AH the service people were inoculated 
before they left for the war. Only one guy refused it, but 
it was experimental drugs for a nerve agent and 
everybody had to take it The FDA regulations were 
waived because they were military members. Now 
they’re coming back, and the wives of a lot of guys are 
having miscarriages and stuff like that So they were 
pretty much used as guinea pigs for a drug. 

PE: What about sexism in the military? 

SA: It’s horrible. The rape rate in the military is twice 
as high as in civilian life. 

PE: Were you sexually harassed? 

SA: Yea, I was. In basic training, this one drill Seargent 
was like, "I don’t believe any of you bitches should be 
here, but now that you are, you’re gonna be men!" It 
was just weird. The whole thing with prostitution and 
pornography is so accepted. The guys on the air craft 
carriers watched porno’s before they bombed Iraq. 
Just things like that are so intertwined, it’s really gross. 
Hopefully, I’ll be writing my doctoral thesis on rape and 
pornography in the military. 

PE: Do you see a direct connection? 

SA: Yea, I do—pornography, I don’t mean erotic stuff. 
But the whole thing about subordination and domina¬ 
tion is having the power over the other*, whether it be 
women, children, a dog, or a person of another color. 
Just that projecting on to 'the other* by sex and 
violence is linked. Some of my friends in the Marine 
Corps told me the songs they had to sing, and they 
refused to sing them anymore. Stuff like, “Rape the 
town and kill the people" and stuff about napaiming 
kids, and how to do a woman a hundred ways. You 
get 100, 17-year-old guys, mostly a bunch of white 
farm kids and they're heads are shaved, they’re all 
dressed alike and this huge bulldog of a person is 
screaming at them and calling them shits, pukes and 
maggots. They get freaked out, pissed off and brain¬ 
washed. I would have rather joined the moonies or 
something. It’s total brainwashing. 

PE: Even with serving six years, your feel your other 
influences battled out the brainwashing? 

SA: I was probably brainwashed for a while when I 

was in hack: train inn hut I don't think I was nuor math/ 



PE: What do you want to work with in the future? 


SA: Education. I want to get a doctorate and develop 
a good educational program. A multi-media approach 
to militarism and society. Having a class where we 
study literature that relates to war and listening to 
music. I could teach people how to do Freedom of 
Information requests andother things. People need to 
be encouraged to be pro-active in (or againstf-A) their 
government, rather than just waiting for things to 
happen to them. Otherwise, they’re just going to be 
used and defeated and things are just going to be 
shitty. 

PE: Do you see yourself doing this, even outside of 
the classroom setting? 

SA: Yea, one way or another. 

PE: Why do you think you got off, and not others? 
SA: I think I got off for a lot of reasons. One was that 
I was woman. I was white, college-educated, semi- 
articulate, well-publidzed and the military thought it 
was an isolated incident. There were only two or three 
guys before me who had done that The government 
really didn’t have a scope of what was going to 
happen. Plus, it was well before the war began so 
that’s how I was really lucky. But there are women now 
who have received three years, so I think it was timing 
and other stuff. I feel especially empowered now 
because a woman can stand up in the face of 
authority. That took a lot for me. Even when I was 
heavy into punk rock and my hair was shaved and 
about 40 different shades, I didn’t make any row and 
was still polite to my grandparents and I still had a job. 
This is really the first time I stood up for myself and 
really had a voice about something. It was frightening 
and at the same time itwas empowering and now I got 
self-confidence and self-respect. 

PE: Whereas, a lot of people were trying to make you 
feel like shit for making that decision? 

SA: Yea, but I think if people could have an experi¬ 
ence like this at least once in their life where one day 
you wake up in the morning and all the sudden you 
have this overwhelming value dash where you have 






22nd, Bush signed this thing called a "Stop-Loss 
Order" which basically gave the Secretary of Defense 
the power to retain all the people in the military—like 
nobody can retire, nobody is supposed to get out for 
anything really, and I got caught in that So I was 
Involuntary extended." They called me October 10th 
and said our group was on alert and not to go farther 
than 12 hours away without letting them know. The 
following evening, Celebrity Skin was at my house, I 
got called and was activated. The first couple of days 
I made plans like I was going to go, even though I was 
really in conflict about it. I made a will and other plans 
as if I was going to kick the bucket That was very 
spooky, by the way. Then after a while, I was just like, 
this is ridiculous, I know I can’t do this. I read this article 
about a couple of guys who had been resisting, and 
it really impressed me and made me realize I was in 
the same situation and that I wasn’t going to go, even 
if that meant going to jail. I was somewhat ready for it 
PE: So reading that specific article helped you to 
make that decision? 

SA: My decision came about from a tot of things. I saw 
a lot of bad things in the military, just some really 
stupid, fucked-up stuff. 

PE: Like what? 

SA: Just the harassment and adjusting to the military 
lifestyle was really difficult It's really sexist, racist and 
homophobic—nothing as far as alternative lifestyles. 
Its just an oppressive atmosphere. People get killed 
in training accidents and people get hurt and have to 
do stupid things. So I was pretty discontent with that 
Then I started going to school here [at Southern Illinois 
University-Carbondale], and got into the whole punk- 
rock thing. That was really difficult for me to be in 
school, punk-rock and the Army at the same time. 
PE: A great big mental conflict? 

SA: Yea! All the studying, reading and really challeng¬ 
ing stuff got my brain working. Doing different things 
really woke me up, but I was stuck. It was a culmina¬ 
tion of events, like going to protests and hanging with 
influential people. 

PE: So it was a progressive mental influence that 
took over after you had signed that contract? 

SA: Right I had signed up when I was 17,1 had just 
started my Senior year. 

PE: People against your decision complained that 
you should never have signed up in the first place. But 
there is always a lot of pressure on High School 
seniors to join up as the local recruiter bombards you 
with a million phone calls. When you initially made the 
decision to join, had you been pressured into it or did 
you think it was the only option at the time? 

SA: The military spends $2.3 billion a year on adver¬ 
tising atone. High School students are the target 
audience because they often don’t have a lot of street 
experience, and usually are in dire financial straights, 
and aren’t sure what they want to do after High 
School. They aren’t too sure of themselves and 
haven’t tested themselves out. If you’re 17, you’re not 
even registered to vote. I had no political sensibilities 
when I was growing up, partly because my folks were 
politically backward. I didnl have somebody as a role 
model as to what war was. I didn't have any dads or 
uncles from that generation who were in Vietnam. I 
really had no idea what the military was about. I 


very lucky. But when I came home, I was like,"well it’s 
still not over because there’s still going to be war, there 
are these other people who are doing this." It turned 
out there were 2,500 people who resisted, or more. I 
felt like I couldn’t leave it atone. Itwas a very transform¬ 
ing experience. I started doing a tot of publicity and 
traveling. I was in D.C. and I met the guy who worked 
at the American Friends Service, which was a peace 
and justice organization. He offered me an internship 
so I said yes. It was a good idea to get out of town 
because people were still really hostile here [in South¬ 
ern III]. So with much trepitude I decided to take the 
job. I went to Philadelphia and didn't have any place 
to live. Itwas $5 an hour, totally not enough to survive 
in the city, but I felt it was what I wanted to do. It was 
really great and the most educational year of my life. 
A lot of things changed as a result of my decision, but 
I don’t regret making the decision. I’d do it a million 
times over.Change is inevitable. I did nothing note¬ 
worthy until that time. I was just waiting for something 
to happen. 

PE: It just crept up and smacked you in the face? 
SA: Yea it did. So it taught me a lesson, that I had to 
get up and take charge of my life and start making 
decisions, but it’s a great opportunity. I’ve met some 
fascinating people and traveled all over. 

PE: What exactly did you do at that job? 

SA: I was trained as a military counselor. So when 
people called and said, "Hey this is my situation, I want 
to get out of the military, what do I do?", I’d advise 
them. I also dd a lot of public speaking where I’d go 
to High Schools and talk to people about thinking 
before you sign up. I organized fund raisers and did a 
tot of research on people in the military: Hispanics and 
African-Americans and why they get shafted more 
often than white folks. 

PE: Why? 

SA: There’s a tot of discrimination. There were some 
freaky incidents that happened during the Gulf War. 
There were people who tried to be conscientious 
objectors and submit their applications. Their com¬ 
manding officers would rip them up, or people would 
threaten to beat them up. Some guys were put in 
straight jackets and waist shackles and flown into the 
Gulf. Some people weren’t issued chemical protec¬ 
tive gear. 

PE: Did you hear any hear any honor stories that 
occurred during the war, or was your information just 
as cut off as everyone elses? 

SA: I talked to people who came back. I think there 
was an attempted mutiny by a company, that was 
primarily black, but I don’t know if it was just a rumor. 
A tot of people who resisted, especially Marines, got 
sent to Camp Lejeune in North Carolina They really 
got a lot of shit there. People beat them up and locked 
them in closets. 

PE: Just your basic harassment and torture? 

SA: Yea There are cfifferentlevelsof being there. Like 
most of them are in medium security, which is like a 
general prison population and they have tasks. If you 
mess up there, they send them to segregation and 
make them sit in a chair all day and they can! fall 
asleep. They have to sit at attention and put them on 
700 a day calorie diet. If they still won’t shape up, then 
they put them in what they call the “dog cage" which 


pretty much used as guinea pigs tor a drug. 

PE: What about sexism in the military? 

SA: irs horrible. The rape rate in the military is twice 
as high as in civilian life. 

PE: Were you sexually harassed? 

SA: Yea, I was. In basic training, thisone drill Seargent 
was like, “I don’t believe any of you bitches should be 
here, but now that you are, you’re gonna be men!" It 
was just weird. The whole thing with prostitution and 
pornography is so accepted. The guys on the air craft 
carriers watched porno's before they bombed Iraq. 
Just things like that are so intertwined, irs really gross. 
Hopefully, I’ll be writing my doctoral thesis on rape and 
pornography in the military. 

PE: Do you see a direct connection? 

SA: Yea, I do—pornography, I don’t mean erotic stuff. 
But the whole thing about subordination and domina¬ 
tion is having the power over The other*, whether it be 
women, children, a dog, or a person of another color. 
Just that projecting on to 'the other* by sex and 
violence is linked. Some of my friends in the Marine 
Corps told me the songs they had to sing, and they 
refused to sing them anymore. Stuff like, "Rape the 
town and kill the people" and stuff about napaiming 
kids, and how to do a woman a hundred ways. You 
get 100, 17-year-old guys, mostly a bunch of white 
farm kids and they're heads are shaved, they’re all 
dressed alike and this huge bulldog of a person is 
screaming at them and calling them shits, pukes and 
maggots. They get freaked out, pissed off and brain¬ 
washed. I would have rather joined the moonies or 
something, irs total brainwashing. 

PE: Even with serving six years, your feel your other 
influences battled out the brainwashing? 

SA: I was probably brainwashed for a while when I 
was in basic training, but I don’t think I was ever really 
gung-ho like that I thought itwas right for me to be in 
and that I could kill somebody, but I never called 
anybody a nigger, or a gook, or a raghead, or a fag. I 
thought that was fucked up. 

PE: So in your civilian life you had enough influence 
to keep your mind together? 

SA: Yea, then it just became a larger part of me. 

PE: Any advice for people who are dealing with this 
kind of stuff now? 

SA: Just finding out who they are. That’s how the 
military gets people. You don’t really know who you 
are yet You’re young and impressionable. You got to 
know your priorities and be strong and independent 
You wouldn’t get married at 17. It’s the same thing as 
getting in a bad marriage. Just try to discoverwhatyou 
believe about yourself. That’s so hard to encourage to 
do, because when you’re a teenager, you don’t get a 
tot of respect 

Just the way the educational system is. High Schools 
are like factories—mill them in and mill them out I 
think teenagers are a tot smarter than adults give them 
credit for, but at the same time they're not really 
encouraged to take adult responsibility while they’re 
capable of adult acts. It has to start with the educa¬ 
tional system and respecting people. That’s why I like 
to talk to High Schools. The first thing I say is, “I donl 
care what teacher's told you in class before you came 
here and to be respectful and not ask certain ques¬ 
tions. You can ask me anything you want and if you 


music, i couicj loacn people now io oo r-reeoom or 
Information requests and other things. People need to 
be encouraged to be pro-active in (or again stf~A) their 
government, rather than just waiting for things to 
happen to them. Otherwise, the/re just going to be 
used and defeated and things are just going to be 
shitty. 

PE: Do you see yourself doing this, even outside of 
the classroom setting? 

SA: Yea, one way or another. 

PE: Why do you think you got off, and not others? 
SA: I think I got off for a lot of reasons. One was that 
I was woman. I was white, college-educated, semi- 
articulate, well-publidzed and the military thought it 
was an isolated incident. There were only two or three 
guys before me who had done that The government 
really didnl have a scope of what was going to 
happen. Plus, it was well before the war began so 
that’s how I was really lucky. But there are women now 
who have received three years, so I think it was timing 
and other stuff. I feel especially empowered now 
because a woman can stand up in the face of 
authority. That took a lot for me. Even when I was 
heavy into punk rock and my hair was shaved and 
about 40 different shades, I didn’t make any row and 
was still polite to my grandparents and I still had a job. 
This is really the first time I stood up for myself and 
really had a voice about something. Itwas frightening 
and atthe same time itwas empowering and now I got 
self-confidence and self-respect. 

PE: Whereas, a lot of people were trying to make you 
feel like shit for making that decision? 

SA: Yea, but I think if people could have an experi¬ 
ence like this at least once in their life where one day 
you wake up in the morning and all the sudden you 
have this overwhelming value dash where you have 
to make a really big decision. And I mean, not just 
whether you're going to get up and go to work in the 
morning, but something where you realty have to ad 
I think that would be really good for people—if s a 
revealing experience. And now, I realize that even 
though it meant a lot of change and a lot of things are 
not as comfortable as they were, it's like I discovered 
the existential question: inaction versus action. You 
can either be inactive and just wait for things to 
happen, and that in itself is choice. Or you can stand 
up and take the reigns. You’re taking a risk and you're 
taking control of the situation and responsibility. That’s 
pretty empowering. Its like I was reading in this RE/ 
Search book about the guy from Psychic T.V., Gen¬ 
esis. He was like, 1 look at my magick and I’m like, 
what is this magick shit?", and he’s describing his 
magick as his resources he gathered to make things 
happen. I think everybody kind of has that, you just 
have to discover what your personal magick is, and 
what’s going to make you feel happy and good about 
yourself, and make you feel alive and independent. If 
you really want to find out whaf s going on and what 
you're capable of, you really need to challenge your¬ 
self. 

PE: Did you apply to be Consdentous Objector? 
SA: I applied but didnl submit my application be¬ 
cause I was arrested and discharged before I submit¬ 
ted it I was an other-than-honorable in lieu of a court 
martial. They discharged me for the convenience of 


SA: Yea! All the studying, reading and really challeng¬ 
ing stuff got my brain working. Doing different things 
really woke me up, but I was stuck. It was a culmina¬ 
tion of events, like going to protests and hanging with 
influential people. 

PE: So it was a progressive mental influence that 
took over after you had signed that contract? 

SA: Right, I had signed up when I was 17,1 had just 
started my Senior year. 

PE: People against your decision complained that 
you should never have signed up in the first place. But 
there is always a lot of pressure on High School 
seniors to join up as the local recruiter bombards you 
with a million phone calls. When you initially made the 
decision to join, had you been pressured into it, or did 
you think it was the only option at the time? 

SA: The military spends $2.3 billion a year on adver¬ 
tising alone. High School students are the target 
audience because they often don’t have a lot of street 
experience, and usually are in dire financial straights, 
and aren’t sure what they want to do after High 
School. They aren’t too sure of themselves and 
haven’t tested themselves out. If you’re 17, you’re not 
even registered to vote. I had no political sensibilities 
when I was growing up, partly because my folks were 
politically backward. I ddnt have somebody as a role 
model as to what war was. I didn’t have any dads or 
uncles from that generation who were in Vietnam. I 
really had no idea what the military was about. I 
wouldn’t have as much of a beef with the military if they 
were more honest in the way they advertised. The 
things that they promise young people, is like they 
totally sell you. It's very strange, its like I went in and 
I didnl have any idea of what I wanted 
to do after High School. They really 
want people they can manipulate. And 
if you’re notreally sureof yourself atthat 
age, its too easy to buy what they’re 
selling to you—and I bought it It seemed 
like a good idea at the time, and I didnl 
really have any other things to do. But 
people go in for all sorts of reasons. 

Most people just came out of a bad 
family, or their folks were divorced, or 
they needed some money for school. 

They obviously had joined and were 
willing to make a commitment, but its 
just so deceptive. Basically they just 
treat people like shit Its like you’re an 
indentured servant. In the enlistment 
agreement; which most people call a 
contract, but its not there’s a para¬ 
graph that says the military and the 
govemmentcan change anything about 
your pay status, your rank, where you 
live and what sort of job you perform. 


PE: Why? 

SA: There’s a lot of discrimination. There were some 
freaky incidents that happened during the Gulf War. 
There were people who tried to be conscientious 
objectors and submit their applications. Their com¬ 
manding officers would rip them up, or people would 
threaten to beat them up. Some guys were put in 
straight jackets and waist shackles and flown into the 
Gulf. Some people weren’t issued chemical protec¬ 
tive gear. 

PE: Did you hear any hear any horror stories that 
occurred during the war, or was your information just 
as cut off as everyone elses? 

SA: I talked to people who came back. I think there 
was an attempted mutiny by a company, that was 
primarily black, but I don’t know if it was just a rumor. 
A lot of people who resisted, especially Marines, got 
sent to Camp Lejeune in North Carolina They really 
got a lot of shit there. People beat them up and locked 
them in closets. 

PE: Just your basic harassment and torture? 

SA: Yea There are different levels of being there. Like 
most of them are in medium security, which is like a 
general prison population and they have tasks. If you 
mess up there, they send them to segregation and 
make them sit in a chair ail day and they can’t fall 
asleep. They have to sit at attention and put them on 
700 a day calorie diet. If they still won’t shape up, then 
they put them in what they call the “dog cage - which 
basically is like a big cage you would keep a St 
Bernard in. They get bread and water and have to sit 
there in their underwear. Most of those people have 
been adopted by Amnesty International. There’s like 


gung-ho like that I thought it was right for me to be in 
and that I could kill somebody, but I never called 
anybody a nigger, ora gook, ora raghead, or a fag. I 
thought that was fucked up. 

PE: So in your civilian life you had enough influence 
to keep your mind together? 

SA: Yea, then it just became a larger part of me. 
PE: Any advice for people who are dealing with this 
kind of stuff now? 

SA: Just finding out who they are. That’s how the 
military gets people. You don’t really know who you 
are yet You’re young and impressionable. You got to 
know your priorities and be strong and independent 
You wouldn’t get married at 17. It’s the same thing as 
getting in a bad marriage. Just try to discover whatyou 
believe aboutyourself. That’s so hard to encourage to 
do, because when you’re a teenager, you donl get a 
lot of respect 

Just the way the educational system is. High Schools 
are like factories—mill them in and mill them out I 
think teenagers are a tot smarter than adults give them 
credit for, but at the same time they’re not really 
encouraged to take adult responsibility while they’re 
capable of adult acts. It has to start with the educa¬ 
tional system and respecting people. That’s why I like 
to talk to High Schools. The first thing I say is, “I donl 
care what teacher’s told you in class before you came 
here and to be respectful and not ask certain ques¬ 
tions. You can ask me anything you want and if you 
think I'm full of shit, then please stand up and tell me 
so." When you tell them that, they’re just straight up 
and totally not afraid to ask you anything. That makes 
more sense than preaching at somebody, which I find 


to make a realty Dig decision. And I mean, not just 
whether you’re going to get up and go to work in the 
morning, but something where you really have to ad 
I think that would be really good for people—it’s a 
revealing experience. And now, I realize that even 
though it meant a tot of change and a tot of things are 
not as comfortable as they were, it’s like I discovered 
the existential question: inaction versus action. You 
can either be inactive and just wait for things to 
happen, and that in itself is choice. Or you can stand 
up and take the reigns. You’re taking a risk and you’re 
taking control of the situation and responsibility. That’s 
pretty empowering. It's like I was reading in this RE/ 
Search book about the guy from Psychic T. V., Gen¬ 
esis. He was like, 1 took at my magick and I’m like, 
what is this magick shit?", and he’s describing his 
magick as his resources he gathered to make things 
happen. I think everybody kind of has that, you just 
have to discover what your personal magick is, and 
what’s going to make you feel happy and good about 
yourself, and make you feel alive and independent. If 
you really want to find out whafs going on and what 
you’re capable of, you really need to challenge your¬ 
self. 

PE: Did you apply to be Consdentous Objector? 
SA: I applied but didnl submit my application be¬ 
cause I was arrested and discharged before I submit¬ 
ted it I was an other-than-honorable in lieu of a court 
martial. They discharged me for the convenience of 
the government I was too much trouble to depl with. 
They were planning to court martial me, but they didn’t 
follow through with it. 

PE: What would have happened if they had followed 
through with the court martial? 
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SA: Well, the military have their own 
court and legal system and they would 
have called witnesses against me. It 
would have been just like a court of law 
and they would have charged me with 
desertion and missing troop movement 
and tried to prove that and then sentme 
to military jail. But they decided they 
didn’t want to go through with it. 

PE: What was the worst they could 
have done? 

SA: Five years maximum on both 
charges. I would have been in a stock¬ 
ade in the army and probably would 
havetodoshitwork. If s super-rigorous, 
hyper-military lifestyle. 

For more information about civil dis¬ 
obedience in the military,oontat Steph 
at 223 Hillside Ave. Fayetteville, NC 
28301 (919)323-3912. She still works 
with helping people out of the military. 
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Anarchism could be said to have reached its high point 
as a mass movement in Spain. The long struggle of the 
oppressed classes in Spain culminated in the revolution and 
civil war of 1936-39. This greatest and most profound outburst 
of anarchist revolutionary energy was to be crushed by 
fascism and virtually ignored by the outside world until recent 
years. A wealth of material in English now exists on the 
anarchist movement in Spain. Since so many aspects of the 
anarchist idea were put into practice in Spain we will use this 
experience to examine many practical considerations which 
anarchists would be forced to consider in a future revolution¬ 
ary situation. 

Anarchism found fertile soil in Spain. Late nineteenth 
century Spain was an industrializing society with essentially 
medieval social structures. The ruling elite was composed of 
tfie gentry, church and increasingly the manufacturers. These 
groups lorded over masses of landless peasants, impover¬ 
ished workers, and small farmers. These lower classes were 
subject to the harshest repression at the slightest signs of 
revolt. Society was kept backwards and ignorant by a conser¬ 
vative church which dominated education and social life. 

Anarchism first came to Spain in 1868 with the tour of 
Italian anarchist Guiseppi Fanelli, a comrade of Bakunin who 
was trying to raise support for the newly formed International 
Workingmen's Association. Speaking to clubs of workers and 
intellectuals across Spain, often without the aid of an inter¬ 
preter, Fanelli appealed to the Spaniards with his impas¬ 
sioned speech and common sense. 

A Spanish chapter of the International was soon orga¬ 
nized and anarchist groups sprung up in the urban centers of 


would strike off a wave of strikes in numerous industries. 
Throughout its history the anarcho-syndicalist movement 
was to encounter great difficulty in dealing with the reformist 
socialist and purely “economic" labor unions. These competing 
tendencies were to rise and fall in importance as Spain moved 
through periods of repression and latx>r unrest. The anarchists' 
intransigent revolutionary stance and refusal to compromise their 
principles often made them the targets of severe repression while 
other unions chose to cooperate with the government. This 
damaged the movement, but also made the anarchists more 
popular with the workers for their steadfastness. 

The 1890’s also saw Spanish anarchists embrace “propa¬ 
ganda by the deed." The anarchists conducted numerous attentats 
against high ranking government officials, royalty and the elite. 
These were followed by the typically brutal repression in which the 
movement lost many of its best activists to execution or imprison¬ 
ment for supposed connections to the acts. These actions failed to 
inspire the mass revolts they were intended to trigger and such 
tactics were abandoned. However, political violence was to remain 
a major feature in the Spanish anarchist movement with the rise of 
pistolerismo in the early twentieth century. 

Francisco Ferrer was an anarchist educator who made many 
advances in modernizing and secularizing education. His ideas 
spawned the “modern school movement" which spread around the 
world. He felt that education had to reflect libertarian principles and 
not reinforce the ideology of the state. Along with his schools he 
printed affordable and easy to read books on anarchism, science 
and philosophy for the education of the average worker. Ferrer’s 
innovations were viewed as dangerous to the state and its institu¬ 
tions of social control. 


gunning for anarchists in the pay of the 
industrialists, usually with tacit police 
backing. In response young anarchist 
militants took up arms and carried out 
retaliatory assassinations of government 
officials, industrialists, and of course rival 
pistoleros. They also increasingly engaged in 
bank robbery and other acts of expropriation to 
fund the cause. This political violence came and 
went in cycles but remained a factor in the move¬ 
ment up to the outbreak of civil war. Many of the 
movement's most talented members escaped ex¬ 
ecution and imprisonment only to be gunned down on 
the street by hired thugs. 

\ 

Initially inspired by the Russian revolution the CNT 
attempted to work with the new Third International. Soon 
however, the CNT learned the International was little more 
than a tool of Soviet foreign policy and ceased its collaboration. 

In 1923 a group of generals led by Primo De Rivera took 
power installing a dictatorship which was to last until 1931. A 
general strike called by the CNT failed and the union was 
repressed. The movement was illegalized and forced underground. 
Political activity was confined to secretive organizing and sporadic 
acts of political violence. 

In 1927 the Anarchist Federation of Iberia or FAI was formed. 
This group would eventually serve as an anarchist core under the 
more syndicalist CNT umbrella. Its members were usually the most 
active and committed members of the movement. They helped push 
the CNT towards a more revolutionary anarchist approach. There 
were constant and acrimonious debates within the CNT between FAI 
militants and more moderate unionists over 
collaboration with other unions and leftist 
parties. The more militant faction stuck to a 
staunch anarchist position against collabo¬ 
ration with any statist groups while the 
moderates counseled co-operation towards 
mutual goals. This debate was to be divi¬ 
sive and extremely important during the 
civil war. 


With the fall of the dictatorship the 
CNT became legal again and was able to 
openly meet and organize. It quickly 
bounced back with over 800,000 members 
in 1932. However, the “enlightened" repub¬ 
lic was equally as afraid of the organized 
working class and a bitter struggle ensued 
over a strike at the national telephone com¬ 
pany. There were many street battles be¬ 
tween strikers and government paramili¬ 
tary forces such as the civil and assault 
guards. The state illegalized the union 
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vative church which dominated education and social life. 

Anarchism first came to Spain in 1868 with the tour of 
Italian anarchist Guiseppi Fanelli, a comrade of Bakunin who 
was trying to raise support for the newly formed International 
Workingmen’s Association. Speaking to clubs of workers and 
intellectuals across Spain, often without the aid of an inter¬ 
preter, Fanelli appealed to the Spaniards with his impas¬ 
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A Spanish chapter of the International was soon orga¬ 
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a major feature in the Spanish anarchist movement with the rise of 
pistolerismo in the early twentieth century. 

Francisco Ferrer was an anarchist educator who made many 
advances in modernizing and secularizing education. His ideas 
spawned the "modern school movement" which spread around the 
world. He felt that education had to reflect libertarian principles and 
not reinforce the ideology of the state. Along with his schools he 
printed affordable and easy to read books on anarchism, science 
and philosophy for the education of the average worker. Ferrer’s 
innovations were viewed as dangerous to the state and its institu¬ 
tions of social control. 


Anarchist militia preparing to go to the front 


Spain. Anarchism also spread into the rural districts where 
poverty and oppression were extreme. The average Spanish 
anarchist was a worker or peasant who was highly committed 
to “the idea. “ The movement placed strong emphasis on the 
dignity of labor and hard work, looking forward to a day when 
all work would be for the benefit of the community not the 
ruling class. Free time outside of work was devoted to union 
and organizational matters, propaganda and self-education. 
The Spanish anarchists abstained from tobacco and alcohol, 
living a simple and virtuous life devoted to creating the new 
society. 

The split between Marx and Bakunin in the International 
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In 1909 the Spanish army was being hard pressed in its 
Moroccan colony and was forced to call up the reserves. Spain’s 
imperialist wars were unpopular with the working classes and the 
war triggered strikes and revolts across the country. The uprisings 
were quelled and the typical repression ensued. Ferrer was 
accused of fomenting the revolts and jailed. His trial was a sham 
with bribed “witnesses" and public condemnations by church and 
government officials. He was sentenced to death and executed 
with several other anarchists. There is a statue of him in Brussels 
to this day. 

In 1910 a conference of anarchists was called by Solidaridad 
Obrera to address the lack of a national anarchist organization in 
Snairv As a result the National Confederation of Labor or CNT was 


In 1923 a group of generals led by Primo De Rivera took ^ 
power installing a dictatorship which was to last until 1931. A - 
general strike called by the CNT failed and the union was severely^ 
repressed. The movement was illegaJized and forced underground. \ 1 
Political activity was confined to secretive organizing and sporadic 4 
acts of political violence. 

In 1927 the Anarchist Federation of Iberia or FAI was formed. 
This group would eventually serve as an anarchist core under the 
more syndicalist CNT umbrella. Its members were usually the most 
active and committed members of the movement. They helped push 
the CNT towards a more revolutionary anarchist approach. There 
were constant and acrimonious debates within the CNT between FAI 
militants and more moderate unionists over 
collaboration with other unions and leftist 
parties. The more militant faction stuck to a 
staunch anarchist position against collabo¬ 
ration with any statist groups while the 
moderates counseled co-operation towards 
mutual goals. This debate was to be divi¬ 
sive and extremely important during the 
civil war. 


With the fall of the dictatorship the 
CNT became legal again and was able to 
openly meet and organize. It quickly 
bounced back with over 800,000 members 
in 1932. However, the “enlightened” repub¬ 
lic was equally as afraid of the organized 
working class and a bitter struggle ensued 
over a strike at the national telephone com¬ 
pany. There were many street battles be¬ 
tween strikers and government paramili¬ 
tary forces such as the civil and assault 
guards. The state illegalized the union 
again. This wave of protest and repression 
turned many previously moderate workers 
against the republic. The republic further 
revealed its true colors in the suppression 
of a series of FAI inspired risings in 1932- 
33. 


These risings broke out across Spain 
and generally followed the pattern of revolt 
and oppression outlined above. The most 
well known of these was the rising and 
subsequent massacre at Casas Viejas. It 
was dear that the left would deal as sav¬ 
agely with any challenge to its power as the 
right. Indeed the liberal left would be even 
be more harsh to prove to conservatives 
that a “liberal" government was capable of 
maintaining the status quo by force. The controversy which followed 
the massacre at Casa Viejas revealed that the “shoot to kill” orders 
had come from the highest level of the government. This controversy 
helped bring down the government and forced new elections. 


The CNT urged the working dass to boycott the elections of 
1933 under the slogan “instead of elections, a social revdution." A 
rightist coalition took power and a wave of CNT insurrections was 
quickly put down. The sodalists, now out of power, became increas¬ 
ingly militant and the small Spanish Communist Party (CP) grew. 
These groups sought to ally with the CNT under the banner of the 
“popular front" which was advanced throughout Europe at the time. 
There was a great deal of controversy within the CNT over alliance 
with these groups. Generally the FAI sided against such an alliance 















Anarchist militia preparing to go to the front 


Spain. Anarchism also spread into the rural districts where 
poverty and oppression were extreme. The average Spanish 
anarchist was a worker or peasant who was highly committed 
to “the idea. “ The movement placed strong emphasis on the 
dignity of labor and hard work, looking forward to a day when 
all work would be for the benefit of the community not the 
ruling class. Free time outside of work was devoted to union 
and organizational matters, propaganda and self-education. 
The Spanish anarchists abstained from tobacco and alcohol, 
living a simple and virtuous life devoted to creating the new 
society. 

The split between Marx and Bakunin in the International 
saw the Spanish branch siding with Bakunin. After the col¬ 
lapse of the International the Spanish section continued 
under a number of names coalescing into the CNT in 1910. 
During the late 1800’s rural Spain was in constant turmoil. The 
1880’s saw numerous anarchist peasant uprisings and ruth¬ 
less police oppression and torture. Villagers would organize 
and take up whatever arms they could lay hands on, often little 
more than dubs and scythes. They would proclaim the 
establishment of libertarian communism and seize the town 
hall, police station and manor. A brief period of celebration 
would be followed by a military assault in which little quarter 
was given. In the aftermath the prisons would be packed with 
anarchists from around the country, most of whom had 
nothing to do with the uprisings. They would be tortured and 
frequently executed for supposedly inspiring the revolts. This 
pattern was repeated throughout the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century as social conditions in the Spanish country¬ 
side remained unbearable. 


In 1909 the Spanish army was being hard pressed in its 
Moroccan colony and was forced to call up the reserves. Spain’s 
imperialist wars were unpopular with the working classes and the 
war triggered strikes and revolts across the country. The uprisings 
were quelled and the typical repression ensued. Ferrer was 
accused of fomenting the revolts and jailed. His trial was a sham 
with bribed “witnesses" and public condemnations by church and 
government officials. He was sentenced to death and executed 
with several other anarchists. There is a statue of him in Brussels 
to this day. 

In 1910 a conference of anarchists was called by Solidaridad 
Obrera to address the lack of a national anarchist organization in 
Spain. As a result the National Confederation of Labor or CNT was 
formed, under the influence of French anarcho-syndicalism. Its 
aim was to educate and organize the working people of Spain to 
take control of the means of production by revolutionary action and 
re-organize society for the benefit of all. While not always exclu¬ 
sively anarchist the CNT usually followed a syndicalist path and 
many of its influential members were anarchists, especially after 
the formation of the FAI. 

Most Spanish anarchists opposed the imperialist First World 
War, although some took the side of Kropotkin and supported the 
allies. The Spanish government remained neutral, selling supplies 
to both sides. Speculation led to price increases and the CNT 
organized strikes and protests against these and the war. The CNT 
rose in popularity and soon had over a million members. In 1919, 
the great strike against la Canadiense electric company ended with 
victory for the workers and a demonstrated the power of an 
organized militant working class. 


These risings broke out across Spain 
and generally followed the pattern of revolt 
and oppression outlined above. The most 
well known of these was the rising and 
subsequent massacre at Casas Viejas. It 
was dear that the left would deal as sav¬ 
agely with any challenge to its power as the 
right. Indeed the liberal left would be even 
be more harsh to prove to conservatives 
that a “liberal" government was capable of 
maintaining the status quo by force. The controversy which followed 
the massacre at Casa Viejas revealed that the “shoot to kill" orders 
had come from the highest level of the government. This controversy 
helped bring down the government and forced new elections. 

The CNT urged the working dass to boycott the elections of 
1933 under the slogan “instead of elections, a social revdution.” A 
rightist coalition took power and a wave of CNT insurrections was 
quickly put down. The sodalists, now out of power, became increas¬ 
ingly militant and the small Spanish Communist Party (CP) grew. 
These groups sought to ally with the CNT under the banner of the 
“popular front" which was advanced throughout Europe at the time. 
There was a great deal of controversy within the CNT over alliance 
with these groups. Generally the FAI sided against such an alliance 
while more moderate members called for “unity of proletarian broth¬ 
ers." In the end the alliance was cemented between the CNT, the 
socialist UGT and other leftists groups. 


This alliance was to have tangible results in the Asturias, a mining region where the 
UGT and CNT had organized and radicalized the rank and file. Over a period of two weeks 
in October of 1934 some 40,000 miners rose in a dramatic general strike and uprising against 
the conservative regime. Originally part of a national general strike, which quickly petered 
out in the rest of the country, the rising was very successful in the Asturias. The miners seized 
several towns and set up councils to provide essential services and manage the factories. 
The authoritarian socialists and communists rigidly administered the areas under their 
control. They refused to provide arms or cooperate with the anarchists to defend the area 
from the inevitable reaction. The politically reliable and ruthless Spanish Foreign Legion was 
brought from Morocco along with colonial troops. These smashed the “Asturian Commune" 
with savage brutality. Thousands of insurgent workers were killed, and tens of thousands 
imprisoned, beaten and tortured. The outcry over the use of Moroccan troops in Christian 
Spain and the severity of the repression forced the rightist coalition to collapse and provoked 
another election. 


turned many previously moderate workers 
against the republic. The republic further 
revealed its true colors in the suppression 
of a series of FAI inspired risings in 1932- 
33. 


In the 1890’s the movement began to grow rapidly 
among the urban working dass. The increasingly industrial¬ 
ized society saw the development of a radical form of anarcho- 
syndicalism which paralleled that developing in France. Span¬ 
ish anarcho-syndicalism was to be marked by a high degree 
of workers solidarity. Strikes were frequent, bitter and often 
successful. Strikes were often conducted for political rather 
than economic means. The arrest of a well know militant 


As we have seen political violence had long been a part of the 
Spanish anarchist movement. This escalated into a bloody under¬ 
ground war in the era of pistolerismo. During the war a ring of 
German spies in Barcelona used corrupt police officers and 
underworld thugs to harass businesses who sold supplies to the 
allies. The CNT paper Solidaridad Obrera exposed one of these 
police officers. As soon as the war ended he turned his network of 
hired guns on the workers movement. Soon death squads were 
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The elections of February 1936 brought a leftist coalition to power on a popular front 
platform. With some 30,000 of the movement’s most militant members in jail the anarchists 
chose to participate in the election. The anarchists were arguably the decisive bloc in the 
popular front victory. Forces on the right feared the new “red" government. Fascist youth 
gangs and pistoleros embarked on a campaign of murder and disruption in order to discredit 
the new regime. Leftist and anarchist pistoleros responded and the cycle of political violence 
intensified dramatically. The government’s promised land reforms proceeded slowly and 
intolerable conditions in the countryside spawned agrarian unrest. Thousands of hectares 
of land were seized from landowners by poor farmers. Much of this land had belonged 
communally to villages who had seen it progressively swindled from them by the landowners 
with the aid of the church and state. This unrest spread taking on revolutionary proportions 
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moderates counseled co-operation towards 
mutual goals. This debate was to be divi¬ 
sive and extremely important during the 
civil war. 
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With the fall of the dictatorship the 
CNT became legal again and was able to 
openly meet and organize. It quickly 
bounced back with over 800,000 members 
in 1932. However, the “enlightenetf repub¬ 
lic was equally as afraid of the organized 
working class and a bitter struggle ensued 
over a strike at the national telephone com¬ 
pany. There were many street battles be¬ 
tween strikers and government paramili¬ 
tary forces such as the civil and assault 
guards. The state illegalized the union 
again. This wave of protest and repression 
turned many previously moderate workers 
against the republic. The republic further 
revealed its true colors in the suppression 
of a series of FAI inspired risings in 1932- 
33. 


These risings broke out across Spain 
and generally followed the pattern of revolt 
and oppression outlined above. The most 
well known of these was the rising and 
subsequent massacre at Casas Viejas. It 
was dear that the left would deal as sav¬ 
agely with any challenge to its power as the 
right. Indeed the liberal left would be even 
be more harsh to prove to conservatives 
that a “Iberal" government was capable of 


in much of Spain. Spring also saw targe scale labor unrest with th 
CNT and UGT calling frequent local and general strikes. Spain wa 
bitterly polarized. While the popular front government flounders 
the disenfranchised were beginning to put revolutionary ideas in 
practice. The right found these conditions intolerable and th 
forces of reaction plotted a coup. 


The military, supported by the fascists, the church, th 
industrialists, landowners and other conservative elements < 
society, launched a rebellion against the popular front govern met 
on July 17,1936. Garrisons rose against the government acros 
Spain. General Franco brought the colonial army from Morocco i 
aircraft provided by Nazi Germany. The anarchists were in 
quandary. The legal constitutional regime which they had helpe 
elect, was beset by a reactionary fascist insurrection. Obvious! 
both sides were statist, authoritarian and hostile to the artarchc 
social revolution. However, the right seemed to pose a far great! 
threat which was driven home by the severity of the “white terra 
meted out in areas under rightist control. The former policy of unit 
with leftist “proletarian brothers” was to lead to increased collatx 
ration with groups who were in fact the anarchists’ most dangerou 
enemies. 


The first weeks of the rising were chaotic, violent an 
uncertain. The government was slow to move against the rebefc 
The government, afraid of an armed working class, refused t 
answer the union’s calls to give guns to the workers. Had they don 
so the revolt could probably have been put down immediate!] 
While the administration tried to negotiate it was the action of th 
working class “people in arms" which stemmed the tide of revolt. I 
the areas where the working class was the most organized an 
militant, militias formed immediately to suppress the insurger 
garrisons. Workers commandeered vehicles and whatever wea$ 
ons they could and rushed into battle against rebel troops, polka 
and fascist militias. Some military and police units remained toys 
to the government and helped provide arms to the workers. Bot 
sides thought the rising would last only a few weeks. Instead th 
deep rooted divisions in the country resulted in a bloody civil wa 
which was to last until 1939. Within a few weeks reality set in an 
Spain was divided into regions under insurgent or "Nationalist" an 
loyalist or “Republican" control. 


A blow by blow account of the civil war is beyond the scop 
of this short history. Instead some general themes will be covere 
with illustrative examples where relevant. 


The world’s governments quickly revealed that they wer 
more afraid of a revolutionary threat to their power than a victory f c 
fascism in Spain. They closed ranks in a policy of “non-interver 
tion" which was ludicrously transparent. From the very beginnin 
Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany were to pour massive amounts c 
money, weapons, and “volunteers" into Spain to aid their fascs 
clients. Spain became a proving ground forthe latest weapons an 
military techniques which they were to put to good use when Wort 
War II erupted three years later. The capitalist “democratic” powei 
condemned the rebellion but were clearly more afraid of th 
example that would be set by a successful social revoke kd 
coupled with a victory of armed workers over the forces of reactior 
They failed to force Italy a Germany to comply with the “gentlemen' 
agreement" of non-intervention. Throughout the war America/ 
British and other corporations such as Texaco and ITT were t 
provide the Nationalists with oil, communications equipment an 
other war materials on credit. 


The only real help afforded the Republicans was from Mexic 
which provided food, money and arms. Communist Russia initial! 
supplied weapons and “volunteers" to test them against the late* 
fascist techniques. This aid was to do much more harm than goo 
as it resulted in the growth in importance, and eventual seizure c 
power, by the hitherto unimportant Spanish Communist Part) 
Acquisition of Soviet supplied weapons was determined by loyalt 
to the party rather than necessity. Eventually Stalin, fearful of j 
second communist state to challenge the socialist ideal promote' 
by his USSR, withdrew support and ensured Nationalist victory. 


The social revolution which was already underway wa 
rapidly accelerated. The CNT and FAI leapt into action formiri 
militias and converting factories to production of arms. Th 
anarchists in the Republican areas seized control of the land an 
| factories. Long suppressed anger boiled over in both country an 
t city. The despised class enemies such as landowners and priest 
were run out of town or killed. Property and tax records were bote 
from town halls and burned. In the cities the factories were place 
under workers’ control, and vengeance was taken on class en 
emies. Concrete steps were taken towards the implementation c 
libertarian communism. In the rural areas communes were estai 
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in much of Spain. Spring also saw large scale labor unrest with the 
CNT and UGT calling frequent local and general strikes. Spain was 
bitterly polarized. While the popular front government floundered 
the disenfranchised were beginning to put revolutionary ideas into 
practice. The right found these conditions intolerable and the 
forces of reaction plotted a coup. 

The military, supported by the fascists, the church, the 
industrialists, landowners and other conservative elements of 
society, launched a rebellion against the popular front government 
on July 17,1936. Garrisons rose against the government across 
Spain. General Franco brought the colonial army from Morocco in 
aircraft provided by Nazi Germany. The anarchists were in a 
quandary. The legal constitutional regime which they had helped 
elect, was beset by a reactionary fascist insurrection. Obviously 
both sides were statist, authoritarian and hostile to the anarchist 
social revolution. However, the right seemed to pose a far greater 
threat which was driven home by the severity of the “white terror" 
meted out in areas under rightist control. The former policy of unity 
with leftist “proletarian brothers” was to lead to increased collabo¬ 
ration with groups who were in fact the anarchists’ most dangerous 
enemies. 

The first weeks of the rising were chaotic, violent and 
uncertain. The government was slow to move against the rebels. 
The government, afraid of an armed working class, refused to 
answer the union’s calls to give guns to the workers. Had they done 
so the revolt could probably have been put down immediately. 
While the administration tried to negotiate it was the action of the 
working class “people in arms" which stemmed the tide of revolt. In 
the areas where the working class was the most organized and 
militant, militias formed immediately to suppress the insurgent 
garrisons. Workers commandeered vehicles and whatever weap¬ 
ons they could and rushed into battle against rebel troops, police, 
and fascist militias. Some military and police units remained loyal 
to the government and helped provide arms to the workers. Both 
sides thought the rising would last only a few weeks. Instead the 
deep rooted divisions in the country resulted in a bloody civil war 
which was to last until 1939. Within a few weeks reality set in and 
Spain was divided into regions under insurgent or “Nationalist" and 
loyalist or “Republican" control. 

A blow by blow account of the civil war is beyond the scope 
of this short history. Instead some general themes will be covered 
with illustrative examples where relevant. 

The world’s governments quickly revealed that they were 
more afraid of a revolutionary threat to their power than a victory for 
fascism in Spain. They closed ranks in a policy of “non-interven¬ 
tion" which was ludicrously transparent. From the very beginning 
Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany were to pour massive amounts of 
money, weapons, and “volunteers" into Spain to aid their fascist 
clients. Spain became a proving ground forthe latest weapons and 
military techniques which they were to put to good use when World 
War II erupted three years later. The capitalist “democratic" powers 
condemned the rebellion but were dearly more afraid of the 


international support. 

While the Nationalists were able to overcome divisions within 
their camp to prosecute the war the anti-fascist forces spent almost 
as much time fighting amongst themselves as against the Nation¬ 
alists. Initially the anarchists organized into militia “columns” com¬ 
posed of volunteers and administered democratically. In theory 
officers were elected and decisions reached democratically. How¬ 
ever, in the heat of battle military necessity often overcame 
libertarian principles. These columns faced severe shortages of 
supplies and weapons. As the Nationalists acquired more ad¬ 
vanced hardware from Italy and Germany the anarchists found 
themselves going into battle with obsolete rifles and hunting guns. 
Ammunition was scarce and support weapons such as artillery and 
machine guns rare. Worker controlled factories manufactured 
rifles, grenades and munitions. They also turned out an impressive 
array of improvised armored cars and military transports. 

The communists, under orders from Moscow, embarked on 
a policy of infiltrating the Republican military and political command 
structure. Soviet supplied weapons were tightly controlled by the 
communists in the army and government. The anarchists, hard 
pressed at the front, were eventually forced to submit to a process 
of “militarization" and collaboration with the state they despised. 
This was vehemently opposed by many rank and file anarchists. 
Members of the CNT even took up posts in the Republican 
government. The anarchist militias were absorbed into the repub¬ 
lican army and subjected to authoritarian discipline and control. 
The communists were very concerned with the anarchist’s ex¬ 
ample of the feasibility of anarchist revolution. Instead of disorder 
and chaos anarchist areas were peaceable and people’s needs 
were met. Worker controlled factories were producing the hi-tech 
weapons of war with no supervision from the “authorities." Rather 
than defeating the Nationalists the communists made consolida¬ 
tion of their own power the number one objective, and the anar¬ 
chists and non-Stalinist Marxists were the main obstacle as rivals 
for the hearts and minds of the workers. 

Within the army communist controlled units got the best 
weapons and Soviet advisors. They were used primarily in areas 
of the front where they faced little resistance. In contrast the 
anarchists and the international brigades were poorly supplied and 
sent on suicidal missions against superior Nationalist forces. No 
amount of heroism could make up for the disparity in arms. In the 
bitter battle for Madrid anarchists went into battle unarmed hoping 
to pick up a rifle from a fallen comrade. Against this the Nationalists 
fielded a professional army augmented by fascist militias and tens 
of thousands of Germans and Italians all supplied with state of the 
art weapons. The communist’s authoritarian fixation with order and 
control resulted in the arrest and internment of hundreds of anar¬ 
chists and non-Stalinist Marxists. Thus, when every available 
person was needed at the front thousands languished in commu¬ 
nist gulags. 

The tension between the two visions of revolution came to a 
head in May of 1937, when the communists decided to move 


numerous blunders any number of which would have been fatal if not 
forthe bravery of the Spanish workers in arms who fought desperately 
against all odds cursing the ineptitude of their superiors. By 1938 
Stalin began to fear the influence of the now powerful Spanish CP as 
a rival for leadership of international communism. Stalin was entering 
on a policy of appeasement which was to culminate in the Nazi-Soviet 
Non-Aggression Pact of 1939. Hence, support of the Spanish republic 
in the “struggle of the popular front against fascism" became a political 
liability. Soviet supplies slowed to a trickle and the advisors returned 
to the USSR with the Republic’s gold reserves for “safe keeping." 
Without any supplies of modem weapons and supplies the Republi¬ 
cans had little chance of hanging on. All that could be hoped for was 
the outbreak of war in Europe and help from the capitalist powers. 

The Nationalist’s final offensive was launched in December of 
1938. The Nationalists reaped success on the battlefield and diplo¬ 
matic recognition of the Franco government by the capitalist powers. 
As the noose tightened many in the Republican camp called for a 
cease fire and negotiated surrender to end the bloodshed. The 
communists insisted on resistance to the end, while preparing funds 
and aircraft to flee the country. Finally a group of moderate Republican 
officers with support from socialists and some anarchists staged a 
coup which ousted the communists from control of the government. 
This coalition tried in vain to negotiate an “honorable peace" with 
Franco while a second civil war raged between communists and their 
foes behind the lines. Meanwhile at the front many units fought on but 
some began to surrender or dissolve. By the end of March the 
Nationalists took control of all of Spain. 

In the final hours many anarchists choose to fight to the death or 
commit suicide rather than surrender. Thousands escaped across the 
border into France where they were interned in disease ridden camps 
where thousands died. When the Nazi’s occupied France these 
refugees were forced into labor projects by the Vichy regime. Some 
escaped to join the French resistance and eventually many served in 
the Free French army after Iberation. The fate of those in Spain was 
grim. Thousands were killed in the final Nationalist advance. The 
Francoist state was ruthless and determined in its attempt to destroy 
the workers movement. Some 2 million people were imprisoned and 
200,000 executed after the civil war. Of these a large portion were 
anarchists, upon whom the repression fell heaviest. 

Nonetheless, the movement survived. Militant veterans of pre¬ 
war political violence and three years of civil war took to the hills and 
waged a guerrilla struggle until the early 1950’s. Exiles continued to 
organize support for prisoners and the underground movement, 
especially after the liberation of France. With the death of Franco and 
the “thaw" in Spanish political life the late 1970’s the CNT and FAI were 
able to re-emerge and resume the work started a century earlier. The 
anarchist movement in Spain which reached such peaks and depths 
has stood the test of time and survived to remain a relevant political 
force into the 1990’s. 

The two main mistakes the anarchists seem to have made in the 
Spanish Civi War were reliance on conventional military methods and 
collaboration with the communist dominated state. With the benefit of 







ration with groups who were in tact the anarchists most dangerous 
enemies. 

The first weeks of the rising were chaotic, violent and 
uncertain. The government was slow to move against the rebels. 
The government, afraid of an armed working class, refused to 
answer the union’s calls to give guns to the workers. Had they done 
so the revolt could probably have been put down immediately. 
While the administration tried to negotiate it was the action of the 
working class “people in arms" which stemmed the tide of revolt. In 
the areas where the working class was the most organized and 
militant, militias formed immediately to suppress the insurgent 
garrisons. Workers commandeered vehicles and whatever weap¬ 
ons they could and rushed into battle against rebel troops, police, 
and fascist militias. Some military and police units remained loyal 
to the government and helped provide arms to the workers. Both 
sides thought the rising would last only a few weeks. Instead the 
deep rooted divisions in the country resulted in a bloody civil war 
which was to last until 1939. Within a few weeks reality set in and 
Spain was divided into regions under insurgent or "Nationalist" and 
loyalist or “Republican" control. 

A blow by blow account of the civil war is beyond the scope 
of this short history. Instead some general themes will be covered 
with illustrative examples where relevant. 

The world’s governments quickly revealed that they were 
more afraid of a revolutionary threat to their power than a victory for 
fascism in Spain. They closed ranks in a policy of “non-interven¬ 
tion” which was ludicrously transparent. From the very beginning 
Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany were to pour massive amounts of 
money, weapons, and “volunteers" into Spain to aid their fascist 
clients. Spain became a proving ground for the latest weapons and 
military techniques which they were to put to good use when World 
War II erupted three years later. The capitalist “democratic" powers 
condemned the rebellion but were dearly more afraid of the 
example that would be set by a successful social revolution 
coupled with a victory of armed workers over the forces of reaction. 
They failed toforce Italy or Germanytocomplywiththe “gentlemen’s 
agreement” of non-intervention. Throughout the war American, 
British and other corporations such as Texaco and ITT were to 
provide the Nationalists with oil, communications equipment and 
other war materials on credit. 

The only real help afforded the Republicans was from Mexico 
which provided food, money and arms. Communist Russia initially 
supplied weapons and “volunteers” to test them against the latest 
fascist techniques. This aid was to do much more harm than good 
as it resulted in the growth in importance, and eventual seizure of 
power, by the hitherto unimportant Spanish Communist Party. 
Acquisition of Soviet supplied weapons was determined by loyalty 
to the party rather than necessity. Eventually Stalin, fearful of a 
second communist state to challenge the socialist ideal promoted 
by his USSR, withdrew support and ensured Nationalist victory. 

The social revolution which was already underway was 
rapidly accelerated. The CNT and FAI leapt into action forming 
militias and converting factories to production of arms. The 
anarchists in the Republican areas seized control of the land and 
factories. Long suppressed anger boiled over in both country and 
city. The despised class enemies such as landowners and priests 
were run out of town or killed. Property and tax records were looted 
from town halls and burned. In the cities the factories were placed 
under workers’ control, and vengeance was taken on class en¬ 
emies. Concrete steps were taken towards the implementation of 
libertarian communism. In the rural areas communes were estab¬ 
lished in which land was hold in common tenure and orivata 


structure, soviet supplied weapons were iignuy controlled Dy tne 
communists in the army and government. The anarchists, hard 
pressed at the front, were eventually forced to submit to a process 
of “militarization" and collaboration with the state they despised. 
This was vehemently opposed by many rank and file anarchists. 
Members of the CNT even took up posts in the Republican 
government. The anarchist militias were absorbed into the repub¬ 
lican army and subjected to authoritarian discipline and control. 
The communists were very concerned with the anarchist’s ex¬ 
ample of the feasibility of anarchist revolution. Instead of disorder 
and chaos anarchist areas were peaceable and people’s needs 
were met. Worker controlled factories were producing the hi-tech 
weapons of war with no supervision from the “authorities." Rather 
than defeating the Nationalists the communists made consolida¬ 
tion of their own power the number one objective, and the anar¬ 
chists and non-Stalinist Marxists were the main obstacle as rivals 
for the hearts and minds of the workers. 

Within the army communist controlled units got the best 
weapons and Soviet advisors. They were used primarily in areas 
of the front where they faced little resistance. In contrast the 
anarchists and the international brigades were poorly supplied and 
sent on suicidal missions against superior Nationalist forces. No 
amount of heroism could make up for the disparity in arms. In the 
bitter battle for Madrid anarchists went into battle unarmed hoping 
to pick up a rifle from a fallen comrade. Against this the Nationalists 
fielded a professional army augmented by fascist militias and tens 
of thousands of Germans and Italians all supplied with state of the 
art weapons. The communist’s authoritarian fixation with order and 
control resulted in the arrest and internment of hundreds of anar¬ 
chists and non-Stalinist Marxists. Thus, when every available 
person was needed at the front thousands languished in commu¬ 
nist gulags. 

The tension between the two visions of revolution came to a 
head in May of 1937, when the communists decided to move 
against the anarchists in Barcelona. The communist police at¬ 
tempted to storm the CNT controlled telephone exchange. Fighting 
spread throughout the city and barricades were erected around the 
anarchist controlled areas. The collaborationist members of the 
CNT showed how far they had betrayed their principles by calling 
for "unity" and “cease fire" over CNT radio. The rank and file of the 
CNT, FAI, POUM and other workers fighting the communists in 
streets were confused by the contradictory messages. The com¬ 
munists took advantage of this confusion to recall crack troops from 
the front. The anarchists were duped by an appeal for “antifascist 
unity” and stood down as troops entered the city presumably to 
preserve order. Anarchists still holed up in fortified positions were 
promised amnesty if the surrendered. Many did, only to be ex¬ 
ecuted or shipped off to a gulag. Those who resisted were ruth¬ 
lessly eliminated. Thousands of anarchists held in the secret 
prisons of the communist GPU (a Spanish copy of the Stalinist 
NKVD) were tortured and executed. The anarchists had been 
forced out of military necessity and an overwhelming antifascist 
moral obligation to ally themselves with the “lesser" of two evils. 
The state, be it communist controlled or otherwise, was dearly 
more interested in defeating the revolution than winning the war. 
This coupled with the lack of foreign support was to spell defeat for 
the forces fighting the Nationalists. 

The communist’s ability to manipulate bureaucracies and 
pack them with party members put them in positions of authority 
over the reluctantly militarized anarchists, who along with socialists 
and republicans formed the vast majority of the war effort’s rank 
and file. By 1938, the Republican army was suffering from defeat 
and demoralization. The communists had gained near complete 
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ana aircran to nee me country, nnaiiy a group « moaeraio i-Kjpuoiican 
officers with support from socialists and some anarchists staged a 
coup which ousted the communists from control of the government. 
This coalition tried in vain to negotiate an “honorable peace" with 
Franco while a second civil war raged between communists and their 
foes behind the lines. Meanwhile at the front many units fought on but 
some began to surrender or dissolve. By the end of March the 
Nationalists took control of all of Spain. 

In the final hours many anarchists choose to fight to the death or 
commit suicide rather than surrender. Thousands escaped across the 
border into France where they were interned in disease ridden camps 
where thousands died. When the Nazi’s oocupied France these 
refugees were forced into labor projects by the Vichy regime. Some 
escaped to join the French resistance and eventually many served in 
the Free French army after liberation. The fate of those in Spain was 
grim. Thousands were killed in the final Nationalist advance. The 
Francoist state was ruthless and determined in its attempt to destroy 
the workers movement. Some 2 million people were imprisoned and 
200,000 executed after the civil war. Of these a large portion were 
anarchists, upon whom the repression fell heaviest. 

Nonetheless, the movement survived. Militant veterans of pre¬ 
war political violence and three years of civil war took to the hills and 
waged a guerrilla struggle until the early 1950’s. Exiles continued to 
organize support for prisoners and the underground movement, 
especially after the liberation of France. With the death of Franco and 
the “thaw" in Spanish political life the late 1970’s the CNT and FAI were 
able to re-emerge and resume the work started a century earlier. The 
anarchist movement in Spain which reached such peaks and depths 
has stood the test of time and survived to remain a relevant political 
force into the 1990’s. 

The two main mistakes the anarchists seem to have made in the 
Spanish Civi War were reliance on conventional military methods and 
collaboration with the communist dominated state. With the benefit of 
hindsight many students of the war and revolution argue that a policy 
of revolutionary guerrilla war could have assured victory for both the 
revolution and the fight against fascism. The one overbearing mistake 
seems to be collaboration with the communists who manipulated the 
workers movement to gain power then deserted it in the final hours. (It 
should be noted that Stalin in his distrust of all foreign influences had 
most of those who had served as advisors in Spain and the Spanish 
CP exiles in Russia executed or sent to Siberia.) Many blame the 
collaboration with the government on a process of bureaucratization 
within the CNT before the war and the failure to realize the dangers of 
the popular front after the Asturian rising. Clearly members of the CNT 
leadership were more than willing to function in a bureaucratic fashion 
and join the government as ministers and functionaries to the dismay 
of the rank and file. This has been used as a weapon in the argument 
against organization. However, a counter argument can be made that 
the movement would never have become strong enough to warrant 
cabinet level representation without fifty years of organization. 

The author urges anyone interested in anarchism to study the 
Spanish revolution and civil war to gain a broader understanding of 
how we can put our ideas into practice and problems which we might 
encounter. The study of history should lead us to a more total 
understanding of our own era so that we do not repeat past mistakes. 

The following works are recommended: 

Bookchin, Murray. The Spanish Anarchists, 1968-1936. 

Casas, Juan. Anarchist Organization, the history of the FAI. 

Dolgoff, Sam ed. The Anarchist Collectives. 

Leval, Gaston. Collectives in the Spanish Revolution. 

Mintz, Jerome. The Anarchists of Casas Viejas. 
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example inai wouia oe set oy a successful social revolution 
coupled with a victory of armed workers over the forces of reaction. 
They failed to force Italy a Germany to comply with the “gentlemen’s 
agreement" of non-intervention. Throughout the war American, 
British and other corporations such as Texaco and ITT were to 
provide the Nationalists with oil, communications equipment and 
other war materials on credit. 

The only real help afforded the Republicans was from Mexico 
which provided food, money and arms. Communist Russia initially 
supplied weapons and “volunteers" to test them against the latest 
fascist techniques. This aid was to do much more harm than good 
as it resulted in the growth in importance, and eventual seizure of 
power, by the hitherto unimportant Spanish Communist Party. 
Acquisition of Soviet supplied weapons was determined by loyalty 
to the party rather than necessity. Eventually Stalin, fearful of a 
second communist state to challenge the socialist ideal promoted 
by his USSR, withdrew support and ensured Nationalist victory. 

The social revolution which was already underway was 
rapidly accelerated. The CNT and FAI leapt into action forming 
militias and converting factories to production of arms. The 
anarchists in the Republican areas seized control of the land and 
factories. Long suppressed anger boiled over in both country and 
city. The despised class enemies such as landowners and priests 
were run out of town or killed. Property and tax records were looted 
from town halls and burned. In the cities the factories were placed 
under workers’ control, and vengeance was taken on class en¬ 
emies. Concrete steps were taken towards the implementation of 
Ibertarian communism. In the rural areas communes were estab¬ 
lished in which land was held in common tenure and private 
property abolished. Society was to be governed by traditional 
peasant practices of mutual aid “from each according to his ability 
to each according to his need." Factories were taken over by 
councils of workers and the task of running industry was assumed by the unions. In the 
I berated areas efforts were taken to implement anarchist social and economic ideas on 
every level. Women and young people increasingly challenged the patriarchal views of 
many anarchists who fought for revolution in the streets but were traditional in age and 
gender relations at home. Indeed, women and youth in groups such as Mujeres Ubresand 
Lbertarian Youth were to be some of the most radical and steadfast in advancing 
revolutionary anarchism. 

The civil war was marked by brutality resulting from the intensity of divisions and 
hatred in the polarized nation. However, historians concur that the Nationalist “white terror 
was far greater than the Republican “red terror including that conducted by the Stalinists 
towards the end of the war. Nationalist troops and fascist militias used terror as a weapon 
to instill fear and prevent survival of any revolutionary threat. Upon seizing a town they 
would massacre anyone suspected of Republican sympathies. Bombing and artillery were 
used as terror weapons on civilian populations in incidents such as the infamous Guernica 
raid. Nationalist troops systematically raped women leaving behind the slogan “you will 
give birth to fascists" on the walls of conquered towns. 

The drama of the civil war inspired workers and intellectuals from around the world 
to journey to Spain and serve as volunteers in the fight against fascism. Eventually these 
volunteers were organized into national units many of which fought with distinction. 
Although most volunteer battalions were organized by various communist parties, some 
anarchists went to fight in Spain, and other volunteers appalled by the actions of the 
Spanish CP joined either the anarchists or the anti-Stalinist Party of Marxist Unification 
(POUM.) Campaigns were begun to collect money and to supply aid to the Republic. Well 
known anarchists such as Emma Goldman traveled to Spain to boost morale and raise 



against the anarchists in Barcelona. The communist police at¬ 
tempted to storm the CNT controlled telephone exchange. Fighting 
spread throughout the city and barricades were erected around the 
anarchist controlled areas. The collaborationist members of the 
CNT showed how far they had betrayed their principles by calling 
for “unity" and “cease fire" over CNT radio. The rank and file of the 
CNT, FAI, POUM and other workers fighting the communists in 
streets were confused by the contradictory messages. The com¬ 
munists took advantage of this confusion to recall crack troops from 
the front. The anarchists were duped by an appeal for “antifascist 
unity" and stood down as troops entered the dty presumably to 
preserve order. Anarchists still holed up in fortified positions were 
promised amnesty if the surrendered. Many did, only to be ex¬ 
ecuted or shipped off to a gulag. Those who resisted were ruth¬ 
lessly eliminated. Thousands of anarchists held in the secret 
prisons of the communist GPU (a Spanish copy of the Stalinist 
NKVD) were tortured and executed. The anarchists had been 
forced out of military necessity and an overwhelming antifasdst 
moral obligation to ally themselves with the “lesser" of two evils. 
The state, be it communist controlled or otherwise, was clearly 
more interested in defeating the revolution than winning the war. 
This coupled with the lack of foreign support was to spell defeat for 
the forces fighting the Nationalists. 

The communist's ability to manipulate bureaucracies and 
pack them with party members put them in positions of authority 
over the reluctantly militarized anarchists, who along with socialists 
and republicans formed the vast majority of the war effort’s rank 
and file. By 1938, the Republican army was suffering from defeat 
and demoralization. The communists had gained near complete 
control over the military and there was considerable discontent at 
the special treatment afforded communist controlled units. The 
harsh discipline of the communists resulted in summary executions 
for minor offenses, these falling inordinately on anarchists. Regular 
supply services were never fully instituted and the soldiers at the 
front often wore the civilian clothes they had marched to war 
wearing in July of 1936. These factors coupled with the increasing 
economic hardships, and political repression dealt a serious blow 
to morale. 

Likewise, in essential services such as transport control were 
in the hands of communist appointees despite the fact that the 
majority of the workers in the industry were anarchists. When 
anarchist controlled factories proposed manufacturing Soviet de¬ 
signed fighter planes in Spain, the communists refused. They 
feared the example of worker controlled factories turning out such 
a complex weapon with no authoritarian control. As a result the 
Republican air force was shot out of the air by the German Condor 
Legion faster than new planes could be shipped from the USSR. 
This left the Republican armies with no air cover, further destabi¬ 
lizing morale. 

The war turned against the Republicans as the rapidly 
promoted party loyalists turned out to be poor commanders who 
owed their positions to ladder climbing social skills rather than any 
sort of schooling in the art of war. The high command made 


hindsight many students of the war and revolution argue that a policy 
of revolutionary guerrilla war could have assured victory for both the 
revolution and the fight against fascism. The one overbearing mistake 
seems to be collaboration with the communists who manipulated the 
workers movement to gain power then deserted it in the final hours. (It 
should be noted that Stalin in his distrust of all foreign influences had 
most of those who had served as advisors in Spain and the Spanish 
CP exiles in Russia executed or sent to Siberia.) Many blame the 
collaboration with the government on a process of bureaucratization 
within the CNT before the war and the failure to realize the dangers of 
the popular front after the Asturian rising. Clearly members of the CNT 
leadership were more than willing to function in a bureaucratic fashion 
and join the government as ministers and functionaries to the dismay 
of the rank and file. This has been used as a weapon in the argument 
against organization. However, a counter argument can be made that 
the movement would never have become strong enough to warrant 
cabinet level representation without fifty years of organization. 

The author urges anyone interested in anarchism to study the 
Spanish revolution and civil war to gain a broader understanding of 
how we can put our ideas into practice and problems which we might 
encounter. The study of history should lead us to a more total 
understanding of our own era so that we do not repeat past mistakes. 

The following works are recommended: 

Bookchin, Murray. The Spanish Anarchists, 1968-1936. 

Casas, Juan. Anarchist Organization, the history of the FAI. 

Dolgoff, Sam ed. The Anarchist Collectives. 

Leval, Gaston. Collectives in the Spanish Revolution. 

Mintz, Jerome. The Anarchists of Casas Viejas. 

Paz, Abel. Durruti, The People Armed. 

Peirats, Jose. Anarchists in the Spanish Revolution. 

Richards, Vernon. The Lessons of the Spanish Revolution. 

Souchy, Augustin. With the Peasants of Aragon. 

Try your (pref¬ 
erably university) li¬ 
brary or order from 
Left Bank Books 92 
Pike Sty Seattle, WA 
98101 or Fifth Es¬ 
tate Bookstore (see 
FE review this issue 
for address.) Of 
these works Peirats 
and Bookchin are 
the most useful. 
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One of the most original, exciting, and honest bands 
In the Twin Cities area has to be Jonestown. Their 
friendliness, dedication to DIYprinciples, electrify- 
Ing live shows, willingness to experiment musically 
and activism In groups like Twin Cities Anarchist 
Federation place them high on the Profanes Exist¬ 
ence "Better than Beer" list (along with Discharge, 
Crucifix, and total social revolution). Aron, Joel and 
Chris Crisis Interviewed them after one of their 
practices, where they let us drink their beer. 

Why don't we start by giving your name and what 
you do for a living and In your spare time. 

Dan: My name’s Dan and I work in a daycare for a living, 
working with two year old toddlers, and in my spare time 
I travel and bang around on an acoustic guitar and write. 
Eric: My name’s Eric. I’m a bartender and waiter for a 
living. In my spare time I enjoy music, travel, fishing... 
Geo: ... and I’m single, (laughter) 

Joe: I’m Joe and I’m a cook in a really shitty restaurant. 
In my spare time I watch foreign movies and hang out 
with my dog. 

Geo: My name's Geoffrey, I play four strings and I sling 
beers. In my spare time I do a lot of researching for 
distribution of records, I do band shit, I listen to lots of 
music, and read when at all possble. Oh, and I cant 
forget my dogs. I love my dogs. 

Tell us something about Project A-Bomb records. 
Geo: Jonestown started as a five-piece, and all of us 
and the guitar player who’s no longer with us decided to 
start a label to release our own stuff on. As a result d 
that, we’ve put out our own stuff, in a limited capacity. 
Because of financial stuff, we’ve released one d our 
own singles and released two other singles with other 
bands. Our LP just came out and financially we just 
couldn’t afford to put it out by ourselves in all the 
available formats, so we worked with TCI and they 
funded a lot of the project. Idealistically, we would have 
loved to have done it ourselves, but realistically there 
was just no fucking way we could afford to do it our¬ 
selves financially. 



Dan: Originally, we started the label because we didn't 
want to deal with the bullshit d making demo6, sending 
them out, calling places, the whole fucking game. We 
didn't want to deal with it at all. I started talking with Dog 
Faced Hermans and asked them why they didn’t have 
a U .S. deal and they said they were waiting for someone 
they knew and trusted who could do it and that’s how we 
got involved with them, and that’s kind d what Project 
A-Bomb is like. It’s not really a popular label. As much 
as we don’t like to send out demos to labels we don't 
want people to send us demos, because it's not really 
a “proper label.’’ 

Eric: It’s like a distribution network set up for bands who 
we want to do projects with. If they can f inance it we’ll 
put it out and they get all the profits. 

As a band who's done It both ways, the do-it- 
yourself way and working with businesses like a 
booking agency for one of your tours, what's attrac¬ 
tive to you about the DIY method, because you're 
obviously still dedicated to It? 

Geo: You have no one to blame but yourself for fuck- 
ups. You’re responsible for yourself. You save money, 
if it’s a monetary issue. You also save pride by working 
on a person-to-person level, whether it’s with promd- 
ers, distributors, etc. as opposed to gdng through a 
voyeur who acts as a mediator. 

Joe: We’re also nd in it for the money. We just want to 
play. 

Geo: Right, but booking agencies will screw you over 
for money. 

Joe: Yeah. We’ll play more shows for more money by 
ddng it ourselves. 

That's funny because most people say It's the other 
way around. 

Dan: We booked our first two tours ourselves. The first 
one went really well and we only had two singles out 
then. We managed to break even. We had a booking 
agency book the third tour and it was okay but there 
were a lot d problems. We’re booking this tour by 
ourselves. As far as the money thing goes, we’re not in 
to make money but at the same time we’re not out to get 
screwed from what we’ve worked for. It’s all such paltry 
amounts anyhow, but we don’t need to give some bozo 
$200 off the top to book the tour and then 15% from each 
show and then the phone bill and whatever else booking 
agencies charge you for. We don’t need to do that, just 
as we don’t need Joe Indie Label Man to put our records 
out for us. 

Eric: The main thing about DIY is that it’s totally do-able. 
If you can do it, why involve all these people like booking 
agents? What do booking agents do? They just make 
a couple d phone calls. You don’t need that, just like 
you don't need a sugar daddy to put out your records 
and give you anything for it. 

So basically they're just parasites. 

Eric: Basically they are. 

Dan: But that’s also due to people who call themselves 
musicians who are full d apathy when it comes to doing 
something else besides coming up with a “great new 
tune” they’ve written, or they’re just lazy and they don't 


around in the basement or gym. Tornado time was time 
to fuck around and have a good time and nd deal with 
school, and I really liked that. I was also really awed by 
the uncertainty^ whether or not your house was going 
to be totally destroyed. I saw one tornado a block or two 
from my house in Kansas City, and as a kid I looked at 
it going, “Holy shit this is Wizard d Oz," and at the same 
time you realize, “This could be the end." 

So It has to do with something that's "greater than 
you." 

Dan: Yeah, yeah. One of the few things humans have 
no control over is natural disasters, and I think natural 
disasters are one of the most awesome things in the 
whole world. The loss of life is terrible but at the same 
time it’s about time that this planet and the things that 
make up this planet get their kick in and try to equalize 
what’s going with this planet and our destruction of it. 
Some bands' lyrics are pretty vague while others 
like Discharge are pretty straightforward — War Is 
Naughty, etc. Jonestown's lyrics, at least to me, are 
pretty vague but In an Interesting way. What's 
appealing about your approach, especially since 
you 're pretty direct and active about your politics? 
Dan: There’s a woman who saw us this summer here 
and in New York and she’s really politically active, and 
she said one of the things she likes about Jonestown is 


bands. 

Dan: Well, there was a fifth member who more or less 
was the cause of a lot of internal strife. Since that 
person left things have been much easier. There’s still 
problems with personalities on tour. 

Joe: It’s nothing we can’t get over. 

Eric: It’s not that big a deal. 

Dan: I think the thing that helps the most is that since 
the other guitarist left, musically and lyrically what we do 
now we feel a lot more natural and confident with. 
How long have you been working with Integrating 
different musical Instruments Into your music; the 
trombone, the crazy harmonica shit, etc.? 

Dan: The trombone part came out of the other guitarist 
trying to play saxophone. He was really bad but he 
insisted on it. Out of fear of conflict and the band 
breaking up we let him do his thing, and it just sucked. 
Once he was out of the band, Joe was like, "Well, I play 
the trombone a little bit." 

Joe: I played coronet for a year in the school band. 
Eric: It’s also just part of the way we do things. We get 
restless and frustrated with the limitations of the bass- 
guitar-drums-vocals format and it makes it much more 
fun to experiment with other things. 

Geo: We do acoustic sets. It’s really open. There’s so 
much more music that can be music without following 



that we’re not ham-handed about our lyrics, pounding 
you over the head and saying, “Destroy the govern¬ 
ment!”, “Kill your boss!" For some people those things 
are so obvious, for some people they seem really 
strange and bizarre. These things can be said in more 
interesting and subtle ways, yet not so subtle that 
someone might think I’m singing about daffodils and 


any rules. 

Is that what the acoustic thing came out of, an 
attempt to break out of the same old styles? 

Eric: I think the first time we ever attempted it or were 
going to attempt it was when we were opening for the 
Sun City Girls, and we didn’t want to do our normal 
"rock" set before that band. Doing a rock set before the 
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Geo: Jonestown started as a five-piece, and all of us 
and the guitar player who’s no longer with us decided to 
start a label to release our own stuff on. As a result of 
that, we’ve put out our own stuff, in a limited capacity. 
Because of financial stuff, we’ve released one of our 
own singles and released two other singles with other 
bands. Our LP just came out and financially we just 
couldn’t afford to put it out by ourselves in all the 
available formats, so we worked with TCI and they 
funded a lot of the project. Idealistically, we would have 
loved to have done it ourselves, but realistically there 
was just no fucking way we could afford to do it our¬ 
selves financially. 



Geo: Right, but booking agencies will screw you over 
for money. 

Joe: Yeah. We’ll play more shows for more money by 
doing it ourselves. 

That’s funny because most people say It’s the other 
way around. 

Dan: We booked our first two tours ourselves. The first 
one went really well and we only had two singles out 
then. We managed to break even. We had a booking 
agency book the third tour and it was okay but there 
were a lot of problems. We’re booking this tour by 
ourselves. As far as the money thing goes, we’re not in 
to make money but at the same time we’re not out to get 
screwed from what we’ve worked for. It’s all such paltry 
amounts anyhow, but we don’t need to give some bozo 
$200 off the top to book the tour and then 15% from each 
show and then the phone bill and whatever else booking 
agencies charge you for. We don’t need to do that, just 
as we don’t need Joe Indie Label Man to put our records 
out for us. 

Eric: The main thing about DIY is that it’s totally do-able. 
If you can do it, why involve all these people like booking 
agents? What do booking agents do? They just make 
a couple of phone calls. You don’t need that, just like 
you don't need a sugar daddy to put out your records 
and give you anything for it. 

So basically they’re Just parasites. 

Eric: Basically they are. 

Dan: But that’s also due to people who call themselves 
musicians who are full of apathy when it comes to doing 
something else besides coming up with a “great new 
tune" they’ve written, or they’re just lazy and they don't 
want to deal with it. I think mostly it’s just laziness and 
apathy. 

Geo: We’ve done stuff both ways. We’ve put out 
singles on indie labels, C/Z and Sympathy, and basi¬ 
cally we got what we wanted out of those deals. The 
people were fair and ip front. There are good people 
who are putting out records, it just depends on how far 
you’re going to go with it. There are good business 
people who want to do business fairly, but for every one 
of those there are ten sharks... With booking agencies, 
it’s the same old fucking story, no matter how nice they 
are personally, politically, etc., they’re representing five 
to twenty bands, and how the hell is anyone going to 
represent every band’s interests equally? It’s just not a 
realistic approach to doing business. You’re conning 
these people into thinking you’re doing them a favor. 
Most people don’t really lump Jonestown with the 
“hardcore” genre, but you all seem pretty comfort¬ 
able playing those kinds of shows, hanging out with 
those kinds of people, etc. What’s appealing to you 
about the DIY punk scene? 

Dan: The first show I ever saw was REO Speedwagon 
and I thought that was pretty cool, but about six months 
later I saw Flipper and Naked Raygun and I about shit 
my pants. I started out going to punk shows, all-ages 
shows. After a while I started seeing more indie, noise- 
related stuff at bars, and I think after this past tour as far 
as Jonestown’s concerned, we’re making a definite 
effort to play more all-ages shows, the main reason 
being is there’s a lot more fucking energy... 

Geo: There’s also a lot more sense of community and 
involvement. 


that we’re not ham-handed about our lyrics, pounding 
you over the head and saying, “Destroy the govern¬ 
ment!", “Kill your boss!” For some people those things 
are so obvious, for some people they seem really 
strange and bizarre. These things can be said in more 
interesting and subtle ways, yet not so subtle that 
someone might think I’m singing about daffodils and 
green blades of grass. Consciously, I guess I do try no* 
to be ham-handed about anything political because it’s 
something that means a lot to me and something that 
I’m active in, but at the same time I don’t think it’s 
something I need to shove down anyone’s throat. 
There’s also a downside to that approach. When I 
read lyrics that are obscure to me, If It doesn’t 
punch me In the nose the first time I read them I 
don’t usually bother... What’s the story about your 
IRA grandfather in “Backbite?” 

Dan: That’s my great-grandfather, who was in the IRA 
around the time of the Easter Rebellion and the general 
uprisings around 1917. There were two groups in 
Ireland that were more or less fighting for the same 
thing. The two groups split because one wanted to 
make a treaty with England and grab themselves some 
home rule which still wouldn’t be total separation from 
England and there was another group in the IRA that 
said we’re going to get Ulster, we’re going to get 
everything, and we’re not going to sign the treaty. My 
great-grandfather was part of that group and he some¬ 
how got himself into hot water and his life was threat¬ 
ened, so as the lyrics said he was smuggled out of 
Ireland in a priest’s costume. My grandfather went with 
him, he was 12 or 13 at the time. They grew up as Irish 
immigrants here at a time when being an immigrant 
from Ireland was like being a Hmong or a Mexican now. 
Definitely looked down upon, definitely trod upon, defi¬ 
nitely shit on. My grandfather is one of the semi¬ 
success stories of capitalism who worked himself up 
from that background and beyond all the bigotry. He 
worked himself up in the telephone company in Chicago 


any rules. 

Is that what the acoustic thing came out of, an 
attempt to break out of the same old styles? 

Eric: I think the first time we ever attempted it or were 
going to attempt it was when we were opening for the 
Sun City Girls, and we didn’t want to do our normal 
"rock" set before that band. Doing a rock set before the 
Sun City Girts makes one look pretty stupid. We didn’t 
end up doing it for the Sun City Girls gig. We wanted to, 
but we didn’t get our shit together, so we played our rock 
set and looked stupid. But afterwards we started getting 
our shit together and working on it. I think a lot of it too 
is the bands we like to listen to fuck around with their 
music, like Sun City Girts or The Ex or any number of 
bands. 

Dan: As far as acoustic music is concerned, it has been 
much-aligned—and for very good reasons—because 
of all the fucking lame-ass folk artists and even the “anti¬ 
folk” artists in New York City. But when you come right 
down to it, punk rock has only been around a few 
decades and folk music is, it’s the original punk rock, it’s 
the original protest music. It’s the original “Fuck you” - 
bang a drum - “Fuck you” -bang a drum - “I’m not gonna 
dig your hole.” For hundreds and hundreds of years it 
been the music to tell someone to fuck off to, especially 
the powers that be. There are certain roots of folk that 
are totally valid, even though many people have strung 
them into boringness. That’s why we want to play 
acoustic music. We think we can play acoustic music 
that moves and that can be not pretty and can have 
rhythm and power and angry lyrics and emotion. 

With our acoustic stuff, the covers we do are folk 
songs that definitely say “fuck you.” We do a song 
called “Sam Hall” that’s about an unrepentant murderer 
who is a chimney sweep saying, “They say I murdered 
this guy, I didnt do it, I don’t care, fuck you. They’re 
going to hang me and there’s nothing I can do" It’s a 
great song and it’s not a sleepy dreamy strummy 
strummy thing, either. I love that shit. 







want to deal with it. I think mostly it’s just laziness and 
apathy. 

Geo: We’ve done stuff both ways. We’ve put out 
singles on indie labels, C/Z and Sympathy, and basi¬ 
cally we got what we wanted out of those deals. The 
people were fair and ip front. There are good people 
who are putting out records, it just depends on how far 
you’re going to go with it. There are good business 
people who want to do business fairly, but for every one 
of those there are ten sharks... With booking agencies, 
it’s the same old fucking story, no matter how nice they 
are personally, politically, etc., they’re representing five 
to twenty bands, and how the hell is anyone going to 
represent every band’s interests equally? It’s just not a 
realistic approach to doing business. You’re conning 
these people into thinking you’re doing them a favor. 
Most people don't really lump Jonestown with the 
“hardcore” genre, but you all seem pretty comfort- 
able playing those kinds of shows, hanging out with 
those kinds of people, etc. What’s appealing to you 
about the DIY punk scene? 

Dan: The first show I ever saw was REO Speedwagon 
and I thought that was pretty cool, but about six months 
later I saw Flipper and Naked Raygun and I about shit 
my pants. I started out going to punk shows, all-ages 
shows. After a while I started seeing more indie, noise- 
related stuff at bars, and I think after this past tour as far 
as Jonestown’s concerned, we’re making a definite 
effort to play more all-ages shows, the main reason 
being is there’s a lot more fucking energy... 

Geo: There’s also a lot more sense of community and 
involvement. 

That’s unusual cos most bands, after they’ve 
reached a certain point of “maturity, ”go on to the 21 
and over shows, and you’re making a deliberate 
attempt to go back to the all-ages shows, which I 
think Is cool. 

Dan: This sounds totally corny, but these are our roots, 
and so it’s logical. Plus, it’s proven to be a jillion times 
more fun and a jillion times less jaded. 

Do you try to find a balance? Obviously you ’re not 
going to ignore the bars but you’re definitely not 
going to Ignore the all-ages crowd, either. 

Dan: I don’t know about it being impossible, but it’s 
really difficult for us to book an entire tour and solely do 
all-ages shows. Like you said, we’re not lumped into the 
hardcore genre so nobody knows us from that, and at 
the same time there’s all that indie-rock bullshit, so we 
take as many all-ages shows as we can get. If we can’t, 
we’ll do a bar show. 

What’s the tornado tie-in to Jonestown’s music, 
lyrics, etc? 

Dan: The tie-in with tornadoes is from one song on the 
record, “Giant Sleeve." Hived in Kansas for eight years 
when I was a kid and we had tornadoes all the time. It 
was really great because we’d get out of school or if we 
didn’t get out of school we got out of class and got tofuck 


green blades of grass. Consciously, I guess I do try not 
to be ham-handed about anything political because it’s 
something that means a lot to me and something that 
I’m active in, but at the same time I don’t think it’s 
something I need to shove down anyone’s throat. 
There’s also a downside to that approach. When I 
read lyrics that are obscure to me, If It doesn’t 
punch me In the nose the first time I read them I 
don’t usually bother... What’s the story about your 
IRA grandfather In “Backbite?” 

Dan: That’s my great-grandfather, who was in the IRA 
around the time of the Easter Rebellion and the general 
uprisings around 1917. There were two groups in 
Ireland that were more or less fighting for the same 
thing. The two groups split because one wanted to 
make a treaty with England and grab themselves some 
home rule which still wouldn’t be total separation from 
England and there was another group in the IRA that 
said we’re going to get Ulster, we’re going to get 
everything, and we’re not going to sign the treaty. My 
great-grandfather was part of that group and he some¬ 
how got himself into hot water and his life was threat¬ 
ened, so as the lyrics said he was smuggled out of 
Ireland in a priest’s costume. My grandfather went with 
him, he was 12 or 13 at the time. They grew up as Irish 
immigrants here at a time when being an immigrant 
from Ireland was like being a Hmong or a Mexican now. 
Definitely looked down upon, definitely trod upon, defi¬ 
nitely shit on. My grandfather is one of the semi¬ 
success stories of capitalism who worked himself up 
from that background and beyond all the bigotry. He 
worked himself up in the telephone company in Chicago 
and he was a very powerful union leader but at the same 
time he was just a straight-out racist and bigot. So, on 
the one hand I really admire my grandfather for what he 
had to go through and what he did, but at the same time 
to this day I have to deal with this bullshit and the way 
he thinks. The song is not about the IRA at all, it’s about 
immigrants who come into this country and work them¬ 
selves up to a certain level and now they look at 
incoming irfimigrants or blacks and shit on them. 

What about “Hey Malcolm?” Is that Malcolm Forbes? 
Dan: Yeah, that’s about philanthropy and all the bullshit 
that surrounds it. People say, “Oh this is a kind 
millionaire because he’s setting up this foundation or 
he’s sending twenty kids to college." If that millionaire 
was in any way a real person, he would send a million 
kids to college, he would disown his fortune and give his 
money where it’s needed and not just throw around 
pennies. Malcolm Forbes said, “He who dies with the 
most toys wins." Fuck that. 

Eric: I’d be willing to bet that Malcolm Forbes never 
gave more to charity than he could write off on his taxes. 
How do you work out band politics? You’re going 
on your fourth tour, you’ve put out a lot of vinyl and 
you’re still together and can still sit together at the 
same table. That’s pretty impressive for a lot of 
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Sun City Girls makes one look pretty stupid. We didn’t 
end up doing it for the Sun City Girls gig. We wanted to, 
but we didn’t get our shit together, so we played our rock 
set and looked stupid. But afterwards we started getting 
our shit together and working on it. I think a tot of it too 
is the bands we like to listen to fuck around with their 
music, like Sun City Girls or The Ex or any number of 
bands. 

Dan: As far as acoustic music is concerned, it has been 
much-aligned—and for very good reasons—because 
of all the fucking lame-ass folk artists and even the “anti¬ 
folk" artists in New York City. But when you come right 
down to it, punk rock has only been around a few 
decades and folk music is, it’s the original punk rock, it’s 
the original protest music. It’s the original “Fuck you" - 
bang a drum - “Fuck you” -bang a drum - “I’m not gonna 
dig your hole." For hundreds and hundreds of years it 
been the music to tell someone to fuck off to, especially 
the powers that be. There are certain roots of folk that 
are totally valid, even though many people have strung 
them into boringness. That’s why we want to play 
acoustic music. We think we can play acoustic music 
that moves and that can be not pretty and can have 
rhythm and power and angry lyrics and emotion. 

With our acoustic stuff, the covers we do are folk 
songs that definitely say “fuck you." We do a song 
called “Sam Hall” that’s about an unrepentant murderer 
who is a chimney sweep saying, “They say I murdered 
this guy, I didn’t do it, I don’t care, fuck you. They’re 
going to hang me and there’s nothing I can do." It’s a 
great song and it’s not a sleepy dreamy strummy 
strummy thing, either. I love that shit. 

Have you ever thought about taking your acoustic 
set out In the streets spontaneously? When you do 
electric stuff you have to deal with amps and PA’s 
and clubs, whereas if you have an acoustic set you 
don’t have to deal with that, with booking shows, 
with promoters. It’s the ultimate way to do it your¬ 
self. Have you ever thought about doing that? 
Geo: Definitely. 

Dan: Originally, I thought the greatest asset to our 
having an acoustic set is that if we’re on tour and we’re 
low on cash and we have a tour, we can busk for money. 
We haven’t done that yet because we haven’t had to, 
but we can if we want to. On the last tour in Kalamazoo, 
Joe and I played banjo and guitar in a parking lot. 
Geo: It’s something that we can and will do in the future. 
Anything you want to conclude with? 

Dan: If you haven’t seen us live come and do cos it’s the 
shit. We haven’t recorded anything that approaches the 
live thing. 


Thank you Joe, Geo, Dan, and Eric. If you haven 1 
seen Jonestown live, definitely check them out next 
time they’re In your neighborhood, cos as Dan says, 
it’s the shit 
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available formats, so we worked with TCI and they 
funded a lot of the project. Idealistically, we would have 
loved to have done it ourselves, but realistically there 
was just no fucking way we could afford to do it our¬ 
selves financially. 
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then. We managed to break even. We had a booking 
agency book the third tour and it was okay but there 
were a lot of problems. We're booking this tour by 
ourselves. As far as the money thing goes, we’re not in 
to make money but at the same time we’re not out to get 
screwed from what we’ve worked for. It’s all such paltry 
amounts anyhow, but we don’t need to give some bozo 
$200 off the top to book the tour and then 15% from each 
show and then the phone bill and whatever else booking 
agencies charge you for. We don’t need to do that, just 
as we don’t need Joe Indie Label Man to put our records 
out for us. 

Eric: The main thing about DIY is that it’s totally do-able. 
If you can do it, why involve all these people like booking 
agents? What do booking agents do? They just make 
a couple of phone calls. You don’t need that, just like 
you dont need a sugar daddy to put out your records 
and give you anything for it. 

So basically they’re Just parasites. 

Eric: Basically they are. 

Dan: But that’s also due to people who call themselves 
musicians who are full of apathy when it comes to doing 
something else besides coming up with a “great new 
tune” they’ve written, or they’re just lazy and they donl 
want to deal with it. I think mostly it’s just laziness and 
apathy. 

Geo: We’ve done stuff both ways. We’ve put out 
singles on indie labels, C/Z and Sympathy, and basi¬ 
cally we got what we wanted out of those deals. The 
people were fair and up front. There are good people 
who are putting out records, it just depends on’how far 
you’re going to go with it. There are good business 
people who want to do business fairly, but for every one 
of those there are ten sharks... With booking agencies, 
it’s the same old fucking story, no matter how nice they 
are personally, politically, etc., they’re representing five 
to twenty bands, and how the hell is anyone going to 
represent every band’s interests equally? It’s just not a 
realistic approach to doing business. You’re conning 
these people into thinking you’re doing them a favor. 
Most people don’t really lump Jonestown with the 
“hardcore’’genre, but you all seem pretty comfort¬ 
able playing those kinds of shows, hanging out with 
those kinds of people, etc. What’s appealing to you 
about the DIY punk scene? 

Dan: The first show I ever saw was REO Speedwagon 
and I thought that was pretty cool, but about six months 
later I saw Flipper and Naked Raygun and I about shit 
my pants. I started out going to punk shows, all-ages 
shows. After a while I started seeing more indie, noise- 
related stuff at bars, and I think after this past tour as far 
as Jonestown’s concerned, we’re making a definite 
effort to play more all-ages shows, the main reason 
being is there’s a lot more fucking energy... 

Geo: There’s also a lot more sense of community and 
involvement. 

That’s unusual cos most bands, after they’ve 
reached a certain point of “maturity, ”go on to the 21 
and over shows, and you’re making a deliberate 
attempt to go back to the all-ages shows, which I 
think is cool. 

Dan: This sounds totally corny, but these are our roots, 
and so it’s logical. Plus, it’s proven to be a jillion times 
more fun and a jillion times less jaded. 

Do you try to find a balance? Obviously you ’re not 
going to ignore the bars but you’re definitely not 
going to Ignore the all-ages crowd, either. 

Dan: I don't know about it being impossible, but it's 
really difficult for us to book an entire tour and solely do 
all-ages shows. Like you said, we’re not lumped into the 
hardcore genre so nobody knows us from that, and at 
the same time there’s all that indie-rock bullshit, so we 
take as many all-ages shows as we can get. If we can’t, 
we’ll do a bar show. 

What’s the tornado tie-in to Jonestown’s music, 
lyrics, etc? 

Dan: The tie-in with tornadoes is from one song on the 
record, “Giant Sleeve." Hived in Kansas for eight years 
when I was a kid and we had tornadoes all the time. It 
was really great because we’d get out of school or if we 
didn’t get out of school we got out of class and got to fuck 
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gave more to charity than he could write off on his taxes. 
How do you work out band politics ? You ’re going ^ 
on your fourth tour, you’ve put out a lot of vinyl and s 

you ’re still together and can still sit together at the i 

same table. That’s pretty Impressive for a lot of } 
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ARM YOUR DESIRES 


Although not very well known in the States, this band 
has been making a name for themselves in the UK in 
the past few months. Picking up where Generic and 
Pleasant Valley Children left off, they are trying to 
bring a fresh, energetic spirit back into the somewhat 
stale UK HC scene. This particular conversation was 
held in Berlin during the Oi Polloi/One By One Euro¬ 
pean tour by Y(2)hoo. 

PE: Let's start off with a question about the name. 
I think it’s pretty unusual for a British band; It 
sounds more I ike an American straightedge type 
thing. You obviously have a lot more to say than 
bands in that genre, so it makes me wonder 
whether you Just picked the name out of the blue. 
S: I did want to have a name with a strong meaning 
and everything, but since we had already done so 
many gigs without a name, we were running short on 
time and had to make a choice. It’s actually taken from 
a song title by the American band Ripper and they’re 
not straight edge at all. Their song basically deals with 
the erosion of different aspects of society, so I guess 
there is a philosophical meaning even though the 
name might sound really generic and meaningless. 
PE: Does that concept have anything to do with 
the goals of the band? 


S: Well, the cover drawing on the coming LP has a 
load of these world leaders, business types, priests, 
judges and all the other scum on this world and there 
is this kid with a huge gun and he's about to blow them 
away and all it says on the top is “One By One.” 

M: I think we should have included one of those 
stereotypical Sid Vidous/Exploited type “punks” wear¬ 
ing a swastika t-shirt. I wouldn’t mind if a couple of 
those get blown away too! HaHa! 

PE: Following up on what you have Just said, do 
you want to consciously get away from the tradi¬ 
tional British punk Image, with your name and 
everything else? 

S: Well, I think you should fight bullshit in whatever 
spectrum or scene - or whatever you want to call it - 
you are in. I think the bubblegum punks are less of a 
problem now as compared to a few years back, but 
they are still more of a hindrance than a help in what 
we want to achieve. In every movement there are 
some idiots who are just into it for the fashion and I 
think there should be more criticism of that attitude in 
the punk scene. 

M: We’ve seen a lot of trends come and go and so 
many people will just follow whatever is trendy at the 
time. I think we are somewhat older than most people 
who are around now, so we have noticed that these 
trends tend to come and go in cycles. At one time it 
was Crass and all those types of bands, then it was 
metal and now it’s American hardcore. I hope that 
Americans won’t be doing the same mistakes as what 
has happened here. 

S: As far as I understand, there are a lot of people in 
the states now who are totally into bands like Amebix 
and Antisect. I am not saying that is wrong, I am 
aware that many mean well and are sincere, but I just 
hope that people are into it for the attitude and the 
message and not because it’s the latest trend. 

PE: You seem to ironically have quite a lot of 
influence from American hardcore, at least more 
than most British bands. 

M: Well, I don’t want to put anybody down, but I feel 
that some British bands don’t try to do anything 
different, instead they seem to want to appeal to the 
lowest common denominator. I just wish bands from 
the UK would experiment more and branch out 
musically and not necessarily do what everyone 
expects them to. There are tons of Discharge type 
bands and unimaginative crustcore bands around 
and I would just like to see more people using their 
imagination. 

PE: But isn’t American Hardcore getting more 
and more popular in the UK right now? 

S: Well, I think about 5 years ago when the first 
American bands were touring in Europe and coming 
to the UK, it was really popular but in the last years it 
had been really overdone to the effect that people 
would only go to a gig if an American band played. I 
thinkithas gotten really saturated nowandis notreally 
as significant as it used to be. That “scene” is getting 
smaller. 

M: I would say that it is also getting diluted because 
there are so many mediocre bands from America 


touring in Europe now, whileacoupleofyearsagoyou 
could expect an American band that came to the UK 
to be a really worthwhile band. It’s easy to tour Europe 
if you are an American band and there has been a lot 
of unimaginative, boring stuff coming our way lately. 
In addition, America is a much richer country than the 
UK, so American bands can afford to tour on another 
continent while UK bands are just too poor to do that 
There are some bands who tour with specific adver¬ 
tisements that say that they are from the US, so 
people will come and apparently that is what gets 
certain people to come. I wish there wouldn’t be so 
many people just into the consumerist aspect of it. 
PE: Speaking of consumerism, the one thing that 
stuck In my mind about Generic, the band that 
both of you used to play In, was a record slogan 
that said, If you are going to waste a piece of 
plastic the least you can do is say something 
worthwhile. ” Do you think your 7” has enough 
meaning to make the waste worthwhile? 

S: Well, obviously itsnot a record that will change the 
world or anything, but it certainly matters a lot to us. 
M: I think there were some lyrical themes on that 
record which most bands would probably rather 
avoid, like how society exerts control over people’s 
identities by putting them into mental institutions and 
changing their personalities and basically fucking 
them over for life. One song on the 7" specifically 
covers how homosexuality is dealt with in that way 
and I don’t think that too many bands would talk about 
a subject like that 

S: Homophobia is a pretty new word in the scene. 
Everybody would always go on about racism, sexism, 
animal rights and so on, but homophobia seemed to 
be something that was never really talked about or 
dealt with. There have always been bands-and not 
only punk bands-singing about how war is bad and 
that is really accepted but there are other themes. 
PE: Do you make it a point to go beyond those 
stereotypical punk lyrics about war, animal rights, 
cops,eta ? 

M: I would never do an outright anti-war song. It’s not 
that I am against bands who do that, although I do 
hope that all of them are sincere about it and not just 
writing those type of lyrics because it's a punk thing to 
do. I would rather try to find a new angle on the subject 
to make it more interesting and less cliche. I hope we 
don’t sound arrogant but we are pretty old by now and 
getting slightly bored with how certain subjects are 
dealt with. It just seems so one dimensional at times, 
I would like to go beyond that. 

S: We are not putting down younger bands who prefer 
to do simpler lyrics. I think for us, it is a matter of 
progression without losing our ideals. I actually think 
there is nothing wrong with some of these simpler type 
lyrics. 

PE: So what areyourpersonal reasons forspend¬ 
ing time and money on being in the band? 

S: Well, I think we have to admit that we do like the 
musical side of it, making records, playing gigs and all 
that, but I guess it’s also an important aspect that we 
are supporting the DIY scene and not just using it as 


a stepping stone for a contract with a major label. 
PE: Would you agree that the DiY aspect Is realty 
the most Important part of punk and sets It apart 
from other musical styles, like metal or whatever? 
S: Yeah, there are metal bands who have good lyrics 
but they personally don’t say much to me because 
most of those bands are on major labels which are 
owned by multi-national corporations. It does make 
anti-war sentiments in the songs seem a bit silly, but 
I guess bands like Me tallica are coming across to 
some people on a political level although I am very 
suspicious because it seems to get lost in the impor¬ 
tance of the music itself. 

M: Coming back to why we are in the band: as far as 
I am concerned, it is just the logical progression from 
whatldidin Generic. It is perhaps more articulate and 
better done. We are singing about different subjects 
like homophobia instead of the direct political themes 
we did on the Generic "For a Free and Liberated 
South Africa" T. Our ideas haven’t changed but we 
are looking at them from another angle. 

A: I think thematically we are definitely not 
banctovagoning. We don’t take the direct political 
approach of most bands. The 7" doesn’t cover any 
trendy subjects; those themes are very personal and 
very intense. Just because we are not sloganeering 
doesn’t mean that it’s any less political. All the mem¬ 
bers are intensely political individuals. Through the 
more personal angle we make people feel a bit less 
safe. I wasn’t in Generic but I bought their 7" and in a 
sense it was politically correct to agree with it, espe¬ 
cially because it was about a far away place and it 
didn't directly concern you. 

M: I got a lot of shit from punks because of the 
comments I made on the Generic/Electro Hippies 
split 12" about macho dancing and excessive drinking 
at gigs. That was a subject that personally touched a 
lot of people, it was a challenge to their accepted way 
of thinking. With One By One, I want to combine the 
personally challenging things from the split 12" with 
the politics of the first Generic T. 

S: Unfortunately, it seems like at the moment there is 
a definite separation going on with bands who are 
covering political subjects with very few personal 
involvement and then you have bands who only do 
personal stuff about their friends stabbing them in the 
back and stuff like that It should be combined to make 
it more challenging for everybody. 

A: Anything that you do in your life is political. Personal 
and political things are indivisibly connected. You 
can’t just be political and not personal or other way 
around. 

One by One have a 7" ep out on their own label, Flat 
Earth Records and an Lp coming on Words on 
Warning Records in the near future, write them at: Box 
Rat Earth / 52 Call Lane / Leeds / LS16DT / England 
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Nowhere else is fanzine culture given a subver¬ 
sive legitimacy than in the pages of the dozens of 
queer, punk-oriented fanzines that have popped- 
up over the last few years. Circle-jerking the 
attitude of punk, the frustrations and humor of a 
queer existence and the do-it-yourself spirit of the 
fanzine world, these rags have given a breath of 
fresh air to this country’s multitude of underground 
communities. With the correspondences created 
and the two queer fanzine conventions (Spew 1 
and 2, held respectively in Chicago and L.A. - get 
the new Bundle of Sticks lor a full report of Spew 
2,) queer zines have opened up new sexual hori¬ 
zons for punks and fanzine editors while also 
giving queers who are tired of the gay disco scene 
a new outlet for venting their frustrations and 
desires. And now everyday there’s a new dyke or 
fag sitting in front of a typewriter ranting and raving 
onto paper while listening to such homocore bands 
as FIFTH COLUMN or TRIBE 8 and skating down 
to the nearest copy shop in hopeful anticipation 
that their efforts will somehow keep them or some¬ 
one else sane in this heterosexist pool of muck. 

Editors of two of the grooviest queer publications 
around just happen to live in Minneapolis (not 
surprising considering there’s at least fifteen zines 
printed in South Minneapolis, alone) and one day 
we all got together to chit-chat. Teg publishes 
Bundle of Sticks, an in-your-face queer zine with 
some of the most inciting, insightful writing around. 
Karen Platt is a local comic artist who self-pub- 
lishes hir own comic book, Dolo Romy, and hir 
collaborative art zine, Oubliette. Shi is also in¬ 
volved with various art endeavors here within 
Minneapolis. So, yeah, like I said we got together 
to chit-chat... 

Criterion: Let’s start with how the two of you 
became involved with doing fanzines and how that 
evolved. 

Karen: I studied with an alternative cartoonist, but 
he’s getting more mainstream now: Charlie Burns. 
That’s when I started cartooning. He sort of shaped 
my idea of how much you can explore with car¬ 
toons and how they don’t have to be... you know, 
Ninja Turtles! .So my niche couldn’t be the main¬ 
stream market with what I was doing and my first 
book was primarily for lesbians, so I went the 
underground route. I went through Factsheet Five 
and sending out my books to a lot of underground 
magazines to get free press. I also ended up 
getting some major distributors carrying the book, 
because young, straight, white males like to see 


technology has been helpful as evidenced by this 
whole phenomena. Do you see all of this as just 
being a short-lived phenomena or do you think the 
number of underground publications in this vein 
will continue to grow? 

Karen: It’s part of a larger thing that’s happening 
even in mainstream culture of media access being 
opened up to everyone. Like public access tele¬ 
vision or filming your own home pom movies and 
selling them to everyone at the local... whatever. 
Everyone wants to be in print or be on television. 
It’s good that communication is opening up and 
more people can be heard, but I think at some 
point you’ll see a backlash where some rules will 
be imposed to contain all of these grassroots 
vocalizations. 

Teg: You already see it in computer networks. 
The government is starting to gain control and 
pass regulations in a realm which, up to now, has 
been totally unregulated. They’re beginning to 
take notice of these national and international 
computer nets and they want a piece of the action.. 
Tom Jennings from Homocore personally set up 
Fidonet, a network with over 1500 members world¬ 
wide - it’s incredible. One more thing I’d like to say 
in regards to this whole phenomena idea. I really 
like the fact that everyone wants to get involved, 
but it seems to be getting more imitative. I’d like to 
see more people stretch the limits and keep doing 
new things. There’s a lot of incredible minds out 
there who are doing things and I think another 
thing you’ll see soon is more collaborative efforts 
among all of these incredible minds. We don’t 
have to work alone, we can work together. 

Karen: There’s more power in that, too. The zines 


sexuality into everything. How do you approach 
sexuality on a level where you can portray your 
sexuality and your hang-ups to a general reading 
public who are going to digest this. 

Teg: Well, we have a policy on Bundle of Sticks 
that we won’t deal with sexual matters at all - 
they’re inappropriate for publication! (General ha- 
ha’s from all) 

Karen: Your’s [to Teg] is more sexual and wide 
open than mine is. Mine’s semi-conservative, I 
think. Even though I caught a lot of flack because 
Romy had multiple partners. Somehow that was 
seen as a bad thing despite the fact that they were 
all consenting relationships. I actually think that 
I’m sexually conservative and a lot of that comes 
through in what I do. I don’t get how people don’t 
get that - most people assume that I’m totally wild. 
When I look at other lesbian zines I’m shocked in 
their male approach to sexuality, not that that’s 
bad. I'm socialized in such a way that I’m sur¬ 
prised by their frankness and candor and the 
things they’re willing to say about themselves and 
their sexual practices. I try to keep quite a bit of 
myself actually out of it and maybe leave people 
wondering where I stand. Sex is power. But in 
your’s (to Teg) especially it seems really political 
- like it’s a revolutionary act. 

Teg: I don’t know if it’s a hidden agenda, but it’s a 
definite agenda with what I do with sexuality in my 
zine. Basically what I want to do is challenge 
people’s notions and I find that sex is the place 
where people can be as free-spirited, free-think¬ 
ing aboutany number of issues, butwhen it comes 
to their sexuality, they’re usually pretty polarized 
and that leaves things pretty static and stationary. 


border drawn between anti- and pro-supporters 
within the Minneapolis anarchist community and 
I’ve always run into a brick wall when talking about 
it, because I’ve never seen it as being a dualistic, 
good/bad issue. And no matter how one per¬ 
ceives S/M, it’s presence is definitely felt in the 
whole queer zine world, as well as the whole world 
of punk - from piercings to tattoos to fashion and 
even in the whole punk attitude. The question I 
want to pose is whether you two see S/M as being 
a subversive element if it still plays into main¬ 
stream power structures. Also, how do you feel 
about portraying or even objectifying people graphi¬ 
cally in your magazines? 

Karen: I don’t think I objectify people in my books. 

I try to make them always subjects - really recipro¬ 
cal, sexually. I haven’t even touched upon S/M 
issues in my zine. I know in my bimonthly strip for 
The Gaze newspaper I’ve touched on that and 
made fun of it because of some encounters I’ve 
had with people a long time ago or stories I’ve 
heard. I think sex is funny, anyway. In sexual 
encounters, I’m always amused at some point. 
And S/M is ripe fodder for humor and I think it’s 
also away of exploring it comfortably for myself, as 
far as writing about it and also for my readers. 
Rebecca Holmberg, who does the sex toy parties 
locally -1 interviewed hir and, using material from 
the interviews, I started putting hir into my strip. I 
don’t always agree with all of hir viewpoints, but a 
lot of the things shi does at these parties is give 
safe sex information and talk about safe ways to 
have S/M sex, because there’s a lot of misinforma¬ 
tion out there. So, in that way I try to explore it and 
not judge it, but give some good information. 

For me, somebody being dominant over another 
or somebody being submissive, between con¬ 
senting adults, I think it’s great. But I also wonder 
if there’s not a psychological mindset of their own 
that they’re exploiting. I see a lot hardcore dykes 
who look like their big brother and are really 
masculine with their lover and I’m not sure that’s 
bad, either... or to role-play or strap on a dildo or 
whatever. I always wonder about people’s psy¬ 
chological mindset - if it’s healthy or not. 

Criterion: And who determines that... 

Karen: I don’t want to determine that for some¬ 
one... 

Teg: I’m thinking about what you said about 
objectifying a subject. And I’m thinking that I’ve 
run one photograph of an S/M type situation. The 
rest have been cartoon-like drawings, not neces¬ 
sarily realistic drawings. Yeah, and I guess I am 
guilty of objectifying things and turning them into 
an image for the sake of the power that image has 
to affect and disturb people. I’ve never considered 
it along the lines of actually making a human being 
into an object, so I can see where there is some 
grey area and that's something to reconsider. 
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one else sane in this heterosexist pool of muck. 

Editors of two of the grooviest queer publications 
around just happen to live in Minneapolis (not 
surprising considering there’s at least fifteen zines 
printed in South Minneapolis, alone) and one day 
we all got together to chit-chat. Teg publishes 
Bundle of Sticks , an in-your-face queer zine with 
some of the most inciting, insightful writing around. 
Karen Platt is a local comic artist who self-pub- 
lishes hir own comic book, Dolo Romy, and hir 
collaborative art zine, Oubliette . Shi is also in¬ 
volved with various art endeavors here within 
Minneapolis. So, yeah, like I said we got together 
to chit-chat... 

Criterion: Let’s start with how the two of you 
became involved with doing fanzines and how that 
evolved. 

Karen: I studied with an alternative cartoonist, but 
he’s getting more mainstream now: Charlie Burns. 
That’s when I started cartooning. He sort of shaped 
my idea of how much you can explore with car¬ 
toons and how they don’t have to be... you know, 
Ninja Turtles! .So my niche couldn’t be the main¬ 
stream market with what I was doing and my first 
book was primarily for lesbians, so I went the 
underground route. I went through Factsheet Five 
and sending out my books to a lot of underground 
magazines to get free press. I also ended up 
getting some major distributors carrying the book, 
because young, straight, white males like to see 
naked wimmin doing it. That’s how I got into it and 
started reading other people’s work, as well. 

Teg: I was always a shameless consumer of 
zines. Nothing ever inspired me, except that once 
in awhile I'd do a one-shot only type thing to make 
fun of people - lampooning. Then J.D.’s and 
Homocore came out and that was probably a big 
event in my life, because finally someone was 
talking to me and saying things that I’d been 
thinking. After being a shameless consumer of 
those two publications 1 decided I could do it, too. 
Criterion: There seemed to be a big turn-around 
after those zines came out. I’ve been wondering 
how much things have really changed. I mean, 
even mainstream queer culture is fairly under¬ 
ground and I’ve been wondering if that punk 
attitude was already inherent in queer culture, if 
things have changed in queer culture in the last 
few years... or if that attitude was always present. 
Teg: It’s funny because I was living in Los Angeles 
in 1979 when the whole hardcore thing really 
exploded out there. I have this theory that punk 
has its roots in a queer culture just from what I 
observed out on the West Coast, like the dress 
they adopted, the first people involved in that kind 
of a lifestyle... in that whole phenomenon. Then 
somehow it evolved into what we know as punk, so 
right now I think it’s only fitting that it comes full 
circle again. Now we take it from there, so I can 
relate to what you’re saying. 

Criterion: How do you see queer culture in the 


Tom Jennings from Homocore personally set up 
Fidonet, a network with over 1500 members world¬ 
wide - it’s incredible. One more thing I’d like to say 
in regards to this whole phenomena idea. I really 
like the fact that everyone wants to get involved, 
but it seems to be getting more imitative. I’d like to 
see more people stretch the limits and keep doing 
new things. There’s a lot of incredible minds out 
there who are doing things and I think another 
thing you’ll see soon is more collaborative efforts 
among all of these incredible minds. We don’t 
have to work alone, we can work together. 
Karen: There’s more power in that, too. The zines 


of Sticks - it’s intelligently written and when you 
look at it, it doesn’t bore you. A lot of zines start to 
bore me because they’re all the same and there’s 
a certain pretense about it and it’s really not saying 
much. But your’s [to Teg] is a dialogue, for the 
same reason I like Carrie’s zine [Little Skulls Bay- 
bee]. Her zine is always a dialogue - she asks 
questions and everyone has a voice in it and is 
answering these questions. Those type of zines 
really stand out. 

Criterion: I think the quality of queer zines is much 
better than any other genre of underground pub¬ 
lication, too. The internal and external oppres¬ 
sions most queers face seem to add to the 
publication’s personality. I even know a lot of 
straight punks who will read queer zines just 
because they’re more intriguing. 

Karen: I think there needs to be more interaction, 
especially among alternative cultures. Like you 
just mentioned - between straight punks and 
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their sexual practices. I try to keep quite a bit of 
myself actually out of it and maybe leave people 
wondering where I stand. Sex is power. But in 
your’s (to Teg) especially it seems really political 
- like it’s a revolutionary act. 

Teg: I don’t know if it’s a hidden agenda, but it’s a 
definite agenda with what I do with sexuality in my 
zine. Basically what I want to do is challenge 
people’s notions and I find that sex is the place 
where people can be as free-spirited, free-think¬ 
ing aboutany number of issues, butwhen it comes 
to their sexuality, they’re usually pretty polarized 
and that leaves things pretty static and stationary. 


things and they don’t budge, sometimes for their 
whole lives. Believe it or not, I'm actually fairly 
conservative sexually, as well, but I constantly try 
to examine myself. That’s all I want other people 
to do with the stuff that I write is to do the same 
thing: confront themselves and know what it is 
they’re doing, because sex is power and if people 
aren’t making use of that power, they’re wasting it. 
Criterion: It seems to be an easy way to get 
through to people, especially in this society where 
most people have such a narrow perspective on 
their sexuality, like it’s not connected to the rest of 
their life - it’s this separate entity that’s only in their 
bed at certain times. 

Teg: I read this thing by Robert Anton Wilson once 
and he says that we always look at people in two 
different ways: whether or not we could beat them 
up if we had to and whether or not we’d like to sleep 
with them. And in answering those two questions 
that determines how we respond to everyone we 
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locally -1 interviewed hir and, using material from 
the interviews, I started putting hir into my strip. I 
don’t always agree with all of hir viewpoints, but a 
lot of the things shi does at these parties is give 
safe sex information and talk about safe ways to 
have S/M sex, because there’s a lot of misinforma¬ 
tion out there. So, in that way I try to explore it and 
not judge it, but give some good information. 

For me, somebody being dominant over another 
or somebody being submissive, between con¬ 
senting adults, I think it’s great. But I also wonder 
if there’s not a psychological mindset of their own 
that they’re exploiting. I see a lot hardcore dykes 
who look like their big brother and are really 
masculine with their lover and I’m not sure that’s 
bad, either... or to role-play or strap on a dildo or 
whatever. I always wonder about people’s psy¬ 
chological mindset - if it’s healthy or not. 
Criterion: And who determines that... 

Karen: I don’t want to determine that for some¬ 
one... 

Teg: I’m thinking about what you said about 
objectifying a subject. And I’m thinking that I’ve 
run one photograph of an S/M type situation. The 
rest have been cartoon-like drawings, not neces¬ 
sarily realistic drawings. Yeah, and I guess I am 
guilty of objectifying things and turning them into 
an image for the sake of the power that image has 
to affect and disturb people. I’ve never considered 
it along the lines of actually making a human being 
into an object, so I can see where there is some 
grey area and that’s something to reconsider. 
Personally, I have problems with S/M when people 
practice it for utter need, when the only way they 
can get off is to be this dominant or submissive 
person. I personally have problems with it then. 
However, as a tool, as a way of playing, as a way 
of experimenting, experiencing different roles with 
what it means to be dominant and what it means 
to be submissive between consenting adults, I 
don't know that I would have any problem with 
that. For me personally, from my experience, I 
don’t trust anyone [agreeing nods abound]. I do 
however, value pain as a tool for self-transforma¬ 
tion and a tool to alter states of consciousness. 
I’ve participated in Native American sun dances, 
vision quests and various rituals and magickal 
disciplines where pain plays a part. For people not 
involved in those types of disciplines, I can only tell 
you that from my own experience, pain is a way of 
altering your state of consciousness. Anyone who 
has had an illness or has been in a lot of pain for 
a long period of time knows that and if they’ve 
gone through that without medication to help them 
over it, they know that it drives you crazy. And 
that’s not always a bad thing - to be driven crazy. 
Pain is not always something we need to escape. 
Somehow we have this mindset that pain is bad, 
absence of pain is good. I don’t necessarily think 
that’s true. Pain signals growth and there is no 
growth without experiencing pain. So S/M is really 
not what I'm all about or what my zine is all about. 
It’s about challenging people’s notions of morality, 
right and wrong, their own values and how they 
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started reading other people's work, as well. 
Teg: I was always a shameless consumer of 
zines. Nothing ever inspired me, except that once 
in awhile I'd do a one-shot only type thing to make 
fun of people - lampooning. Then J.D.’s and 
Homocore came out and that was probably a big 
event in my life, because finally someone was 
talking to me and saying things that I’d been 
thinking. After being a shameless consumer of 
those two publications \ decided I could do it, too. 
Criterion: There seemed to be a big turn-around 
after those zines came out. I've been wondering 
how much things have really changed. I mean, 
even mainstream queer culture is fairly under¬ 
ground and I've been wondering if that punk 
attitude was already inherent in queer culture, if 
things have changed in queer culture in the last 
few years... or if that attitude was always present. 
Teg: It's funny because I was living in Los Angeles 
in 1979 when the whole hardcore thing really 
exploded out there. I have this theory that punk 
has its roots in a queer culture just from what I 
observed out on the West Coast, like the dress 
they adopted, the first people involved in that kind 
of a lifestyle... in that whole phenomenon. Then 
somehow it evolved into what we know as punk, so 
right now I think it’s only fitting that it comes full 
circle again. Now we take it from there, so I can 
relate to what you’re saying. 

Criterion: How do you see queer culture in the 
nineties. Do you think the homopunk zines and 
bands have made an impact on the queer commu¬ 
nity? 

Karen: I think the vocalness of the alternative 
queer scene is creating recognition among younger 
gay people that they don’t have to fit into certain 
heterosexual and homosexual stereotypes of what 
a homosexual person is. I think it’s really liberat¬ 
ing. And they don’t have to fit into any anti-gay 
stereotype of acting or looking really heterosexual 
and being into that groove and being homosexual 
to be accepted by another portion of queer culture. 

I think it opens up possibilities. And the more you 
see the alternative gay culture, punk, queer zines... 
those type of people getting media attention and 
becoming more vocal, the more you’ll see gay 
culture open up and influence everything. 
Criterion : This entire queer zine thing really seems 
like a phenomena to me. I mean, right now there’s 
probably over a hundred of these zines compared 
to just a couple a few years ago when there was 
just a few. And even compared to a few years ago, 
technology has gotten much more accessible. 
There’s copy shops on every corner, there’s fax 
machines... the list is endless. And obviously this 



that are good really stand out, though. Like Bundle 

of Sticks - it’s intelligently written and when you 
look at it, it doesn’t bore you. A lot of zines start to 
bore me because they’re all the same and there’s 
a certain pretense about it and it's really not saying 
much. But you^s [to Teg] is a dialogue, for the 
same reason I like Carrie’s zine [Little Skulls Bay- 
bee]. Her zine is always a dialogue - she asks 
questions and everyone has a voice in it and is 
answering these questions. Those type of zines 
really stand out. 

Criterion: I think the quality of queer zines is much 
better than any other genre of underground pub¬ 
lication, too. The internal and external oppres¬ 
sions most queers face seem to add to the 
publication’s personality. I even know a lot of 
straight punks who will read queer zines just 
because they’re more intriguing. 

Karen: I think there needs to be more interaction, 
especially among alternative cultures. Like you 
just mentioned - between straight punks and 
queers. It would be nice to see those things 
become more collaborative and broaden people’s 
perspectives of one another. 

Teg: I think that the best queer zines are the ones 
that have a broader range of experience. They 
have more of a crossover - more connections with 
other communities, like the punk community or the 
gay community and not just the zine community. 
Karen: It’s like with good music or good writing, 
there’s layers and people who make good music 
or writing are made up of many layers - they’re not 
so one-dimensional. 

Criterion: A big part of most queer zines seems to 
be sexuality and integrating that part of the editor’s 
life into everything else. The sexuality aspect 
always seems to shine through. It’s a main focus 
of a lot of these zines. I thinkthat’s mainly because 
these people have "come out" on paper to a lot of 
people. How do you two like to portray sexuality? 
In Dolo Romy, there was this whole concept of an 
underground femayl city where an oppressive 
hierarchy was still present and sexuality seemed 
to be a big focus in the storyline. In Bundle of 
Sticks, there are a lot of different people’s per¬ 
spectives on things, but you (Teg) still seem to tie 
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things and they don’t budge, sometimes for their 
whole lives. Believe it or not, I’m actually fairly 
conservative sexualjy, as well, but I constantly try 
to examine myself. That’s all I want other people 
to do with the stuff that I write is to do the same 
thing: confront themselves and know what it is 
they’re doing, because sex is power and if people 
aren’t making use of that power, they're wasting it. 
Criterion: It seems to be an easy way to get 
through to people, especially in this society where 
most people have such a narrow perspective on 
their sexuality, like it’s not connected to the rest of 
their life - it’s this separate entity that’s only in their 
bed at certain times. 

Teg: I read this thing by Robert Anton Wilson once 
and he says that we always look at people in two 
different ways: whether or not we could beat them 
up if we had to and whether or not we’d like to sleep 
with them. And in answering those two questions 
that determines how we respond to everyone we 
come in contact with. I do think that people are 
sexual all of the time. Like you say, jt becomes too 
compartmentalized and people don’t realize that 
they’re sexual all the time. What they do in their 
bedroom and in bed, the hang-ups they have there 
are the same ones they have in their daily life and 
I think it’s a good place to start when you’re talking 
about self-transformation, because that’s sup¬ 
posed to be the center of intimacy and it usually 
isn’t for a lot of people. It’s usually the time where 
they do the most role-playing and game-playing 
and the most non-thinking, non-aware, non-present 
type of behavior goes on. 

Karen: I think all of the candor in the queer zines 
allows people who read it, especially younger 
people, to see that they’re not weird or that it’s not 
something closeted or dirty or... something you do 
because it feels good, but you better not talk about 
it or express it. I think it’s healthy. I see a lot of 
queer zines as being sex-positive. 

Criterion: We could probably talk about porn and 
S/M issues for a week without leaving this table, 
but I’d still like to touch upon it. Mainly because 
they’re integrated into most queer zines in one 
way or another. Also because there’s a huge 


18 PUNKS AND SKINS... 


practice it for utter need, when the only way they 
can get off is to be this dominant or submissive 
person. I personally have problems with it then. 
However, as a tool, as a way of playing, as a way 
of experimenting, experiencing different roles with 
what it means to be dominant and what it means 
to be submissive between consenting adults, I 
don’t know that I would have any problem with 
that. For me personally, from my experience, I 
don’t trust anyone [agreeing nods abound]. I do 
however, value pain as a tool for self-transforma¬ 
tion and a tool to alter states of consciousness. 
I’ve participated in Native American sun dances, 
vision quests and various rituals and magickal 
disciplines where pain plays a part. For people not 
involved in those types of disciplines, I can only tell 
you that from my own experience, pain is a way of 
altering your state of consciousness. Anyone who 
has had an illness or has been in a lot of pain for 
a long period of time knows that and if they’ve 
gone through that without medication to help them 
over it, they know that it drives you crazy. And 
that’s not always a bad thing - to be driven crazy. 
Pain is not always something we need to escape. 
Somehow we have this mindset that pain is bad, 
absence of pain is good. I don’t necessarily think 
that’s true. Pain signals growth and there is no 
growth without experiencing pain. So S/M is really 
not what I’m all about or what my zine is all about. 
It’s about challenging people’s notions of morality, 
right and wrong, their own values and how they 
arrived at those values. I use images to try to 
challenge people. I kind of object to and resent 
having people single out that one aspect and say 
that’s what my zine all about, because I don’t know 
that it is. I mean, it’s such a minor aspect. 
Sexuality is the main focus point of my zine, but S/ 
M is not and anyone who thinks that it is is probably 
projecting some of their own shit onto it. 

Karen: I think that in both our work, I don’t see us 
as dictating a policy for people sexually. I think it’s 
open-ended, regardless of our own beliefs. In 
Oubliette, I have a heterosexual cartoon in there 
where the two heterosexual lovers end up burning 
themselves to death at the end of their sexual 
encounter which, personally, I wouldn’t do! 
Criterion: Along the same lines of using aspects 
of sexuality to challenge people, I’ve found that 
playing with androgyny is another way to play with 
people’s perspectives. 

Teg: When I first heard about you [to Criterion] I 
thought you were a womyn and even after reading 
your zine, I thought that. 

Criterion: Maybe we could touch upon bisexuality. 
The whole idea of bisexuality has become fairly 
fashionable in more, say, alternative circles and 
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from a punk standpoint, more queer issues are 
being brought up in punk zines and song lyrics. It 
seems like a lot of DeoDle’s minds are changed 


what you’re saying. Forme, it was not that way. It 
was more of an eye-opening type of thing. 
Criterion: I think that up until you come out or just 


really good sex with someone you don’t have a 
really good connection with. It’s just...boring. 
Teg: Now that's objectifying and it scares me that 


it wasn’t for sexual frustration, there wouldn’t be a 
single fanzine. 

Karen: Actually, I think that’s true. 
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from a punk standpoint, more queer issues are 
being brought up in punk zines and song lyrics. It 
seems like a lot of people’s minds are changed 
from this material. This is at least how I ended up 
being bisexual and it seems like the bisexual 
preference has made an upsurge lately. Do you 
think that queer zines and their portrayal of an 
alternative queer culture have had an influence on 
that? I mean, it seems to me that both straight and 
homosexual people can get a different perspec¬ 
tive from reading queer zines. 

Karen: Things feed off one another. Things are 
cyclical. I think the queer zines are probably 
feeling from the general population that people are 
becoming more open about their sexuality. And 
then those people are seeing the queer zines and 
thinking “ok, I see this possibility.” I don’t think a 
zine could ever influence you to become some¬ 
thing that you weren’t already. I have this personal 
theory that about 70% of the population are bi¬ 
sexual, from personal experience with men or 
wimmin. I think strictly homosexual people are in 
a minority. I get picked up more in First Avenue by 
wimmin than I do when I go to a gay bar. 

Teg: Yeah, I kinda think that every act that 
someone can commit, you too can commit. I find 
it really encouraging that people in alternative 
communities are finally waking up and figuring out 
that they have to go all the way in their life and sex 
is part of that. They can’t be p.c. about everything 
in their life and not be p.c. about their sexuality. 
Yet the thing I resent and would like to say on 
record is the people who say "Yeah, you’re cool, I 
wnnnn bo vour friend, 'cause it’s aav-friend week. 


what you’re saying. Forme, it was not that way. It 
was more of an eye-opening type of thing. 
Criterion: I think that up until you come out or just 
acknowledge your sexuality, sex is really 
disempowering. Its fun while it lasts, but beyond 
the encounter, it’s... irrelevant. 

Karen: I think a lot of people don’t think of their 
bodies as temples and I really think your body is a 
temple. And what you put into that, intellectually, 
physically... all of that’s important to nurture you 
and make you grow and become a whole person. 
A lot of people share their bodies with people who 
aren’t good for them. 

Teg: For a lot of people, sex is a “what?" instead 
of a “who?" It’s just incredible to me, especially in 
certain elements of the gay population, for whom 
promiscuity is no big deal - it seriously doesn’t 
matter to them who they have sex with, within 
some rough perimeters, as long as they have it at 
a certain interval or frequency. I’m not saying 
there’s a certain hierarchy of individuals, but for 
you, some people are better than others. For me, 
it’s so wrapped up in who it is that I couldn’t even 
begin to imagine just having this intimate encoun¬ 
ter with someone who I might not ever talk to again 
- like it was no big deal. 

Karen: I don’t understand, too, how you can have 


really good sex with someone you don’t have a 
really good connection with. It’s just...boring. 
Teg: Now that's objectifying and it scares me that 
that's a fairly normal encounter. 

Karen: And what’s most sexy is somebody with a 
good brain and how many people out there have 
a good brain!? 

Teg: Wanna shoot a percentage at us for that 
one!? 

Criterion: Loving oneself also ties into all of this. 
I feel that if there has ever been a time when 
people need to love themselves, it’s now. Queer 
zines have really seemed to grow out of a lot of 
sexual frustration. I perceive a large percentage 
of people in my generation as being really fucked, 
whether it’s dysfunctional families, drugs, con¬ 
sumerism... you name it. So rtiany people I meet 
seem totally uncaring about themselves. In Dolo 
Romy, the main character, Dolo, seems to be a 
really strong-willed individual who loves who shi is 
and [to Teg] in Bundle of Sticks, you have re¬ 
printed such items as tips on masturbation. Both 
of your works seem to have an underlying mes¬ 
sage of self-love, a topic which I’ve seen brought 
up more and more frequently. I remember we [T eg 
and I] were talking one night about the theory that 
zine culture grows out of sexual frustration and if 


it wasn’t for sexual frustration, there wouldn’t be a 
single fanzine. 

Karen: Actually, I think that’s true. 

Teg: How about expanding that to include artist 
expression?... 

Karen: But also wanting to communicate with 
others out there - Being young and queer and 
feeling like you’re all alone out there. Like through 
Dolo Romy I tried to create a communication and 
a fantasy for gay wimmin, because you can't go in 
a comic store and not find lesbian comics written 
by men for men. And I think on that broader topic 
on why everything’s so screwed up and why kids 
are so screwed up I think it’s because we’re living 
moreso than ever in our history a really self- 
centered existence [gee, perhaps a profane exist¬ 
ence?!] 

To contact Teg or get a copy of Bundle of Sticks 
($2 ppd.) write him at: 54 South 9th St., Suite #132 
/ Minneapolis, MN 55402. 

To contact Karen or get copies of Dolo Romy ($4 
ppd.) or Oubliette ($5 ppd.) wrire hir at: Dolo Blue 
Graphics / P.O.Box 80023 / Minneapolis, MN 
55408-8023 

All of these publications are also available at 
Mayday Books here in Minneapolis. 
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being brought up in punK zines ana song lyrics*. u 
seems like a lot of people’s minds are changed 
from this material. This is at least how I ended up 
being bisexual and it seems like the bisexual 
preference has made an upsurge lately. Do you 
think that queer zines and their portrayal of an 
alternative queer culture have had an influence on 
that? I mean, it seems to me that both straight and 
homosexual people can get a different perspec¬ 
tive from reading queer zines. 

Karen: Things feed off one another. Things are 
cyclical. I think the queer zines are probably 
feeling from the general population that people are 
becoming more open about their sexuality. And 
then those people are seeing the queer zines and 
thinking “ok, I see this possibility.” I don’t think a 
zine could ever influence you to become some¬ 
thing that you weren’t already. I have this personal 
theory that about 70% of the population are bi¬ 
sexual, from personal experience with men or 
wimmin. I think strictly homosexual people are in 
a minority. I get picked up more in First Avenue by 
wimmin than I do when I go to a gay bar. 

Teg: Yeah, I kinda think that every act that 
someone can commit, you too can commit. I find 
it really encouraging that people in alternative 
communities are finally waking up and figuring out 
that they have to go all the way in their life and sex 
is part of that. They can’t be p.c. about everything 
in their life and not be p.c. about their sexuality. 
Yet the thing I resent and would like to say on 
record is the people who say "Yeah, you’re cool, I 
wanna be your friend, ‘cause it’s gay-friend week, 
as long as you don't hit on me," ya know?! 

Karen: Guy s would hit on me, get over themselves 
and become friends, but straight wimmin do that 
more and more frequently... where they tell me 
they’re straight and open up to me and a month 
later, they’re hitting on me. And I’ve had the same 
girlfriend a really long time and am not really open 
to that. I really think that most people are bisexual. 

I don’t think I am, though. 

Criterion: I think it’s different for most queer 
wimmin, too, just because most guys really are 
jerks... 

Karen: For a man to sleep with a womyn and act 
on his heterosexuality, it’s not disempowering for 
him. For a womyn to act on any heterosexual part 
of hirself, it can be really disempowering. 

Teg: It’s interesting that you should say that, 
because in my heterosexual encounters, I’ve al¬ 
ways found that the womyn is in charge and in 
control, ‘cause I did find it disempowering. 

Karen: That’s interesting... but maybe that’s be¬ 
cause of who you are - you’re not an idiot! 

Teg: I can see in traditional roles, I can understanj^ 


wad iiivia ui an ojo *.o' 

Criterion: I think that up until you come out or just 
acknowledge your sexuality, sex is really 
disempowering. It’s fun while it lasts, but beyond 
the encounter, it’s... irrelevant. 

Karen: I think a lot of people don’t think of their 
bodies as temples and I really think your body is a 
temple. And what you put into that, intellectually, 
physically... all of that’s important to nurture you 
and make you grow and become a whole person. 
A lot of people share their bodies with people who 
aren’t good for them. 

Teg: For a lot of people, sex is a “what?" instead 
of a “who?" It’s just incredible to me, especially in 
certain elements of the gay population, for whom 
promiscuity is no big deal - it seriously doesn’t 
matter to them who they have sex with, within 
some rough perimeters, as long as they have it at 
a certain interval or frequency. I’m not saying 
there’s a certain hierarchy of individuals, but for 
you , some people are better than others. For me, 
it’s so wrapped up in who it is that I couldn’t even 
begin to imagine just having this intimate encoun¬ 
ter with someone who I might not ever talk to again 
- like it was no big deal. 

Karen: I don’t understand, too, how you can have 


Teg: Now that’s objectifying and it scares me that 
that’s a fairly normal encounter. 

Karen: And what’s most sexy is somebody with a 
good brain and how many people out there have 
a good brain!? 

Teg: Wanna shoot a percentage at us for that 
one!? 

Criterion: Loving oneself also ties into all of this. 
I feel that if there has ever been a time when 
people need to love themselves, it’s now. Queer 
zines have really seemed to grow out of a lot of 
sexual frustration.. I perceive a large percentage 
of people in my generation as being really fucked, 
whether it’s dysfunctional families, drugs, con¬ 
sumerism... you name it. So rtiany people I meet 
seem totally uncaring about themselves. In Dolo 
Romy , the main character, Dolo, seems to be a 
really strong-willed individual who loves who shi is 
and [to Teg] in Bundle of Sticks , you have re¬ 
printed such items as tips on masturbation. Both 
of your works seem to have an underlying mes¬ 
sage of self-love, a topic which I’ve seen brought 
up more and more frequently. I remember we [Teg 
and I] were talking one night about the theory that 
zine culture grows out of sexual frustration and if 


Karen: Actually, I think that’s true. 

Teg: How about expanding that to include artist 
expression?... 

Karen: But also wanting to communicate with 
others out there - Being young and queer and 
feeling like you’re all alone out there. Like through 
Dolo Romy I tried to create a communication and 
a fantasy for gay wimmin, because you can’t go in 
a comic store and not find lesbian comics written 
by men for men. And I think on that broader topic 
on why everything’s so screwed up and why kids 
are so screwed up I think it’s because we’re living 
moreso than ever in our history a really self- 
centered existence [gee, perhaps a profane exist¬ 
ence?!] 

To contact Teg or get a copy of Bundle of Sticks 
($2 ppd.) write him at: 54 South 9th St., Suite #132 
/ Minneapolis, MN 55402. 

To contact Karen or get copies of Dolo Romy ($4 
ppd.) or Oubliette ($5 ppd.) wrire hir at: Dolo Blue 
Graphics / P.O.Box 80023 / Minneapolis, MN 
55408-8023 

All of these publications are also available at 
Mayday Books here in Minneapolis. 
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20 MILES AWAY Demo 

From the outskirts of Chicago-goo comes this spunky 
four-piece featuring ex-members of Contracide, Stuff 
Treatment, and Cindy, the former vocalist for 8-Bark. 
A strong first effort of power-kerplunkpop. They 
manage to speed it up while maintaining a bouncy 
buzzsaw edge. The great vocalizations really stand 
out with a beautiful intensity. I hope future songs 
sway towards a heavier edge, but nevertheless, it 
still beats Green Day. (A-ron) 

630 Congdon Ave. / Elgin, IL 60123. 

ANIMAL CRACKERS “seven inch record" EP 
Powerful poppy punk-not overly sappy and smooth 
while not total thrash either. A good balance. Animal 
Crackers have dropped their Geek Edge stance 
(lyrically at least) to creatively address serious social 
issues like consumerism, and exploitation of children 
in the sex industry. (Felix) 

$4ppd world / Thrashing Mad / 29 Perry Street / NY, 
NYC 10014 

ASS0CK “Anti-Capital" LP 
Full throttle grind onslaught of turbocharged angry as 
fuck anarcho-grind. This speed and power is the 
perfect delivery system for the deep anti-authoritar¬ 
ian lyrics within. This disk is too awesome for words 
so you’ll have to buy a copy to hear for yourself. 
Essential. (Felix) 

$7ppd/Sound Pollution/P.O.Box 17742/Covington, 
KY 41017 

BAD RELIGION “Generator" CD 
Sounds the same, ho ee oo. (fuk) 

Epitaph Records 

BUZZOV-EN “Wound" 7" 

Plug me into a pair of electric hands grasping my 
neck and flail my slo-mo, bay-bee. We are here. 
Yeah, I dug this one... (Criterion T.) 

Allied Recordings/P.O.Box460683/San Frahcisco, 
CA 94146 

THE CLASH s/t 

15 years later this still kicks ass. 77 in ’92! (Felix) 
Used and cut-out bins everywhere 

JOHN COLTRANE “Lush Life" LP 
"Of course, John does not build or paint master¬ 
pieces, and very possibly never harboured a secret 
desire to run the four-minute mile. He plays tenor 
saxaphone, and as you listen to this record, your ear 
immediately tells you that he has played differently in 
the past, and his career tells you that he will play 
differently in the future." PUNK OUT HARD! (Crite¬ 
rion T.) 

Steal this! 

THE COMMONWEALTH “Nepenthe" LP 
Kalamity said that if I don’t say that this slab sounds 


DEVIATORS- Century 21- 7“ 

Its got the 77 punk feel to it. Reminds me of the 
Radicts a whole lot. Really energetic and catchy. I 
never liked anything that came out on Skene!, but 
this record has changed my attitude. I have also 
heard that Brothers Reddenbocker are trying to get 
a deal with Skene! Get this one and pray for the 
Brothers record, (glitter) 

Skene! records/ P.O.Box 4522/ St Paul, MN/ 55104 

DISTURBING FORESIGHTS - “1992" 7“ 

Reminds me a lot of GO!, sorta. Includes an essay 
on the bad shit of the unification of Europe, a call to 
stop it and proposed alternatives. Lyrics are in 
English, different political topics. 5 songs, (fuk) 
$3.00+IRC to: Disturbing Foresights/Buitenom213 
/ 2512 XD Den Haag / Holland 

D.O.A.-Greatest Shits-LP and 7" 

What else could you ask for? If you don’t want to fork 
out big bucks for rare D.O.A. records, this is some¬ 
thing for you. 22 songs from the early E.P.s and 12"s 
in the early 80’s, and also live stuff and outakes. All 
in all, its a really cool record, from: QQRYQ Produc¬ 
tions/ P.O.Box 45/ 02-792/ Warszawa 78/ Poland 

THE DOG-FACED HERMANS “Mental Blocks for All 
Ages" LP 

I’ve been listening to this everyday and it’s pretty 
much kept me going while typing this stuff in at 5 a.m. 
Just imagine the rhythmic tightness and feel of THE 
EX or NOMEANSNO with an INCREDIBLE femayl 
voice and even more incredible lyrics and you got 
something you can dance to. I hope they tour the 
states, because I must dance my ass off to this band 
live before I die. You know I’ve been practicing my 
dance steps to the record... (Criterion T.) 

Project A-Bomb/2541 Nicollet Ave. S./Minneapolis, 
MN 55404 


GREEN DAY “KerplunkF LP 
GREEN DAY’S simplistic pop-punk melodies and 
goofy (but relevant in a crushed-out-and-happy, ig¬ 
nore the heterosexisms sorta way), sing-along lyrics 
really grabbed my goat on their first album - didn’t 
take it off of the turntable for at least three months. On 
this, their second album, they sound just as good on 
some songs, but I still prefer all of their past releases 
more. Nevertheless, this is still a fairly decent release 
with great cover art and the band’s musicianship and 
ear for harmonizing have definitely improved, al¬ 
though some magic touch of naivete seems to be 
absent in the newer songs. Then again, I might not 
be so touched by them now that I’ve gotten over 
breaking up with my old steady... (Criterion T.) 
Lookout Records / P.O.Box 11374 / Berkeley, CA 
94701 

IMPORTANT NOTE: In light of the last review, we 
just want to remind you that opinions expressed in 
this section DO NOT necessarily reflect those of the 
Profane Existence Collective. 

EXTENDED VERSION “Same" LP 
This is one of the last records I got to listen to before 
the turntable had a terminal meltdown and left us 
listening to bad demo tapes we get from deathmetal 
labels. But I digress... Really, really, moody, doomy, 
gloomy punk-oomy. I couldn’t help but be reminded 
of JOY DIVISION or THE MOB (U.K.) or GODFLESH, 
more of the same atmosphere than a music connec¬ 
tion though. A total manic-depression slab here; anti- 
Oil War sentiment really stands out here. I like the evil 
mood this one put me in every time it got played-and 
it was played often! (Troll) 

Sacro Egoismo do Tiberiju / Schelleing 39/24 / A- 
1040 Vienna / Austria 

HACESJA-"Ultrafastnoizecore" Demo 

One side of this is rehearsal the other live. Pounding 

mosh breaks sandwiched between blasts of speedy 


that I can strut my stuff to. (Criterion T.) 

$4 ppd. from: Steady Beat Records P.O.Box 1186/ 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514-1186 

NAKED AGGRESSION-Keep your eyes open 7“ 
Well these fblx gottheir heads kicked in with so much 
fuckin attention from their debut 7", they got picked 
up and released another right away and it sounds 
just as good as the first, the lyrics seem a lot more 
direct on this one and the jacket’s great, too. Joel 
thinks they’re way neat, especially live, (fuk) 
Broken Rekids / PO Box 460402 / S.F., CA 94146 

NAKED VIOLENCE Demo 

Solid well produced U.S. hardcore in the early 80’s 

vein. Most of the lyrics are pretty cool, in the "Fuck 

you" vein. However, this contains a pretty harsh 

“stupid bitch" song about killing a “fuckin cunt, slimy 

cunt" who is "a much better fuck when..dead" etc. 

(Felix) 

P.O.Box 194 / Clackamas, OR 97015 

NATION OF ULYSSES “The Birth of the Ulysses 
Aesthetic" 7“ 

Oh god, oh jeez, oh shit, oh god, oh jeez, oh shit, I can 
dig it, flip, flop, bam, flip, flop, bam, don’t stop, don’t 
stop, don’t stop, don’t stop, wwwwhhhoooooaaaa, 
kill America, kill America, kill America, kill Am-er-ic- 
a! Dig the horn. Concept grounded in action. 
(Criterion T.) 

Dischord Records / 3819 Beecher St. S.W. / Wash¬ 
ington D.C. 20007 

NATIONS ON FIRE-Demo Days 7" 

I guess the title says it all, demo material. The band 
features members of Scraps and Disorder, so how 
can you go wrong. One song is an anti-meat one, 
which is all right. The ‘scene unity’ song is something 
which really annoys me. It’s not too bad, and I also 
get the feeling they’re pretty dedicated people, (glit¬ 
ter) 

From:Stand as one/ BP 77-75623 Paris Cedex 13 
France 

THE NIGHT SHIFT cassette 
Here’s a new outfit from Fresno, yes Fresno, CA. 
Sounds like something I heard before but I can’tquite 
put my finger on it. That’s not bad either—got your 
basic three-guitar chords, fast drums, good vocals, 
you thfu I anger and an attempt to break ou t of musical 
monotony and social isolation — how can one go 
wrong? (Kalamity) 

8736 W. Barstow Ave. / Fesno, CA 93722 

NUKEY PIKES “ If You Love Something, Set It Free" 
7" 

Happy japthrash covers of sixties tunes?! 
Ttttwwwiissstttteddd. (Criterion T.) 

Heart First Records / Florian Helmchen / 
Boeckhstrasse 39/1000 Berlin 61 / West Germany 
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so you'll have to buy a copy to hear for yourself. 
Essential. (Felix) 

$7ppd/Sound Pollution/P.O.Box 17742/Covington, 
KY 41017 

BAD RELIGION “Generator" CD 
Sounds the same, ho ee oo. (fuk) 

Epitaph Records 

BUZZOV-EN “Wound" 7" 

Plug me into a pair of electric hands grasping my 
neck and flail my slo-mo, bay-bee. We are here. 
Yeah, I dug this one... (Criterion T.) 

Allied Recordings / P.O.Box 460683 / San Francisco, 
CA 94146 

THE CLASH s/t 

15 years later this still kicks ass. 77 in '92! (Felix) 
Used and cut-out bins everywhere 

JOHN COLTRANE “Lush Life" LP 
“Of course, John does not build or paint master¬ 
pieces, and very possibly never harboured a secret 
desire to run the four-minute mile. He plays tenor 
saxaphone, and as you listen to this record, your ear 
immediately tells you that he has played differently in 
the past, and his career tells you that he will play 
differently in the future." PUNK OUT HARDI (Crite¬ 
rion T.) 

Steal this! 

THE COMMONWEALTH “Nepenthe" LP 
Kalamity said that if I don’t say that this slab sounds 
like a cross between Fugazi and Frogs of War that 
she’d tell everyone that I like Unrest so...(fuk) 

$7 ppd, $9 europe / Free Thought Conceptions / PO 
Box 432 / Glen Echo, MD 20812 

THE COWS “Cunning Stunts" LP 
Ooooh bay-bee, twist me up and tangle me down! 
It’s the new Cows album and, dang, is it a doozy. 
Have ya ever taken a couple hits of acid, slugged 
about a dozen cheap beers down your throat and ran 
into some other drunken old bum while walking home 
at five in the morning? Did the fact that you could 
understand each other scare the shit out of you?! 
Yeah, me too. (Criterion T.) 

Amphetamine Reptile Records / 2541 Nicollet Ave. 
S. / Minneapolis, MN 55404 

THE DETONATORS “Billion Dollar Nazis" 7“ 

One of America’s most under-rated punk bands is 
back with three pissed tunes. I really like this band’s 
vocals - gruff and urgent, yet you can still understand 
what he’s sayin’. Spiffy, tight punk rhythms similar to 
old TOXIC REASONS are also present. This band’s 
been around for over ten years with just about the 
same lineup and they’re still putting out their own 
records! Don’t miss ’em on their election tour, 'cause 
they’re great live. (Criterion T.) 

Insurrection Records / P.O.Box 4314 / Santa Rosa, 
CA 95402 

TUC nCTOMATnQQ / CmMOPUDIQT erilit 7" 


Ages"LP 

I’ve been listening to this everyday and it’s pretty 
much kept me going while typing this stuff in at 5 a.m. 
Just imagine the rhythmic tightness and feel of THE 
EX or NOMEANSNO with an INCREDIBLE femayl 
voice and even more incredible lyrics and you got 
something you can dance to. I hope they tour the 
states, because I must dance my ass off to this band 
live before I die. You know I’ve been practicing my 
dance steps to the record... (Criterion T.) 

Project A-Bomb/2541 Nicollet Ave. S./Minneapolis, 
MN 55404 


DOM DAR "Revolution/Stench of Decay" Single 
Two slower longer dirge tracks with a grinding abra¬ 
sive feel to them. A real departure from their earlier 
thrash material. Lyrics deal with the stupidity of 
carnivores and oppression of the individual spirit. 
(Felix) 

$5 world / $4 europe / Elderberry Records / 
Polstjarnev. 2 / 554 64 Jonkoping / Sweden 

DUNKLETAGE “s/t"7“ 

Finally someone repressed this German anarcho 
punk classic. First released in the mid -eighties at a 
time when everyone seemed to be copying Ameri¬ 
can Hardcore bands, this UK anarcho punk style 
record was sold out and very hard to find in the past 
years. The package includes a strangely oversized 
foldout sleeve with lyrics and cool riot scenes that all 
you anarchists can drool over. An excellent Euro¬ 
pean release that will be available at an affordable 
price through Blacklist and Profane Existence in the 
US. (Y@hoo) 

Heart First Records/ Florian Helmchen/ Boeckhstr. 
39/1000 Berlin 61/ Germany 

EMBITTERED “And You Ask Why?" Cassette 
A mighty-blast of chaotic hardcore forming a relent¬ 
less onslaught aimed at crushing the forces of the 


labels. But I digress... Really, really, moody, doomy, 
gloomy punk-oomy. I couldn’t help but be reminded 
of JOY DIVISION or THE MOB (U.K.) or GODFLESH, 
more of the same atmosphere than a music connec¬ 
tion though. A total manic-depression slab here; anti- 
Oil War sentiment really stands out here. I like the evil 
mood this one put me in every time it got played-and 
it was played often! (Troll) 

Sacro Egoismo do Tiberiju / Schelleing 39/24 / A- 
1040 Vienna / Austria 

HACESJA-"Ultrafastnoizecore" Demo 

One side of this is rehearsal the other live. Pounding 

mosh breaks sandwiched between blasts of speedy 


thrash with shrieked vocals. They do an INFEST 
cover which betrays their influence. Suffers from 
poor production, they can’t help itthey’re from Poznan. 
(Felix) 

Aneurysm Tapes / P.O.Box 761 / Ottawa KS 66067- 
2928 

I DORA- 7 “ 

Raging Japanese punk. Sounds cool. Screaming 
vocals and heavy, kinda fast punk with a rough edge. 
The lyrics translated don’t seem to make a lot of 
sense to me. Anyway, this is hot which means you 
should get one if you’re into records. Send flow to 
:Heart First records/ Florian Helmchen/ Boeckhstasse 
39/100 Berlin 61 W. Germany (glitter) 

JACK SCRATCH “When Worlds Collide" Triple 7" 
Catchy rhythmic garage rock reminiscent of ’77 punk. 
Grungy, yet melodic with some heavy percussive 
beats and sing-a-long choruses. Lyrics deal with a of 
society, and hey you can’t beat the price. (Felix) 
$5.00 ppd./ P.O.Box 146702/ Chicago, IL 60614- 
6702/ USA 

JONESTOWN “All Day Sucker" LP 

Easily the best local live band I’ve seen since I’ve 

moved to the Dunk rock caDital of North America. 


kill America, kill America, kill America, kill Am-er-ic- 
a! Dig the horn. Concept grounded in action. 
(Criterion T.) 

Dischord Records / 3819 Beecher St. S.W. / Wash¬ 
ington D.C. 20007 

NATIONS ON FIRE-Demo Days 7" 

I guess the title says it all, demo material. The band 
features members of Scraps and Disorder, so how 
can you go wrong. One song is an anti-meat one, 
which is all right. The 'scene unity’ song is something 
which really annoys me. It’s not too bad, and I also 
get the feeling they’re pretty dedicated people, (glit¬ 
ter) 

From:Stand as one/ BP 77-75623 Paris Cedex 13 
France 

THE NIGHT SHIFT cassette 
Here’s a new outfit from Fresno, yes Fresno, CA. 
Sounds like something I heard before but I can’t quite 
put my finger on it. That’s not bad either—got your 
basic three-guitar chords, fast drums, good vocals, 
youthful anger and an attempt to break out of musical 
monotony and social isolation — how can one go 
wrong? (Kalamity) 

8736 W. Barstow Ave. / Fesno, CA 93722 

NUKEY PIKES “ If You Love Something, Set It Free" 
7“ 

Happy japthrash covers of sixties tunes?! 
Ttttwwwiissstttteddd. (Criterion T.) 

Heart First Records / Florian Helmchen / 
Boeckhstrasse 39 /1000 Berlin 61 / West Germany 

PHALLOCRACY-don’t be a dick cass. 

Emo-core. IHIB. (fuk) 

$4 ppd. PO Box 20161 / Barrie On. / L4M 6H2 / 
Canada 

POPDEFECT “3rd Degree Roadburn" 7" 

This three-piece is really impressive. A cruisin’ 
theme permeates this release - cool booklet about 
the band’s tours and their tour vehicles and four 
covers, all of which I’d love to hear while cruisin’ on 
a roadtrip. They have a tight mid-tempo feel with 
some great dynamics and slick grooves. One of 
those bands that you’re happy to discover. Keep on 
truckin’! (Criterion T.) 

Flipside Records / P.O.Box 363 / Whittier, CA 90608 

PRAXIS-Towards the light cass. 

Grind that sounds like a Napalm Death rip-off. Lyrics 
look good on paper, anti-capital shit but the singer 
sounds like he needs a throat lozenge. Sound 
quality kinda lacks. Marxist grind...whatever, (fuk) 

SANITY ASSASINS - 3 Song 7" ep 
More deep space exploration from these “emo- 
psych core" psychonauts. An innovative fusion of 
1960’s psychedelic punk and modern pop-punk. 
One song was more psychedelic and the other two 
had more of a punk feel. (Felix) 

P.O.Box 380152/ East Hartford, CT 06138/ USA 










$7 ppd, $9 europe / Free Thought Conceptions / PO 
Box 432 / Glen Echo, MD 20812 

THE COWS "Cunning Stunts" LP 
Ooooh bay-bee, twist me up and tangle me down! 
It’s the new Cows album and, dang, is it a doozy. 
Have ya ever taken a couple hits of acid, slugged 
about a dozen cheap beers down your throat and ran 
into some other drunken old bum while walking home 
at five in the morning? Did the fact that you could 
understand each other scare the shit out of you?! 
Yeah, me too. (Criterion T.) 

Amphetamine Reptile Records / 2541 Nicollet Ave. 
S. / Minneapolis, MN 55404 

THE DETONATORS "Billion Dollar Nazis" 7" 

One of America’s most under-rated punk bands is 
back with three pissed tunes. I really like this band’s 
vocals - gruff and urgent, yet you can still understand 
what he’s sayin’. Spiffy, tight punk rhythms similar to 
oldTOXIC REASONS are also present. This band’s 
been around for over ten years with just about the 
same lineup and they’re still putting out their own 
records! Don’t miss 'em on their election tour, 'cause 
they’re great live. (Criterion T.) 

Insurrection Records / P.O.Box 4314 / Santa Rosa, 
CA 95402 

THE DETONATORS / ECONOCHRIST split 7" 
Great punk - every band should do a DEVO cover... 
especially NATION OF ULYSSES. (Criterion T.) 
Insurrection Records / P.O.Box 4314 / Santa Rosa, 
CA 95402 

D.C. BEGGARS "You're so Pretty" 7" 

Pretty punky and mighty cool: A real blast of older- 
style punk rock which struck me of X-RAY SPECS. 
I like the total anti-capitalist lyrics and the cover is a 
pretty cool idea too. I guess there’s just nothing bad 
to say about this one! (Troll) 

D.C. Beggars /1900 E. Denny Way / Seattle, WA 
98122 

DEAD SILENCE “Live and Otherwise" cassette 
This release features 19 tracks of rare studio and live 
songs from this now defunct Colorado band. Be¬ 
sides originals, they also coverTHE CLASH’S "White 
Riot" and THE WHO’s "My Generation." The sound 
quality is all right and the packaging is well-done and 
folds out into a poster-type thing. This release is 
highly recommended, because they were a great 
band and it’s cheap. (Donovan) 

(Anok and Peace Collective / 3332 Peach Tree / 
Lima, OH 45805 


DOM DAR "Revolution/Stench of Decay" Single 
Two slower longer dirge tracks with a grinding abra¬ 
sive feel to them. A real departure from their earlier 
thrash material. Lyrics deal with the stupidity of 
carnivores and oppression of the individual spirit. 
(Felix) 

$5 world / $4 europe / Elderberry Records / 
Polstjarnev. 2 / 554 64 Jonkoping / Sweden 

DUNKLE TAGE “s/t"7" 

Finally someone repressed this German anarcho 
punk classic. First released in the mid -eighties at a 
time when everyone seemed to be copying Ameri¬ 
can Hardcore bands, this UK anarcho punk style 
record was sold out and very hard to find in the past 
years. The package includes a strangely oversized 
foldout sleeve with lyrics and cool riot scenes that all 
you anarchists can drool over. An excellent Euro¬ 
pean release that will be available at an affordable 
price through Blacklist and Profane Existence in the 
US. (Y@hoo) 

Heart First Records/ Florian Helmchen/ Boeckhstr. 
39/1000 Berlin 61/ Germany 

EMBITTERED “And You Ask Why?" Cassette 
A mighty-blast of chaotic hardcore forming a relent¬ 
less onslaught aimed at crushing the forces of the 
status quo. A few longer slow and heavy songs 
which I think are the better of the lot which is other¬ 
wise ENT-style whirlwind thrash where you have to 
read the lyric sheet if you wanna know what the fuck 
they’re saying. This tape made a great first impres¬ 
sion. (Troll) 

P.O. Box 23 / Middlesbrough, Cleveland /TS1 4YZ 
/ England 

GO! - “There is no man" 7" 

10 great songs in the fabulous GO! style. All of this is 
great with "Fear of A Gay Planer being the standout 
best GO! song I’ve ever swallowed nonoxynol 9 to. 
(fuk) 

$3.00 ppd to: Tasty Records / 678 Thrush Ave. / 
West Hempstead, NY 11552 

GREAT WHITE LYIN’ SNAKE “unplugged terror" 7" 
This one sided single consists of a "song" composed 
of spliced together tape loops of farting, belching, 
puking, noseblowing and other unpleasant sounds. 
Offbeat in extremis. (Felix) 

Highly Collectible Records / P.O.Box 27532 / Provi¬ 
dence Rl 02907 
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thrash with shrieked vocals. They do an INFEST 
cover which betrays their influence. Suffers from 
poor production, they can’t help itthey’re from Poznan. 
(Felix) 

Aneurysm Tapes / P.O.Box 761 / Ottawa KS 66067- 
2928 

I DORA- 7" 

Raging Japanese punk. Sounds cool. Screaming 
vocals and heavy, kinda fast punk with a rough edge. 
The lyrics translated don’t seem to make a lot of 
sense to me. Anyway, this is hot which means you 
should get one if you’re into records. Send flow to 
:Heart First records/ Florian Helmchen/ Boeckhstasse 
39/100 Berlin 61 W. Germany (glitter) 

JACK SCRATCH “When Worlds Collide" Triple 7" 
Catchy rhythmic garage rock reminiscent of *77 punk. 
Grungy, yet melodic with some heavy percussive 
beats and sing-a-long choruses. Lyrics deal with a of 
society, and hey you can’t beat the price. (Felix) 
$5.00 ppd./ P.O.Box 146702/ Chicago, IL 60614- 
6702/ USA 

JONESTOWN “All Day Sucker" LP 
Easily the best local live band I’ve seen since I’ve 
moved to the punk rock capital of North America, 
JONESTOWN’S first full-length LP, while not quite as 
loud and abrasive as their live set, still ranks way high 
on the kick-buttocks-o-meter. Jumbling up THE EX, 
NOMEANSNO and a raw punk attitude, 
JONESTOWN grabs you by the temples and jars' 
your head violently while your tongue foolishly flops 
about your face. M usically, this record is everywhere 
with its crazy horns and guitar, but the pounding 
rhythm section keeps everything nailed down but 
your furniture. The lyrics are excellent — Dan has a 
unique writing style that keeps politics in your face 
without them sliding down your throat. Add to all this 
a fucking great cover and insert concept (tornadoes) 
and you know you’re a fool for not stuffing this one in 
your jacket and sauntering out the record store. 
Essentially essential, (joel) 

Project A-Bomb/2541 Nicollet Ave. S. / Minneapolis, 
MN 55404 

MAMBO WITCH cassette 
Do-it-yourself hip-hop release that’s fuckin’ great! 
Not total gangsta style but still done really well with a 
non-stop delivery. Hopefully this label will grow and 
remain totally independent, 'cause they’re definitely 
on to something. It’s cool gettin’ a promo at Profane 


rnnLLW^nnu t -uun i lw a un_r\ tass. 

Emo-core. IHIB. (fuk) 

$4 ppd. PO Box 20161 / Barrie On. / L4M 6H2 / 
Canada 

POPDEFECT “3rd Degree Roadburn" 7" 

This three-piece is really impressive. A cruisin’ 
theme permeates this release - cool booklet about 
the band’s tours and their tour vehicles and four 
covers, all of which I’d love to hear while cruisin’ on 
a roadtrip. They have a tight mid-tempo feel with 
some great dynamics and slick grooves. One of 
those bands that you’re happy to discover. Keep on 
truckin’! (Criterion T.) 

Flipside Records / P.O.Box 363 / Whittier, CA 90608 

PRAXIS-Towards the light cass. 

Grind thatsounds like a Napalm Death rip-off. Lyrics 
look good on paper, anti-capital shit but the singer 
sounds like he needs a throat lozenge. Sound 
quality kinda lacks. Marxist grind...whatever, (fuk) 

SANITY ASSASINS - 3 Song 7" ep 
More deep space exploration from these “emo- 
psych core" psychonauts. An innovative fusion of 
1960’s psychedelic punk and modern pop-punk. 
One song was more psychedelic and the other two 
had more of a punk feel. (Felix) 

P.O.Box 380152/ East Hartford, CT 06138/ USA 

SCHLONG-Waxy Yellow Buildup 
This goofy-assed trio just released 23 spazz-punk 
songs littered with occasional hints of choppy ska 
and other shreds of strangley played styles of muzick. 
Reminds me of early Meat Puppets [good] at times, 
but with grittier vocals and more creatively mish- 
mashed songwriting. Lovers of twisted sorts of mu¬ 
sic will climax over it, while folks of the straight-ahead 
stuff will yak. Best song: "It sucks to be fucked by 
Jesus". If only John Zorn could have produced this... 
Catch'em on tour May 3rd at the House o’ Flatulation 
in MPLS. (A-ron) 

Very Small Records, etc... 

** please see note under Green Day review. -APALL 

SCREECHING WEASEL - “Pervo-Devo" 7" 
Re-vamped versions of “I Wanna Be A Homosexual” 
& “She Gives Me The Creeps" the first being all right 
for a straight boy, the second being totally braindead, 
plus a cover of Patsy Cline’s "I Fall To Pieces.” Fag 
packaging, Queer-envy songs, Poppy-poppy-pop, 
it’s kinda cool, I guess. Comes with a totally 
worthless issue of a totally worthless zine: Teen 
Punks in Heat, (fuk) 

$3.50 ppd to Shred Of Dignity / PO Box 170501 / 
S.F., CA94117 








SLUDGE -Concrete Slab" LP 
I went to see the MELVINS once but I didn’t go in 
because the dub was such a fucking rip-off. At any 
rate, I hung around for a while outside and this is a 
little like what I could here muffled through the wails. 
(Troll) $5 post-paid from: 

#10 1170 Falcon Drive / Conquitlam, BC/V3E 2L4 
Canada 

SMUT “Wall of Hate” 7" 

Right from the initial scream and pounding drumbeat 
you know this is a classic 7". The vocals are always 
inevitably compared to APPLE singer Jae, and for 
good reasons. However, SMUT are much more 
powerful than APPLE musically, and faster, too. 
Great heavy, crunchy medium-paced p-u-n-kwith no 
fucking apologies and no slack. The lyrics are well- 
written, thoughtfully intertwining various oppressions 
(homophobia, sexism, greed, etc.) without sounding 
preachy or fake. The best 7" to come out of Mpls 
since the irrespressible Total Fucking Chaos" by 
Destroy!, if you don’t pick this up soon you’re missing 
out. Now, if they’d only fucking play live! (joel) 
$3ppd from Profane Existence / PO box 8722 / 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 

SPITBOY-Demo 

Excellent! Adrienne from Too Far zine vocalizes for 
this fairly new band from the East Bay. The well- 
thought out lyrics that deal mostly with sexism and 
life as an extremely empowered womyn in the 90’s 
are backed up by angry, provocative vocals. The 
music is heavy yet melodic, and crusty around the 
edges, thus flexing more musical muscle than most 
Bay bands. All this evokes spine-tingling sensations 
of liberation. Watch for a 7" out on Lookout! in April 
and a U.S. tour this summer, with a show at House 
o’ Flatuation. (A-ron) 

STRAWMAN “Politics on the Pavement" 7" 

Is this the singer fromTHE FIXTURES?! STRAWM AN 
play some tight, mid-speed guitar punk with mellow, 
growly urgency. The thought and intensity that went 
into the songwriting make this a winner for me. The 
singing also perfectly compliments the rest of the 
band - something I don’t hear enough. (Criterion T.) 
Allied Recordings/P.O.Box 460683/San Francisco, 
CA 94146 

T.D.F. “Place Tokyo Under Martial Law" 7" 

Holy sh-sh-shit! Mid-tempo crust from Japan with 
some warped singing (reminds me a little of the 
BOREDOMS’ singer) and even some COWS/NA¬ 
TION OF ULYSSES styled trumpet on one tune. 
Yessiree, horns are makin’ a comeback and it’s 
damn nice to hear 'em next to lyrics like "Clash!! 
Breakdown!!” (Criterion T.) 

Tribal War Records / P.O.Box 20012 / Tompkins 

Squnro Station / NYC. NY 10009 


Ottawa, KS 66067-2928 
SLEEP -Volume One" LP 

With this album, SLEEP (formerly ASBESTOS 
DEATH) continues their barrage of so-slow-it-numbs- 
yer-mind grooves, mesmerizing you into the grave 
that they have dug for you. Honey, I’m buried alive 
napping and, ya know, its not that bad. BOOM, 
THUD, ting-ting-ting! (Criterion T.) 

Very Small Records / P.O.Box 8223 / Emeryville, CA 
94662 

SUICIETY Demo 

Creative song structure, musicianship, thoughtful 
socio-political lyrics and some crunchy riffs add up to 
a solid debut. I think fans of early Neurosis and Christ 
on Parade will dig this. (Felix) 

$4ppd/Miguel 208 E. Mason/Ft. Worth, TX 76110/ 
USA 

VOICE OF REASON - "Parody To The Righteous" 7" 
I just saw these guys a couple weeks ago and all thru 
their set they kept sayin they were an all-gay band 
and I got all wetand drippy inside, after the show I ask 
'em if this is true and David (the cutie who sings) says 
-no, I just say it," whatever. The music and the lyrics 
are fucking incredible, fast, loud and angry.(fuk) 
Mindseye Records 

VICTIMS FAMILY- “The Germ" LP 
Fuggin’ mind blowin’ as usual, but nothing above and 
beyond past releases, and not long enough to fulfill 
my VF fix. Insightful and witty words swirl into the mix 
of creative and tight musicianship. They got the 
pflunk-spazz-jazz thang down better than any band 
trying to milk their trip these days. Super nice guys 
too. Yea, I’m downright hooked on this dope, 
dooooood, but I still wish VF would do something 
totally more out of the ordinary, or at least bring back 
the clownish saxaphone. Still too weird to be ac¬ 
cepted. Yea. (A-ron) 

Semi-Alter-native Tent-ache-calls 

“See note under Schlong review-very APALLed 

V/A “10 Meters Without Head” LP 
A fucking cool compilation of bands playing at 
Stortebeker inside the Haffenstrasse squat in Ham¬ 
burg, Germany. Great live recordings by CITIZEN 
FISH, STENGTE DORER, VERBAL ASSAULT, 
SNUFF and eight more awesome bands. The history 
of the club and Haffenstrasse are really inspirational 
and I’d wish they’d translate the huge booklet which 
comes with this into English so the word of their 
activities could spread to more people yearning for 
such information. The music stands on its own but 
is only half of the package. (Troll) 
Fishcore/BubackTontrager/Buttstr. 50/2000 Ham¬ 
burg 50 / Germany 


A. 


First off, this is the worst album cover I’ve seen in 
quite awhile (good thing Troll’s not reviewing it!) 
Visuals aside, OFFICER FRIENDLY and TONKA 
don’t really twist my knob, MEDIA CHILDREN do an 
ok political pleading and Milwaukee’s DEMISE fuckin' 
turn me upside-down. This ep is highly recom¬ 
mended for the DEM ISE tunes, alone - watch for this 
band! The inserts are a nice touch, too, so get it - it’s 
cheap. (Criterion T.) 

$2.50 ppd. from: Rick Spencer / P.O.Box 12336 / 
UNCG Station / Greensboro, NC 27413-1115 

V/A- "T.M.T.I.V.G.A.D.L." Benefit cass. 

This cassette is a benefit for 'the many tadpoles in 
your genitals anti-defamation league.’ Includes De¬ 
prived, Resist, Affirmative Action + some other bands 
I’ve never heard of. Over all it’s OK, but it is a benefit 
for ADL. (glitter) 

Take Caution /175 Grogans Landing / Atlanta, GA 
30350 

V/A- "The World Is A Lonely Place" 7" 

Heart First Records scores up another one for this 
international sampler. The music ranges from the 
early American style thrash of Expatriate and Insur¬ 
gency to the newer Japanese hardcore of Nukey 
Pikes and the modem, softer German hardcore of 
Pullermann, Schwarze Feuer and Krishna Surfers. 
The whole bit is also a benefit for the Berlin Squatters’ 
Bust Fund, so get this! (Y@hoo) 

Heart First Records/ Florian Helmchen/ Boeckhstr. 
39/1000 Berlin 61/ Germany 

V/A - "Ya Ma Buzzz" cassette 
From the makers of Femzine comes this cool little 90 
min. cassette sampler of Toronto underground bands. 
Never heard of any of the bands before and none of 
them really sticks out in my mind. I’d still recommend 
this tape just because listening to it entertained me 
and there’s a prevelent femayl presence which defi¬ 
nitely makes the whole thing more interesting, espe¬ 
cially the live, performance art-styled banter of Mourn¬ 
ing Sickness. (Criterion T.) 

2 Bloor St W. / STE100 / box 120 / Toronto, Ontario 
/ M4W 3E2 CANADA 

YUMMY “Do Your Fix" 7" 

Like, dude, you guys rock - like, have you ever heard 
that band MUDHONEY? Like, they’re right up your 
alley, dude. “Oh baby, come and do it once like that" 
(Criterion T.) 

P.O.Box 928/Seattle (surprise, surprise), WA 98111 

ZOMBIE TERRORISTS six song EP 
One ton pounders mixed in with blasts of thrash 
power. These guys touch on a number of issues from 
an anarcho-punk perspective while maintaining a 
sense of humor. A good debut. (Felix) 

Point Blank / P.O.Box 114 / Mt. Orab OH, 45414 


picture disk. Political in-your-face-type punk stuff. You 
know it’s good! What an awful shade of green to press 
vinyl on! Comes with a complete break-down of costs so 
you know where your money goes when you buy it. DIY 
all the wayl 

Insurrection Records / P.O. Box 4314 / Santa Rosa, CA 
95402 

THE DETONATORS / ECONOCHRIST split 7" 

What a potent combination of bands! This is the second 
pressing hence a second and completely revised coverl 
Cool printing with multi-colored inks. THE DETONA¬ 
TORS are more blatantly pissed in their approach while 
the Bay Area rubs off a bit on ECONOCHRIST. 
Insurrection Records / P.O. Box 4314 / Santa Rosa, CA 
95402 

DISCHANGE / EXCREMENT OF WAR split 7" 

I’ll be listening to this one later. Many times. 

Finn Records do Jari Juho / V.Storg 11A / 63342 
Eskiltuna / Sweden 

DOUBLE THINK “The Scars of Our Existence" 7" 

The cover is sort of political-punk-meets-computer lay¬ 
outs. I cheated here as I’ve already heard this one and 
it rips—good political, angry hardcore. 

$3 post-paid from Daybreak / 30. Place Leonard / 
Buckingham, Que J8L 3N9 / Canada 

G-ANX “Masterpeaoe” 7" 

I’ll love this no matter what the cover looks like. I can tell 
it’s awesome just by looking at the righteous grooves in 
the vinyl. 

ElderBerry Records do S. Hakeskog / PostjSmev. 2,4tr 
/ 554 64 Jdnkdping / Sweden 

GREEN DAY “Kerplunk!” LP 
I’d almost laugh if it was funny. 

HELLBENDER “Kickbutton” 7" 

This is one of them pretty-basic-and-none-too-elabo- 
rate-because-rrjusic-says-it-all records. The lyrics are 
good but I think I’d have listen to it because I’m missing 
something here. At least their name starts with “HELL.” 
$2.50 from Oedipus Records / 307 Blueridge Rd / 
Carrboro, NC 27510 

Mi6 7" 

Pretty original cover even if it is a bit on the “arty" side. Lyrics 
are political but more bleatish than confrontational. Can 
anyone make a record cover that doesn’t fall apart? 
Vandal Children Records / P.O. Box 260805 / Hartford, 
CT 06126-0805 

NATIONS ON FIRE “Demo Days" 7" 

I’ve heard this one already so I’m cheating a bit. Every¬ 
thing about this is D.C.-emo-posi-l-got-a-computer-for- 
Christmas-look. The music is like some sick flash back 
to early MINOR THREAT... I prefer the new stuff more. 
Stand As One / BP 77 / 75623 Paris Cedex 13 / France 

NAKED AGGRESSION “Keep Your Eyes Open” 7" 

The front looks like a single on Crass Records... other- 







this fairly new band from the East Bay. The well- 
thought out lyrics that deal mostly with sexism and 
life as an extremely empowered womyn in the 90’s 
are backed up by angry, provocative vocals. The 
music is heavy yet melodic, and crusty around the 
edges, thus flexing more musical muscle than most 
Bay bands. All this evokes spine-tingling sensations 
of liberation. Watch for a 7" out on Lookout! in April 
and a U.S. tour this summer, with a show at House 
o’ Flatuation. (A-ron) 

STRAWMAN “Politics on the Pavement” 7" 

Is this thesingerfromTHE FIXTURES?! STRAWMAN 
play some tight, mid-speed guitar punk with mellow, 
growly urgency. The thought and intensity that went 
into the songwriting make this a winner for me. The 
singing also perfectly compliments the rest of the 
band - something I don’t hear enough. (Criterion T.) 
Allied Recordings/ P.O.Box460683 /San Francisco, 
CA 94146 

T.D.F. "Place Tokyo Under Martial Law" 7" 

Holy sh-sh-shit! Mid-tempo crust from Japan with 
some warped singing (reminds me a little of the 
BOREDOMS’ singer) and even some COWS/NA¬ 
TION OF ULYSSES styled trumpet on one tune. 
Yessiree, horns are makin’ a comeback and it’s 
damn nice to hear ’em next to lyrics like "Clash!! 
Breakdown!!" (Criterion T.) 

Tribal War Records / P.O.Box 20012 / Tompkins 
Square Station / NYC, NY 10009 

THERAPY-Demo 

Sounds like the Meatmen or something like that. Mid 
80's thrash nothing amazing. No lyric sheet but they 
sound pretty lame on a first listen, (fuk/crito) 
Therapy / 1801 Lincoln Blvd. #169 / Venice, CA 
90291 

THINK! demo cassette 

Not a bad demo - some of the vocals have to be 
honed, but the ragamuffin raps interspersed 
thoughout more than make up for it Shit, they’re 
fuckin’ great live and I’m psyched to hear more from 
these dedicated fellas. Some members of 
Milwaukee’s DEMISE are also in this band. Revo- 
lute, revolute, revolute, my friends! (Criterion T.) 

$3 ppd. from: shit their house burned down!! 

T.M .T.I.Y.G.A.D.L.-Benefit cassette 
This cassette is a benefit for the Anti-Defamation 
League, an anti nazi group. Music includes De¬ 
prived, Resist Affirmative Action and some other 
bands I never heard of. Its OK, but at least ifs a 
benefit. 

Take Caution/175 Grogans Landing/ Atlanta, GA/ 
30350 

TRENCHMOUTH-advance copy (out in late April?) 
Yowza!! This shit is dope!! These four slicksters from 
Chicago have reached a peak with this release. Tight 
as all hell, constrasting different musical genres and 
merging it all into a coherent boody-shaking synthe¬ 
sis. Taking up where bands such as Beefeater left 


VICTIMS FAMILY- “The Germ" LP 
Fuggin’ mind blowin’ as usual, but nothing above and 
beyond past releases, and not long enough to fulfill 
my VF fix. Insightful and witty words swirl into the mix 
of creative and tight musicianship. They got the 
pflunk-spazz-jazz thang down better than any band 
trying to milk their trip these days. Super nice guys 
too. Yea, I’m downright hooked on this dope, 
dooooood, but I still wish VF would do something 
totally more out of the ordinary, or at least bring back 
the clownish saxaphone. Still too weird to be ac¬ 
cepted. Yea. (A-ron) 

Semi-Alter-native Tent-ache-calls 

“See note under Schlong review-very APALLed 

V/A “10 Meters Without Head" LP 
A fucking cool compilation of bands playing at 
Stortebeker inside the Haffenstrasse squat in Ham¬ 
burg, Germany. Great live recordings by CITIZEN 
FISH, STENGTE D0RER, VERBAL ASSAULT, 
SNUFF and eight more awesome bands. The history 
of the club and Haffenstrasse are really inspirational 
and I’d wish they’d translate the huge booklet which 
comes with this into English so the word of their 
activities could spread to more people yearning for 
such information. The music stands on ifs own but 
is only half of the package. (Troll) 
Fishcore/BubackTontrager/Buttstr. 50/2000 Ham¬ 
burg 50 / Germany 

V/A - “Bash The Fash" cass. 

A benefit for the UK Class War bust fund. Has live 
Chumbawamba, Concrete Sox, Mad Professor & 
lots more, about an hour and a half of music. The 
sound quality is alright too. 

$6.00 ppd to DS4A 

V/A-Blobs, Vol. 1 Four Victoria Bands. 7" 

An okay compilation from the land of No Means No. 
Appearing on this is Shovlhead (jazzy spazz-core), 
The Vinaigrettes (acousticfukfolk), The Hansan Broth¬ 
ers (Dickie-ish), and Show Business Giants 
(whateverpunk), who also appear on Vol. 2 with The 
Squirrels. Nothing mindblowing, but worth a listen to 
signify a scene. 

(A-ron) 

Wayout! Records c/o #102-535 Yates St. / Victoria, 
B.C., V8W 2Z6 / Canada 

V/A- “Give Me Back" LP 

An excellent compilation that explores the many 
facets of gender and sexuality, aiming to destroy the 
dominant man-on-top (sexually and socially) 
heterosexist paradigm we all feel ourselves squashed 
under. There are some really well-written essays in 
the booklet, some personal, some factual, all stimu¬ 
lating. Topics such as masturbation, reproductive 
freedoms, pornography, releasing our repressed 
sexuality, coming out of the closet and others are 
covered and generally covered well, with the main 
drawback being the limitations of the analysis set by 
the authors’ socialist tendencies. As soon as I get a 
record player I’ll let you know what the tunes sound 


1 ne wnoie on is also a Denem lor uie oenin oquauor s 
Bust Fund, so get this! (Y@hoo) 

Heart First Records/ Florian Helmchen/ Boeckhstr. 
39/1000 Berlin 61/ Germany 

V/A - “Ya Ma Buzzz" cassette 
From the makers of Femzine comes this cool little 90 
min. cassette sampler of Toronto underground bands. 
Never heard of any of the bands before and none of 
them really sticks out in my mind. I’d still recommend 
this tape just because listening to it entertained me 
and there’s a prevelent femayl presence which defi¬ 
nitely makes the whole thing more interesting, espe¬ 
cially the live, performance art-styled banter of Mourn¬ 
ing Sickness. (Criterion T.) 

2 Bloor St W. / STE100 / box 120 / Toronto, Ontario 
/ M4W 3E2 CANADA 

YUMMY “Do Your Fix" 7" 

Like, dude, you guys rock - like, have you ever heard 
that band MUDHONEY? Like, they’re right up your 
alley, dude. “Oh baby, come and do it once like that” 
(Criterion T.) 

P.O.Box 928 /Seattle (surprise, surprise), WA 98111 

ZOMBIE TERRORISTS six song EP 
One ton pounders mixed in with blasts of thrash 
power. These guys touch on a number of issues from 
an anarcho-punk perspective while maintaining a 
sense of humor. A good debut. (Felix) 

Point Blank / P.O.Box 114 / Mt. Orab OH, 45414 

TROLL REVIEWS RECORDS BY THE COVER 

CAN YOU JUDGE A RECORD BY THE COVER? 
Citing the recent shortage of working turn-tables in 
South Minneapolis and my most sincere lack of enthusi¬ 
asm for reviewing any music this time around I've 
decided to cut the crap and be honest about my reviews 
(and about time I broke it to you, all fanzines base their 
reviews on the cover anyway). This issue I'm going to 
review my stack of vinyl (mostly left over from issue m3) 
solely judging by the cover, packaging and other 
nonsensible trivia I’ve picked up about this or that band. 
Maybe if everyone who sends in a record to review 
includes $5 well be able to afford a stereo by next 
issue... 

ASPIRIN FEAST “Police Bear EP 
These guys have a knack for pissing off the emo-core 
straight-edgers but they seem pretty pissed themselves 
judging by the cover. Six songs like “Metzger Mouse 
Club" and “War" and life"... you know it’s probably some 
pretty intense thrash. Chaos punk rock here... 

Urban Alert / B.P. 21 / 93340 Le Rainey / France 

BAND FULL OF LE ROYS “The Mohawk Revolt at Oka” 7" 
A benefit for the Mohawk trials, this cover is unsurprizingly 
crammed full of info on the Mohawk revolt at Oka, 
Canada in spring of 1990. Lots of info in German and 
English. There is absolutely no info about the band so 
your guess is as good as mine! 

Devil Dance Records / Steinraer Weg 8 / 2400 LObeck/ 
Germany 

COMB “Kinda Like Beat’n Your Dog" 7" 

Kinda like not being too creative. I hope the music is 


i ii love inis no maner wnai me cover iooks n*e. i can leu 
it’s awesome just by looking at the righteous grooves in 
the vinyl. 

ElderBerry Records c/o S. Hakeskog / Pospmev. 2,4tr 
/ 554 64 Jdnkdping / Sweden 

GREEN DAY “Kerplunk!” LP 
I’d almost laugh if it was funny. 

HELLBENDER “Kickbutton" 7" 

This is one of them pretty-basic-and-none-too-elabo- 
rate-because-njusic-says-it-all records. The lyrics are 
good but I think I’d have listen to it because I’m missing 
something here. At least their name starts with “HELL." 
$2.50 from Oedipus Records / 307 Blueridge Rd / 
Carrboro, NC 27510 

Mi6 7" 

Pretty original cover even if it is a bit on the “arty" side. Lyrics 
are political but more bleatish than confrontational. Can 
anyone make a record cover that doesn’t fall apart? 
Vandal Children Records / P.O. Box 260805 / Hartford, 
CT 06126-0805 

NATIONS ON FIRE “Demo Days" 7" 

I’ve heard this one already so I’m cheating a bit. Every¬ 
thing about this is D.C.-emo-posi-l-got-a-computer-for- 
Christmas-look. The music is like some sick flash back 
to early MINOR THREAT... I prefer the new stuff more. 
Stand As One / BP 77 / 75623 Paris Cedex 13 / France 

NAKED AGGRESSION “Keep Your Eyes Open” T 
The front looks like a single on Crass Records... other¬ 
wise a pretty bare-bones computer-looking layout. Not 
much to it but I got the feeling they’re more concerned 
with music and message. 

Broken Rekids (address somewhere else) 

NECKBRACE 7" 

Strange cover. Art rock maybe? AGNOSTIC FRONT 
meets Sub-Pop? It has the look of one of those records 
you see in the store every time you’re there... with about 
two years’ worth of dust on it. 

Bodycast Records / P.O. Box 6174 / Minneapolis MN 
55407 

RANDOM CONFLICT “Shadows of Existence” T 
Looks like a DIY political thrash metal band judging by 
the cover and lyrics. I got a band bio but I’m giving 
everyone a fair shake so I chucked it in the recycling bin. 
It looks alright... maybe even a keeper. 

Peer Pressure Productions/4023 Lucerne Drive /Hunts¬ 
ville, AL 35802 

TOUMIOPAIVAN LAPSET 7" 

This has got to be a classic Finnish hardcore 7" with no 
less than 10 songs!! Probably the best lyrics of the year: 
“Upperdass scumbags, hang 'em to a streetlamp, they’re 
the worst," I’m sure it’s more poetic in Finnish. This ain’t 
leaving the turntable for a week as soon as we get one. 
Luonto Levyt c/o Kake & Pirjo / MSkelinink. 17 A 8 / 
90100 Oulo / Soumi / Finland 

V/A “Zooid Second Compilation” 

The cover is much more original than the first one. In fact 
this is a four record box set which is unusual in itself. 
Eight political-ish bands and a total of five record covers 
each in a different color cover although they’re all kind of 





THERAPY-Demo 

Sounds like the Meatmen or something like that. Mid 
80's thrash nothing amazing. No lyric sheet but they 
sound pretty lame on a first listen, (fuk/crito) 
Therapy / 1801 Lincoln Blvd. #169 / Venice, CA 
90291 

THINK! demo cassette 

Not a bad demo - some of the vocals have to be 
honed, but the ragamuffin raps interspersed 
thoughout more than make up for it Shit, they’re 
fuckin’ great live and I’m psyched to hear more from 
these dedicated fellas. Some members of 
Milwaukee’s DEMISE are also in this band. Revo¬ 
lute, revolute, revolute, my friends! (Criterion T.) 

$3 ppd. from: shit, their house burned down!! 

T.M.T.I.Y.G AD.L-Benefit cassette 
This cassette is a benefit for the Anti-Defamation 
League, an anti nazi group. Music includes De¬ 
prived, Resist Affirmative Action and some other 
bands I never heard of. It’s OK, but at least it’s a 
benefit. 

Take Caution/175 Grogans Landing/ Atlanta, GA/ 
30350 

TRENCH MO UTH-advance copy (out in late April?) 
Yowza!! This shit is dope!! These four slicksters from 
Chicago have reached a peak with this release. Tight 
as all hell, constrasting different musical genres and 
merging it all into a coherent boody-shaking synthe¬ 
sis. Taking up where bands such as Beefeater left 
off, but with even more dynamic song structures and 
lyricisms. Tribal drums/percussion, urgent vocals, 
and jazzy/reggae grooves contrasted with the fric¬ 
tion of punk pushes this release into the forefront. 
Elusive yet consistent. Politically intense yet not 
cliched. Dance to the revolution!! (A-ron) 

Skene! / P.O. Box 4522 / St Paul, MN 55104 / USA 

SEVEN MINUTES OF NAUSEA / TUMOR split cas¬ 
sette 

Just fucking bea-u-teous! Both bands rarely play a 
song over ten seconds. TUMOR is alright, but they 
only have 128 songs on here, whereas 7 M.O.N. list 
the lyrics to all of their one-line songs... and take up 
16 pages doing it!! Probably over 800 songs here, 
but I just consider it one long soundtrack to decay - 
kinda like the sound of communication breaking 
down and someone attempting to maintain some 
order... or whatever -1 like this kinda shit and the lyric 
sheet is fun to read, like the song “Emotional Oil," 
which goes “temporary madness fed the debt" A 
good way to make people leave your apartment 
when you want to sleep. (Criterion T.) 

$3 ppd. from: Aneurysm Tapes / P.O.Box 761 / 


A benefit for the UK Class War bust fund. Has live 
Chumbawamba, Concrete Sox, Mad Professor & 
lots more, about an hour and a half of music. The 
sound quality is alright too. 

$6.00 ppd to DS4A 

V/A-Blobs, Vol. 1 Four Victoria Bands. 7" 

An okay compilation from the land of No Means No. 
Appearing on this is Shovlhead (jazzy spazz-core), 
The Vinaigrettes (acousticfukfolk), The Hansan Broth¬ 
ers (Dickie-ish), and Show Business Giants 
(whatBverpunk), who also appear on Vol. 2 with The 
Squirrels. Nothing mindblowing, but worth a listen to 
signify a scene. 

(A-ron) 

Wayout! Records do #102-535 Yates St. / Victoria, 
B.C., V8W2Z6/Canada 

V/A- “Give Me Back" LP 

An excellent compilation that explores the many 
facets of gender and sexuality, aiming to destroy the 
dominant man-on-top (sexually and socially) 
heterosexist paradigm we all feel ourselves squashed 
under. There are some really well-written essays in 
the booklet, some personal, some factual, all stimu¬ 
lating. Topics such as masturbation, reproductive 
freedoms, pornography, releasing our repressed 
sexuality, coming out of the closet and others are 
covered and generally covered well, with the main 
drawback being the limitations of the analysis set by 
the authors’ socialist tendencies. As soon as I get a 
record player I’ll let you know what the tunes sound 
like, but all the lyrics are excellent (especially BIKINI 
KILL’S) and the list of bands includes some of my 
current faves: SEEIN’ RED, BORN AGAINST, 
DOWNCAST, ECONOCHRIST, and more. “Give 
Me Back" means give me back my body, my sexual¬ 
ity, my self, and all of us would do well to angrily make 
that demand and then act on it Profits go to National 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force, Planned Parenthood, 
and a Santa Barbara Women’s Shelter, (joel) 

$5ppd to Ebullition / PO Box 680 / Goleta, CA 93116 
(I’ve listened to this and can attest that its a strong 
set of tunes, especially the first PROFAX cut - fuckin’ 
crazy shit! -Criterion T.) 

V/A-"Nagoya City Hardcore Hostility" Crowd/Ashes 
split 7" 

Two Japanese hardcore bands with enough riffs to 
make George Bush puke his sushi. Ashes plays 
pretty traditional Japanese hardcore similar to the 
famous "Thrash 'Til Death" comp. Crowd comes off 
more powerful with heavier riffs reminiscent of Cru¬ 
cifix. (Felix) 

Overthrow Records/Japan 


V/A - “Please Stop It" 7" 


TROLL REVIEWS RECORDS BY THE COVER 

CAN YOU JUDGE A RECORD BY THE COVER? 
Citing the recent shortage of working turn-tables in 
South Minneapolis and my most sincere lack of enthusi¬ 
asm for reviewing any music this time around I’ve 
decided to cut the crap and be honest about my reviews 
(and about time I broke it to you, all fanzines base their 
reviews on the cover anyway). This issue I'm going to 
review my stack of vinyl (mostly left over from issue HI 3) 
solely judging by the cover, packaging and other 
nonsensible trivia I've picked up about this or that band. 
Maybe if everyone who sends in a record to review 
includes $5 well be able to afford a stereo by next 
issue... 

ASPIRIN FEAST “Police Bear EP 
These guys have a knack for pissing off the emo-core 
straight-edgers but they seem pretty pissed themselves 
judging by the cover. Six songs like “Metzger Mouse 
Club" and “War” and life"... you know it’s probably some 
pretty intense thrash. Chaos punk rock here... 

Urban Alert / B.P. 21 / 93340 Le Rainey / France 

BAND FULL OF LE ROYS “The Mohawk Revolt at Oka” 7" 
A benefit for the Mohawk trials, this cover is unsurprizingly 
crammed full of info on the Mohawk revolt at Oka, 
Canada in spring of 1990. Lots of info in German and 
English. There is absolutely no info about the band so 
your guess is as good as mine! 

Devil Dance Records / Steinraer Weg 8 / 2400 LObeck/ 
Germany 

COMB “Kinda Like Beat’n Your Dog" 7" 

Kinda like not being too creative. I hope the music is 
better than the packaging. They don’t even put their 
address on the record I 

THE DETONATORS “Billion Dollar Nazis" 7" 

Punk as fuck cover here—looks like it could make a cool 


much to it but I got the feeling they’re more concerned 
with music and message. 

Broken Rekids (address somewhere else) 

NECKBRACE T 

Strange cover. Art rock maybe? AGNOSTIC FRONT 
meets Sub-Pop? It has the look of one of those records 
you see in the store every time you’re there... with about 
two years’ worth of dust on it. 

Bodycast Records / P.O. Box 6174 / Minneapolis MN 
55407 

RANDOM CONFLICT “Shadows of Existence" 7" 
Looks like a DIY political thrash metal band judging by 
the cover and lyrics. I got a band bio but I’m giving 
everyone a fair shake so I chucked it in the recycling bin. 
It looks alright... maybe even a keeper. 

Peer Pressure Productions/4023 Lucerne Drive / Hunts¬ 
ville, AL 35802 

TOUMIOPAIVAN LAPSET 7" 

This has got to be a classic Finnish hardcore 7" with no 
less than 10 songs!! Probably the best lyrics of the year: 
“Upperdass scumbags, hang 'em to a streetlamp, they’re 
the worst," I’m sure it’s more poetic in Finnish. This ain’t 
leaving the turntable for a week as soon as we get one. 
Luonto Levyt c/o Kake & Pirjo / MSkelinink. 17 A 8 / 
90100 Oulo / Soumi / Finland 

V/A “Zooid Second Compilation” 

The cover is much more original than the first one. In fact 
this is a four record box set which is unusual in itself. 
Eight political-ish bands and a total of five record covers 
each in a different color cover although they’re all kind of 
similar to each other. If you find the covers a bit drab,the 
booklet will keep you interested and... and if you own a 
record player... I’m sure it rocks! 

Zooid / P.O. Box 5134 / 3502 JC Utrecht / Holland 
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ALSO AVAILABLE: "PLEASE STOP" COMP 
WITH:DEMISE,MEDIA CHILDREN,TONKA ^ 



lUflBCtttiro 


V| SHIRTS-$6/$8/$10ppd / 


'Something capable of causing oblivion of grief and suffering .. 


the commonwealth 
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AVAILABLE ON LP ($7ppd USA, $9ppd Europe) & CASSETTE ($6ppd USA, $8ppd Europe) 
Make all checks and money orders payable In U.S. funds to: Free Thought Conceptions 
All mail order LP’s choose crystal clear or blue vinyl! 

DISTRIBUTED THROUGH: DUTCH EAST INDIA, CARGO RECORDS & SEMAPHORE 

Free Thought Conceptions / P.O. Box 432 / Glen Echo, Maryland 20812 


















DEMISE IS GONNA DO 

A COAST TO COAST TOUR IN 

JUNE/JULY.IF YOU CAN 

HELP 

IN ANY WAY,GIVE US A 

CALL. 

GRANT-(414) 225-0117 

OR 

DUWAYNE(414) 278-5932 

THANKS 



As the world lies in dormant slur, 
a bold nation hears the pa'll of... 

RevolutionSummei 


C O NS UN! 


AVAILABLE ON LP ($7ppd USA, $9ppd Europe) A CASSETTE ($6ppd USA, $8ppd Europe) 
Make all checks and money orders payable In U.S. funds to: Free Thought Conceptions 
All mail order LP’s choose crystal clear or blue vinyl! 


DISTRIBUTED THROUGH: DUTCH EAST INDIA, CARGO RECORDS & SEMAPHORE 


Free Thought Conceptions / P.O. Box 432 / Glen Echo, Maryland 20812 
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Records & Stuff We Sell: 


63. CIRCUS LUPUS ‘Super Genius’ 1 * © 
67. SHUDDER TO THINK GetYourGoat t. © 

64. BEEFEATER Both LR* + 2 Songs CD © 
62. JAWBOX ‘Tongues’/‘Ones & Zeros’7" ® 

61. NATION OF ULYSSES 3-Song 7 ” ® 
60. FUGAZI ‘Steady Diet of Nothing’** © 
59. HOLY ROLLERS ‘Fabuley’ & ‘As Is’ CD © 
58. HOLY ROLLERS ‘Fabuley’* © 



















DEMISE IS GONNA DO 

A COAST TO COAST TOUR IN 

JUNE/JULY.IF YOU CAN 

HELP 

IN ANY WAY,GIVE US A 

CALL. 

GRANT-(414)225-0117 

OR 

DUWAYNE(414) 278-5932 

THANKS 


As the world lies in dormant slumber, 
a bold nation hears the'ball of... , / 

RevolutionSummer92 


C o NS UmE 

6 U 8 dIT 

0 B e Y 

ALL HAIL D»£CHOfU)»V***M*IA U&CfcMJLtf/ 


This summer do your part to let 
freedom ring at . the 
RevolutionSummer92 International 


Anarchist Conference Tentatively 
scheduled in August to co-incide with 
the Republicant National Convention in 
Houston. Texas, USA. To find out what 
YOU can do to help, .contact: ■ 

Rob LosRicos ' 

504 West 24. #81 ’ fjmy 
Austin.TX,USA 78705 





"OISE 


IN THE 


3 doUl AR S 'US 

TO: 

WOOD 

P.O. BOX 164 
CLAREMONT, CA 
91711*0164 U.S.A. 


ULTl MATE extreme 

OR 6 DOL laRS 


TO’* aunt Mary 

ISONKORVENR. 10 
02970 ESPOO 
FINLAND 


foreign 



Records & Stuff We Sell: 

63. CIRCUS LUPUS ‘Super Genius’** © 
67. SHUDDER TO THINKcetYourGoatt* © 

64. BEEFEATER Both LR S + 2 Songs CD (D 
62. JAWBOX Tongues’/ ‘Ones & Zeros’ 7" ® 

61. NATION OF ULYSSES 3-Songr ® 
60. FUGAZI ‘Steady Diet of Nothing’** © 
59. HOLY ROLLERS ‘Fabuley’ & ‘As Is’ CD ( 1 ) 
58. HOLY ROLLERS ‘Fabuley’* © 
57. NATION OF ULYSSES ‘13-Point Program’t* © 
56. HIGH-BACK CHAIRS ‘Of Two Minds’t* (Q) 
55. SHUDDER TO THINK w © 

54, SHUDDER TO THINK 'Funeral at the Movies' t (§) 

50. SKEWBALD/GRAND UNION r ® 
52. JAWBOX ‘Grippe’** © 

16. RITES OF SPRING lp/cs/CD** © 

tAlso available as cassette *Available as CD, price code© 


Price Guide, including postage, in U.S. $: 




1 J C A SURFACE 

& CANADA 

Airmail 

® 

7" 

3.00 

4.00 

6.00 


12" EP 

6.00 

8.00 

11.00 

© 

LP 

7.00 

9.00 

12.00 

© 

CD 

8.00 

9.00 

11.00 

© 

MaxiCD 

10.00 1 

1.00 

13.00 

Please note our 
new prices. 

They are higher. 


Please send us a 
stamp for a full 
list of records. 


3819 BEECHER ST. NW, WASH., D.C. 20007 



























BODY PIERCING 

by lisa Chester 


Piercing is an ancient form of body adornment which has enjoyed a resurgence in popularity 
in the last 10-15 years. Since most professional piercers are located on either coast in the U.S. you 
may want to orderthe supplies and do the piercings for yourself or others. While I still believe it's better 
to spend the extra time and money to have it done by someone with experience, with proper 
information and a lot of care it is possible to end up with healthy and aesthetically pleasing piercings 
which will bring you pleasure for a long time, not to mention all the Punk Points) I Tm not going to go 
into detail about the techniques themselves as that would grow lengthy and I'm no expert myself. 
What I can do is give you several contact addresses for more thorough information, and a general 
guide on what to order and how. 

First of all, don't go sticking safety pins through yourself unless what you’re looking for is a 
nasty, oozing, shock-value piercing that never heals. (Safety pins are OX. for ears and nostrils 
though-Felix.) I know it's punk as fuck, but spend the bucks and do it right! 

Piercing needles can be ordered from Gauntlet or Body Manipulations and cost around $3. 
They are hollow with extremely sharp beveled tips which stay sharp for a few piercings although 
ideally you would dispose of them (carefully!) after one piercing. Sterility is a big issue here. If you’re 
convinced that AIDS won't get you at least think of how many people you know who’ve had hepatitis. 
Needles should be the same gauge as the jewelry you are ordering, so that the jewelry may be 
inserted by pushing it against the needle and through the piercing. Gauge refers to the thickness of 
the metal. The lower the number the thicker the jewelry. A standard gauge used in many piercings 
is 14, which is .064". Ordinary earrings are about half that thickness, 20 gauge or .032". The thicker 
the jewelry the less likely it is to be accidentally tom out of the skin. Think of a cheese-cutting wire. 

When ordering your jewelry, choose carefully! Piercing jewelry is made of either surgical 
stainless steel or 14K gold and can be rather expensive. Don't scrimp on the jewelry. You can wear 
it forever and it's not worth it to go through the trouble and pain of piercing to have it become infected 
by a $5 earring. Silver causes sensitivity in many piercings; stainless steel is harder, stays shiny, and 
looks just like silver. Most stainless rings and barbells cost around $25-40, but they’re worth it. Gold 
jewelry is VERY expensive but who wears gold anyway? 

Most nipples can be pierced with a 14 (12 if they're big) gauge needle, and diameter is also 
a consideration. For rings, you want a! least a 3/4" inner diameter so that the part going through the 
nipple is as straight as possible for better healing. Too small of a ring can cause distortion of the nipple 
and pain when the ring is pulled upward. You may be able to switch to a smaller diameter after it heals, 
about 6-8 weeks. For barbell studs (a ball on each side) you want to get the length that leaves the 
nipple just enough breathing room to heal, but not too snug. 

Navels generally require 14 gauge, 1/2" or 5/8" diameter rings. This is a difficult piercing to 
heal; some people just can’t. It frequently “migrates" outward and comes out or will become infected 
constantly. Part of the reason is that clothing such as jeans will rub against it and cause irritation. 
This is a good piercing to do in the summer when you can leave it exposed to air. 

Septums can take a wide variety of jewelry, as well as a “retainer that hides up in your nose 
to fool bosses and grandmothers. 

The Labret, which is around or near the lip, can take a ring (tougher to heal) or a Labret stud, 
which is has a flat disk back on the inside. They are usually 14 gauge. 

Tongue piercings look really cool but can be difficult and irritating to heal. They require a thicker 
gauge barbell stud. Be aware, you will need two barbells—a longer one to wear until the swelling 
goes down (this is one of the few piercings that swells) and then a shorter one to wear permanently. 
Try passing the longer one on to someone else who is getting theirs pierced. You will talk funny for 
three days or more. Take work off or better yet, quit your job! 

There are many genital piercings and your jewelry will vary according to what you’re piercing 
and how you’re built. Be careful 11 

When you are ordering your jewelry you’ll probably want to get some Pennington Forceps too. 
Both Gauntlet and Body Manipulations sell them. They help you hold the skin to get the needle 
through quickly and accurately. A rubber band will allow you to adjust the tension. Hint: using a very 
tight forceps on a nipple will help numb it. Navels definitely need forceps. Forceps cost about $20. 

They should be sterilized for each use. 

While you’re at it, ask H they’ll throw in some latex gloves. Otherwise you can buy them at a 



from getting caught on bras, etc. When cleaning the piercing, be sure to remove any dried 
plasma or blood with a Q-tip first. Then wash with a 50-50 mix of Hibidens and warm water. 
Turn the ring, leave the hibiclens on for three minutes, then rinse very thoroughly with water. 
Turn the ring while rinsing. 

Happy healing. Now for some addresses. This list is by no means complete. It consists 
of those people and places that I would recommend through personal experience. 

GAUNTLET is by far the the oldest and best-known piercing establishment. They now have three 
stores: San F ranciscoat Market and Castro (415) 431 -3133, Los Angeles on Santa Monica Blvd (213) 657- 
6677 and their new store in New York City which RULES 11 highly recommend Dan Kopka, the manager 
of NYC Gauntlet who has several years’ experience. The store’s at 5th Avenue and 19th Street, 2nd floor, 
(212) 229-0180. The Gauntlet has by far the best selection of jewelry and they do all their own piercings. 
Write to their mail-order service to get jewelry, needles, etc.: 1201 Old Country Road / Unit 3 / Belmont 
CA 94002 or call for questions: (415) 592-9715. Send $3 and an over-21 age statement for a catalog. 
Gauntlet also publishes a quarterly magazine called PF1Q (Piercing Fans International Quarterly). The 
magazine features step-by-step instructions on a different piercing every issue. 

BODY MANIPULATIONS does branding and scarification as wellas piercing. They have mail order 
too. 254 Fillmore St /San Francisco, CA 94117 or call (415) 621-0408. 

RAELYN GALUNA is known as the "women’s community piercer" in the Bay Area. She will also 
pierce men, but only above the waist. She does cutting and scarification, branding and "slash and bum” 
(setting fire to a scarification) as well. She also has some unique jewelry that you won’t find elsewhere. 
She works out of her home studio, so write P.O.Box 20034/ Oakland, CA 94620 or call (415) 655-2855. 

RED DEVIL STUDIOS, a tattoo shop as well as a piercing studio, features Crystal Cross, who 
sometimes works at Body Manipulations too. 1149 N. LaBrea Ave./ West Hollywood, CA (sorry no zip!) 
or call (213) 851-0445. 

GUILTY AND INNOCENT PRODUCTIONS, Guy Atchison’s tattoo studio (check him out!), has 
Mad Jack and Anna doing piercings. They use "Ball and Chain” jewelry, a slightly less expensive Gauntlet 
copy. Appointments are absolutely necessary. 613 W. Briar/ Chicago, IL 60657 or call (312) 404-5838. 

And lastly, chock out publications such as RE/Search’s Modom Primitives. (A large paperback 


CHAOS AND CURRY 
CRAVINGS 

—By the Prolance Existence Scarfing Squad 


Spicy, filling and often vegan, Indian food has to be one of the 
best cuisines in the world. After a long day of laying out this issue, the 
PE crew decided totum off our computers and Icons of Rlth tapes and 
satiate our lust for Indian food by heading to the best (and cheapest) 
Indian food joint we know of in South Minneapolis, Fair Oaks 
Restaurant on 2335 3rd Ave. South, Minneapolis, MN (871-2000). 

V you think “Fair Oaks" is a funny name for an Indian restau¬ 
rant, wait til you see this place! Adjacent to a campy 1950’s motor 
hotel and splitting the menu 50-50 with Indian defites and Denn/s-like 
continental nausea, Fair Oaks looks like it’s straight out of a David 
Lynch movie. The strange atmosphere only adds to the fun and the 
retirees-art students-revolutionary anarchist punks mixed crowd 
makes it an even more interesting meal. 

Seeing as TroH was paying, we did this meal up right and 
started out by ordering pakoras ($1.99) and vegetable samosas 
($1.99) for appetizers. The pakoras — batter-fried vegetables that 
you dip into a spicy green mint (?) sauce — were delicious. The 
samosas, which are cooked potatoes and peas and spices wrapped 
up in dough and deep fried, were good but they're always sorta cold 
in the middle, making us wonder i they make these here or buy them 
frozen. 

Fortunately, there was enough of us around to try out several 
dishes so we could inform you, the gentle revolutionary anarchist 
reader, about a variety of foods. 

Several of us had the vegetable rati ($4.50), which is curried 
veggies (zucchinis, potatoes, yams, cauliflower, etc.) wrapped in 
naan, a flat bread that is out of this world de-fucking-licious. The rods 
were delicious and spicy, even though we only ordered them medium 
spiced. (If you ask for your food to be hot, be prepared to consume 
several gallons of water with your meal—ay caramba!) A couple of 
quotes from PE roti grubbers: “Vegetable rati had a different hot flavor 
asajalepetotindoffire. It was rather good, even though it looked 
like Dinty Moore beef stew in pla bread." Tuckin’ way hotttt, even 
though it was 'mediurrf spiced. I could feel my hair folfides tingle with 
a twisted delight Very filling, gave me great gas,‘ocwwhgghhh.’ It 
was preferable and it made my nose run and it looks the same coming 
in as it does coming out" Don! be fooled by these uncultured yahoos, 
the food looks as great as it tastes. So delicious you cant even taste 
the yams) 

Someone else ordered the dall makhani ($325), which is 
possbly their best dish. To quote our dall scarier, “The dall maWiani 
was a wonderful swamp-like substance made wlh lentils and other 
unidentifiable things. Sloppy and as spicy as you wanna be. Great 
with a slabo'-aJoo paratha. - 

Aioo paratha ($1.50) is aflat bread like naan that is stuffed with 
smashed potaotes and peas and served piping hot: this stuff is 
mandatory eating at any Indian meal. Most of the PE crew could live 
on a diet of bread and water if the bread was aioo paratha and the 
water was brown and bubbly and came in a bottle that said “Crucial 
Brew." 

A couple people had the naurattan biryani ($4.99), which is a 
big spicy pile of curried rice and vegetables and (ugh) currants. Hot 
but delicious, sez they. Only bummer it gave Crito gas (run for your 

lives!) 










stainless steel or 14K gold and can be rather expensive. Don’t scrimp on the jewelry. You can wear 
it forever and it’s not worth it to go through the trouble and pain of piercing to have it become infected 
by a $5 earring. Silver causes sensitivity in many piercings; stainless steel is harder, stays shiny, and 
looks just like silver. Most stainless rings and barbells cost around $25-40, but they’re worth it. Gold 
jewelry is VERY expensive but who wears gold anyway? 

Most nipples can be pierced with a 14 (12 if they're big) gauge needle, and diameter is also 
a consideration. For rings, you want at least a 3/4’ inner diameter so that the part going through the 
nipple is as straight as possible for better healing. Too small of a ring can cause distortion of the nipple 
and pain when the ring is pulled upward. You may be able to switch to a smaller diameter after it heals, 
about 6-8 weeks. For barbell studs (a ball on each side) you want to get the length that leaves the 
nipple just enough breathing room to heal, but not too snug. 

Navels generally require 14 gauge, 1/2" or 5/8" diameter rings. This is a difficult piercing to 
heal; some people just can’t. It frequently "migrates" outward and comes out or will become infected 
constantly. Part of the reason is that clothing such as jeans will rub against it and cause irritation. 
This is a good piercing to do in the summer when you can leave it exposed to air. 

Septums can take a wide variety of jewelry, as well as a "retainer" that hides up in your nose 
to fool bosses and grandmothers. 

The Labret, which is around or near the lip, can take a ring (tougher to heal) or a Labret stud, 
which is has a flat disk back on the inside. They are usually 14 gauge. 

Tongue piercings look really cool but can be difficult and irritating to heal. They require athicker 
gauge barbell stud. Be aware, you will need two barbells—a longer one to wear until the swelling 
goes down (this is one of the few piercings that swells) and then a shorter one to wear permanently. 
Try passing the longer one on to someone else who is getting theirs pierced. You will talk funny for 
three days or more. Take work off or better yet, quit your jobl 

There are many genital piercings and your jewelry will vary according to what you’re piercing 
and how you’re built. Be careful!) 

When you are ordering your jewelry you’ll probably want to get some Pennington Forceps too. 
Both Gauntlet and Body Manipulations sell them. They help you hold the skin to get the needle 
through quickly and accurately. A rubber band will allow you to adjust the tension. Hint: using a very 
tight forceps on a nipple will help numb it. Navels definitely need forceps. Forceps cost about $20. 
They should be sterilized for each use. 

While you’re at it, ask if they’ll throw in some latex gloves. Otherwise you can buy them at a 
drugstore or “borrow" some from the doctor’s exam room. Gloves should be used for all piercings to 
protect both piercer and piercee. 

After the piercing you will want to take care of yourself to ensure healing. Taking zinc (about 
lOOmg daily) with meals will make a big difference. It's good for all-around cell repair. Clean the 
piercing several times daily with "Hibidens." (available at drugstores) Hibiclens is a surgical scrub 
which is milder and better to use on delicate tissue than rubbing alcohol, hydrogen peroxide or 
Betadine. Do not use any of the latter three. Ointments such as Neosporin or Bacitracin are also 
unnecessary and may actually impede the healing process by blocking the airflow. 

A loose band aid over a new (1-3 days) nipple piercing can bring comfort and keep the ring 



from getting caught on bras, etc. When cleaning the piercing, be sure to remove any dried 
plasma or blood with a Q-tip first. Then wash with a 50-50 mix of Hibiclens and warm water. 
Turn the ring, leave the hibiclens on for three minutes, then rinse very thoroughly with water. 
Turn the ring while rinsing. 

Happy healing. Now for some addresses. This list is by no means complete. It consists 
of those people and places that I would recommend through personal experience. 

GAUNTLET is by far the the oldest and best-known piercing establishment. They now have three 
stores:SanFranciscoat Market and Castro (415) 431-3133, Los Angeles on Santa Monica Blvd (213) 657- 
6677 and their new store in New York City which RULES! I highly recommend Dan Kopka, the manager 
of NYC Gauntlet, who has several years’ experience. The store’s at 5th Avenue and 19th Street, 2nd floor, 
(212) 229-0180. The Gauntlet has by far the best selection of jewelry and they do all their own piercings. 
Write to their mail-order service to get jewelry, needles, etc.: 1201 Old Country Road / Unit 3 / Belmont 
CA 94002 or call for questions: (415) 592-9715. Send $3 and an over-21 age statement for a catalog. 
Gauntlet also publishes a quarterly magazine called PFIQ (Piercing Fans International Quarterly). The 
magazine features step-by-step instructions on a different piercing every issue. 

BOD Y MA Nl PULATIONS does branding and scarification as well as piercing. They have mail order 
too. 254 Fillmore St /San Francisco, CA 94117 or call (415) 621-0408. 

RAELYN GALUNA is known as the "women’s community piercer" in the Bay Area. She will also 
pierce men, but only above the waist. She does cutting and scarification, branding and “slash and bum" 
(setting fire to a scarification) as well. She also has some unique jewelry that you won’t find elsewhere. 
She works out of her home studio, so write P.O.Box 20034/ Oakland, CA 94620 or call (415) 655-2855. 

RED DEVIL STUDIOS, a tattoo shop as well as a piercing studio, features Crystal Cross, who 
sometimes works at Body Manipulations too. 1149 N. LaBrea Ave./ West Hollywood, CA (sorry no zip!) 
or call (213) 851-0445. 

GUILTY AND INNOCENT PRODUCTIONS, Guy Atchison’s tattoo studio (check him out!), has 
Mad Jack and Anna doing piercings. They use "Ball and Chain" jewelry, a slightly less expensive Gauntlet 
copy. Appointments are absolutely necessary. 613 W. Briar/ Chicago, IL 60657 or call (312) 404-5838. 

And lastly, check out publications such as RE/Search’s Modem Primitives. (A large paperback 
’ book which is the most comprehensive compilation to date of all types of body modification, ritual 
adornments, tattooing and other body decorations.) An excellent guide with tons of pictures. $17 ppd. 
from: RE/Search Publications/20 Romolo St /Suite B /San Francisco, CA 94133 orcall’em at (415) 362- 
1465. 

Another excellent (quarterfy) paperback/magazine is Body Art. It features every fetish under the 
sun from piercing to tattooing, body painting, hairdos, jewelry, corsetry, high heels, latex, etc. Its expensive 
and kind of hard to find. You can get subscriptions for $60 U.S.A. Surface, $80 U.S.A Air from: Body Art 
, Magazine / Blake House Studios / Blake End / Rayne / Braintree / Essex CM7 8SH / ENGLAND. (In 
Minneapolis you can usually find this, Modern Primitives and such at Dream Haven in Dinkytown, and 
sometimes at Shinder's-Fefix.) 


dishes so we could inform you, the gentle revolutionary anarchist 
reader, about a variety of foods. 

Several of us had the vegetable rati ($4.50), which is curried 
veggies (zucchinis, potatoes, yams, cauliflower, etc.) wrapped in 
naan, a flat bread that is out of this work! de-fucking-licious. The rotis 
were delicious and spicy, even though we only ordered them medium 
spiced. (If you ask for your food to be hot, be prepared to consume 
several gallons of water with your meal—ay caramba!) A couple of 
quotes from PE rati grubbers: “Vegetable rati had a different hot flavor 
as a jalepeto kind of fire. It was rather good, even though it looked 
like Dinty Moore beef stew in pia bread." Tuckin’ way hotttt, even 
though it was 'mediunt spiced. I could feel my hair folSdes tingle with 
a twisted defighL Very filling, gave me great gas,‘ocwwhgghhh.’ It 
was preferable and it made my nose run and it looks the same coming 
in as it does coming out" Don't be fooled by these uncultured yahoos, 
the food looks as great as it tastes. So delicious you cant even taste 
the yams! 

Someone else ordered the dall makhani ($325), which is 
possbly their best dish. To quote our dall scarier, “The dall makhani 
was a wonderful swamp-like substance made with lentils and other 
unidentifiable things. Sloppy and as spicy as you wanna be. Great 
with a slabo’-aloo paratha." 

Aloo paratha ($1.50) is aflat bread like naan that is stuffed with 
smashed potaotes and peas and served piping hot: this stuff is 
mandatory eating at any Indian meal. Most of the PE crew could live 
on a diet of bread and water if the bread was aloo paratha and the 
water was brown and bubbly and came in a bottle that said “Crucial 
Brew." 

A couple people had the naurattan biryani ($4.99), which is a 
big spicy pile of curried rice and vegetables and (ugh) currants. Hot 
but delicious, sez they. Only bummer It gave Crito gas (run for your 
lives!) 

The service was friendly and prompt enough for us laid-back, 
casual, “who needs a watch? we’re anarchistsT punks, but with only 
one waiter in that big room he really had to hustle. Be sure to tip big 
here. 

When you're looting for a delicious, spicy, and relatively 
inexpensive veggie meal, Fair Oaks is definitely a place to consider. 
As soon as we can convince them to start selling Indian beer 
(especially Taj Mahal), the/ll have to drag us out of this place nightly 
for them to dose. 


MORE ARTICLES ABOUT 

HERBS AND LEAVES BY MARLA 


Plants have been used for healing for thou¬ 
sands of years. By relying on chemical medicine 
a culture is destroying their connection with na¬ 
ture. Herbal medicine relates to political issues. 
We need to reestablish our connection with the 
universe and natural healing to survive as a spe¬ 
cies. Herbalism is planetary and humanistic. 

Like our culture, herbal medicine has be¬ 
come more specific in terms of specialization. 
Herbs can become very specific (with respect to 
their usage), which is both positive and negative. 
Positive because the therapeutic properties of an 
individual herb may be utilized; negative because 
herbs may become limited by classification. Herbal 
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energy is prana, and Chinese medicine calls it chi. 
Both cultures see a unified world which is a mani¬ 
festation of one flow of energy. Imbalances of 
energy create physical symptoms of disease. 

The Chinese theory of the five elements is 
one of the most important principles of Taoist 
medicine and is the basis of Chinese medicine. 
Each of the five elements has a number of corre¬ 
spondences that help in diagnosis and treatment. 
According to traditional Chinese theory, disease is 
caused by a block or interruption of the flow of 
energy, which can either be associated with a 
particular organ or its meridian (the connection 
between two organs). When one organ is treated, 
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FELIX'S FASHION CORNER 


Felix Havoc again with the second installment of fashion tips 
to help you punk out hard. Why fashion? To quote NATION OF 
ULYSSES, “Clothing and fashion are the only things which we, the 
kids, being utterly disenfranchised, have control over." While the 
hard fuckin’ core punk rock style is not quite what The Nation had 
in mind you get the point, right? This stuff may be old hat to some 
of you but I think it will help some of you track down some cool gear 
while avoiding the capitalistic commodification of punk fashion. 

1. Bondage pants- these will always be in style. Why buy 
a pair for $65 when you can pick up some outrageous plaid pants 
at a thrift store? Go to a sewing store a pick up some zippers, d- 
rings, nylon straps and buckles and make your own pair. 

2. Wraparound Shades ■ Thanks to everyone who wrote in 
about these from my classified ad. AYF will soon be carrying these 
at about $1 a pair in assorted colors since we found a place that 
sells them in bulk. Punk as fuck and fresh for '92. 

3. Is It plastic or leather?- Two good methods of making 


carrying patches so look out. 

6. Paint your own- Aside from screen printed patches and 
shirts you can be DIY ail the way and hand paint your own totally 
unique gear. To the best of my knowledge regular acrylics work 
best. You might want to use some kind of fixer so it doesn’t run. I've 
always had good results using enamel model paints on leather or 
plastic. You can also water down some acrylic to form a base on 
denim. Shrtf@c© from Holland wrote me and sent away rad hand 
painted Destroy patch he did. He’s a really good artist and will paint 
patches, shirts, jackets, etc. in exchange for records and such. 
Marald/ M unnikenstr-75/ 2315 La Leiden/ Holland. As he points out 
most punk patches and artwork are simple black and white without 
the shading you can paint by hand. 

7. Dye- Instead of RIT dye from the grocery store go to an 
art supply store and get the heavy duty professional dye they use 
for batik and tie dying. It works a lot better and doesn't fade as quick 
as cheap stuff like RIT. 
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protect both piercer and piercee. 

After the piercing you will want to take care of yourself to ensure healing. Taking zinc (about 
lOOmg daily) with meals will make a big difference. It’s good for all-around cell repair. Clean the 
piercing several times daily with "Hibidens.” (available at drugstores) Hibiclens is a surgical scrub 
which is milder and better to use on delicate tissue than rubbing alcohol, hydrogen peroxide or 
Betadine. Do not use any of the latter three. Ointments such as Neosporin or Bacitracin are also 
unnecessary and may actually impede the healing process by blocking the airflow. 

A loose band aid over a new (1-3 days) nipple piercing can bring comfort and keep the ring 


adornments, tattooing and other body decorations.) An excellent guide with tons of pictures. $17 ppd. 
from: RE/Search Publications / 20 Romolo St / Suite B / San Francisoo, CA 94133 or call’em at (415) 362- 
1465. 

Another excellent (quarterly) paperback/magazine is Body Art. It features every fetish under the 
sun from piercing to tattooing, body painting, hairdos, jewelry, corsetry, high heels, latex, etc. It's expensive 
and kind of hard to find. You can get subscriptions for $60 U.S.A. Surface, $80 U.S.A Air from: Body Art 
Magazine / Blake House Studios / Blake End / Rayne / Braintree / Essex CM7 8SH / ENGLAND. (In 
Minneapolis you can usually find this, Modern Primitives and such at Dream Haven in Dinkytown, and 
sometimes at Shinder's-Felix.) 


casual, "who needs a watch? we’re anarchistsr punks, but with only 
one waiter in that big room he really had to hustle. Be sure to tip big 
here. 

When you're looking for a delicious, spicy, and relatively 
inexpensive veggie meal, Fair Oaks is definitely a place to consider. 
As soon as we can convince them to start selling Indian beer 
(especially Taj Mahal), they’ll have to drag us out of this place nightly 
for them to dose. 


MORE ARTICLES ABOUT 

HERBS AND LEAVES BY MARLA 


Plants have been used for healing for thou¬ 
sands of years. By relying on chemical medicine 
a culture is destroying their connection with na¬ 
ture. Herbal medicine relates to political issues. 
We need to reestablish our connection with the 
universe and natural healing to survive as a spe¬ 
cies. Herbalism is planetary and humanistic. 

Like our culture, herbal medicine has be¬ 
come more specific in terms of specialization. 
Herbs can become very specific (with respect to 
their usage), which is both positive and negative. 
Positive because the therapeutic properties of an 
individual herb may be utilized; negative because 
herbs may become limited by classification. Herbal 
classification is hot fixed — different cultures may 
use the same herb in different ways. However, 
herb use is remarkably similar worldwide. 

At some time in the growth of an Herbalist 
comes the awareness of the rhythms of the uni¬ 
verse— the rising and setting of the Sun and 
Moon, the seasonal cycles, and the birth, life, and 
death of the world of nature. There are many 
cultures and many names (medicine man, wise 
woman), but all healers were greatly respected, 
knowing the patterns of nature and how to change 
personal energies to flow with the Earth. A healer 
knows the energies of herbs and their power. 

Traditional Chinese Medicine categorizes 
herbs according to their cooling and warming 
energies, their tastes, their direction, and their 
actions on the body. Ayurveda classifies herbs 
and foods according to the Tri-Dosha (Three 
Humours) principles: Vata (air), Pitta (fire), and 
Kapha (water). In Western herbology, herbs are 
classified and used according to their general 
therapeutic properties (ie: alteratives, diuretics, 
tonics, etc). The essential principle of all these 
herbal systems is the same — energy. Ayurvedic 


energy is prana, and Chinese medicine calls it chi. 
Both cultures see a unified world which is a mani¬ 
festation of one flow of energy. Imbalances of 
energy create physical symptoms of disease. 

The Chinese theory of the five elements is 
one of the most important principles of Taoist 
medicine and is the basis of Chinese medicine. 
Each of the five elements has a number of corre¬ 
spondences that help in diagnosis and treatment. 
According to traditional Chinese theory, disease is 
caused by a block or interruption of the flow of 
energy, which can either be associated with a 
particular organ or its meridian (the connection 
between two organs). When one organ is treated, 
all organs are indirectly treated. 

The Wood element is associated with spring. 
Some correspondences are the following: 


Yin Organ 

Yang Organ 

Sense 

Emotion 

Planet 

Tonify with 

Avoid 


Liver 
Gallbladder 
Sight 
Anger 
Jupiter 
Sweet 
Spicy 


With springtime, you should focus on your 
Wood element to maintain balance within your 
body. Bluperum, milk thistle, and dandelion are 
herbs to take that strengthen your liver. 

The energetics of Chinese and Ayurvedic 
systems can help restore the energetics of West¬ 
ern tradition. There is value in discovering the 
intuitive side of our culture. By emphasizing the 
naturalistic approach to herbalism, the plant and 
healer come together and the healer can do more 
with intuitive understanding. An Herbalist studies 
not to wield power but to understand the flow of the 
Universe, gaining the ability to recognize illness as 
a result of resisting the ways of nature. 


FELIX'S FASHION CORNER 


Felix Havoc again with the second installment of fashion tips 
to help you punk out hard. Why fashion? To quote NATION OF 
ULYSSES, "Clothing and fashion are the only things which we, the 
kids, being utterly disenfranchised, have control over." While the 
hard fuckin’ core punk rock style is not quite what The Nation had 
in mind you get the point, right? This stuff may be old hat to some 
of you but I think it will help some of you track down some cool gear 
while avoiding the capitalistic commodification of punk fashion. 

1. Bondage pants- these will always be in style. Why buy 
a pair for $65 when you can pick up some outrageous plaid pants 
at a thrift store? Go to a sewing store a pick up some zippers, d- 
rings, nylon straps and buckles and make your own pair. 

Z Wraparound Shades- Thanks to everyone who wrote in 
about these from my classified ad. AYF will soon be carrying these 
at about $1 a pair in assorted colors since we found a place that 
sells them in bulk. Punk as fuck and fresh for ’92. 

3. Is It plastic or leather ?- Two good methods of making 
denim clothes look/feel like leather are plastic rubber and plastisol 
silkscreen ink. You can get a tube of plastic rubber at the hardware 
store and smear it on your denim. (Thanks to Kid Thalidomide from 
Cybervision for this tip; his zine is full of rad fashion tips). Another 
method is to use plastisol screen printing ink. You can get someone 
who works in a screen shop to steal you some or buy it at a place 
like Northwest Graphics at 4200 E. Lake. Using a squeegee or 
similar instrument smear it into the fabric. It has to be heat cured 
at around 350 degrees. You can do this in your oven or buy a heat 
gun (such as a paint stripper sold at K-mart or hardware stores). 
The advantage of this is that it's made for fabric and it comes in all 
sorts of obnoxious colors. 

4. Screen printing- This is a fun and easy way to make 
shirts and patches for the whole crew. I’m not going to go into all the 
details as you can probably learn how at school or call Northwest 
Graphics or SPSI to get started. Why pay $18 for a Crass t-shirt at 
a head shop? 

5. Patches- The latest in punk fashion. You can turn any 
piece of clothing into a punked out gear and cover up holes at the 
same time. A big selection is carried by Tribal War P.O.Box 20012, 
Tompkins Sq. Stn. Ny, NY 10009. Also there’s Project Punk Out 
Hard which can be reached care of this zine. NY-AYF has an 
assortment of AYF/Youth Lib patches NY-AYF/ P.O.Box 365/ 
Canal St. Stn./NY, NY 10013. Minneapolis AYF will soon also be 


carrying patches so look out. 

& Paint your own- Aside from screen printed patches and 
shirts you can be DIY all the way and hand paint your own totally 
unique gear. To the best of my knowledge regular acrylics work 
best. You might want to use some kind of fixer so it doesn’t run. I've 
always had good results using enamel model paints on leather or 
plastic. You can also water down some acrylic to form a base on 
denim. Shitf@ce from Holland wrote me and sent a way rad hand 
painted Destroy patch he did. He’s a really good artist and will paint 
patches, shirts, jackets, etc. in exchange for records and such. 
Maraid/ M unnikenstr-75/ 2315 La Leiden/ Holland. As hepoints out 
most punk patches and artwork are simple black and white without 
the shading you can paint by hand. 

7. Dye- Instead of RIT dye from the grocery store go to an 
art supply store and get the heavy duty professional dye they use 
for batik and tie dying. It works a lot better and doesn’t fade as quick 
as cheap stuff like RIT. 

8. Dreads- 1 think it's a little silly to get dreads put in at a 
beauty parlor. Back in the old days my hair dreaded naturally after 
I put up my hair with Knox and olive soap then didn’t wash it for six 
months. Anyway, I’mtold you can get your hairto dread by forming 
it into dreads with beeswax or olive soap then not washing it for a 
million years. But what would a real rastafarian think? 

9. Beads -1 know it sounds hippy but you can get really cool 
beads for making necklaces and chokers, putting in your hair, or 
sewing beadwork at Bear Hawk Indian Store at 1207 E. Franklin. 
They also have all sorts of jewelry accessories like posts and hooks 
for earrings and all sorts of Native American crafts. 

10. Piercing- For piercing noses and ears you can just use 
a safety pin or buy a piercing stud and ram it through. Make sure 
to sterilize it first as this is a primo way to get AIDS or hepatitis. You 
can also buy a piercing gun from most beauty supply places. Sally 
Beauty Supply has six locations in the Twin Cities and sells guns 
for $65 and studs 2 for $1.99. If you get someone with a 
cosmetology license to go in and buy it for you it’s like ten or twenty 
percent off. However, for more specialized piercings you should 
get it done right. Due to my relative lack of knowledge on the 
subject I Ve asked Lisa C. to write more on the subject. I hope to do 
an article on tattooing sometime in the future if there’s room. Once 
again, if any of you have fashion tips you’d like to pass on for future 
fashion columns drop me a line c/o P.E. or Mpls. AYF. I’d especially 
like to get info on cruelty free hair bleach and dye. 
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ALSO AVAILABLE ON PROFANE EXISTENCE: DOOM Police Bastard EP 
• ATAVISTIC Vanishing Point LP • SOFA HEAD Invitation to Dinner 7" • 
NAUSEA Extinction LP/Cassette • SOFA HEAD (1127 Walnut Ave) LP 
A VAILABLE FROM PROFANE EXISTENCE DISTRIBUTION: ANTI-SECT 
Hallo There... Live? LP • SMUT Wall of Hate 7" • DEPRIVED Reject the 
Illusion... Class War Now! 7" • MORAL SUCKLING No More War Toys 7"... 
COMING SOON FROM PROFANE EXISTENCE: MORAL SUCKLING 
Reach LP • RESIST / DEPRIVEDEuc/c All Governments T • NATURAL 
CAUSE 7" • Book Your Own Life Resource Magazine... and.... 


PRICES, POSTAGE AND NECESSARY ODDS AND ENDS: 

All LP's are $8 postage-paid in North America/$13 Over-Air/$9 Under-Surface 


AVAILABLE NOW! 

The complete series of articles 
reprinted from the original text with 
illustrations by Donovan and 
Justine in a new pamphlet. Printed 
on heavy paper this pamphlet is a 
brimming 16 magazine size pages 
full of useful information, anger 
and inspiration. 


TAKE BACK YOUR LIFE 

A Wimmiii's (iuitk* In Alternative Health ('are 
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COLLECTIVE 

P.O. BOX 8722 

MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55408 
U.S.A. 


ALSO AVAILABLE ON PROFANE EXISTENCE: DOOM Police Bastard EP 
* ATAVISTIC Vanishing Point LP • SOFA HEAD Invitation to Dinner 7" * 
NAUSEA Extinction LP/Cassette • SOFA HEAD (1127 Walnut Ave) LP 
A VAILABLE FROM PROFANE EXISTENCE DISTRIBUTION: ANTI-SECT 
Hallo There... Live? LP • SMUT Wall of Hate 7" • DEPRIVED Reject the 
Illusion... Class War Now!7" • MORAL SUCKLING No More War Toys 7"... 
COMING SOON FROM PROFANE EXISTENCE: MORAL SUCKLING 
Reach LP • RESIST / DEPRIVEDFi/c/c All Governments 7" • NATURAL 
CAUSE 7" • Book Your Own Life Resource Magazine... and.... 

PRICES, POSTAGE AND NECESSARY ODDS AND ENDS: 

All LP's are$8 postage-paid in North America/$13 Over-Air/$9 Under-Surface 
All 77EP’s are $3 postage-paid in North America /$5 Over-Air/$4 Under-Surface 
NAUSEA Cassettes are $6 postage-paid in North America / $9 Over-Air / $7 Under-Surface 
Ta/ce Back Your Ufepamphlet is $1 postage-paid in North America /$3 Over-Air/$2 Under-Surface 

MASSIVE SPRING CATALOG OUT AS SOON AS WE GET AROUND TO IT. WE 
GOT WAYMORESTUFFBYTHEMOSTRAD(ICAL) LABELS, BAND, FANZINES, 
NEWSPAPERS AND OUR OWN T-SHIRT GROUP (YES, WE FINALLY GOT OUR 
SHIRT SHIT TOGETHER) SEND A SELF-ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE 
FOR YOUR VERY OWN COPY OVERSEAS PEOPLE SEND $10R2IRCs BUT 
WED RATHER HAVE THE DOLLAR BECAUSE IRC's ARE A RIP-OFF. 


AVAILABLE NOW! 

The complete series of articles 
reprinted from the original text with 
illustrations by Donovan and 
Justine in a new pamphlet. Printed 
on heavy paper this pamphlet is a 
brimming 16 magazine size pages 
full of useful information, anger 
and inspiration. 


TAKE BACK YOUR LIFE 

A Wiinmin'sfiiiitU* to Alternative Health Care 
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